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strike on Iraq 
within days 






BjrRupert Cornwell 

THE PROSPECT of a massive 

aerial assault on Iraq hardened 
further yesterday, as Britain 
and the United States rejected 
a new inspections offer from 
Baghdad, and the senior US 
military commander in the Mid- 
dle East said that he would be 
ready to strike within a week. 

Any hopes of a breakthrough 
raised by Iraq’s offer of opening 
eight of the “presidential 
palaces*' to a limited two-month 
inspection by United Nations of- 
ficials quickly faded, as Wash- 
ington reiterated its hostility to 
anything less than unfettered 
access to the sites where Saddam 
Hussein is suspected of hid ing 
chemical and biological weapons. 

“We don't think there 
.should be any deals or com- 
promises," Bill Richardson, the 
US ambassador to the UN, 
said last night. That line was 
echoed by the Foreign Office, 
which described the conces- 
sion - of allowing a new team 
of inspectors appointed by Kofi 
Annan, the UN Secretary Gen- 
eral. to inspect the “palaces” - 
as “encouraging” but not 
enough to fulfil existing reso- 
lutions of the Security Council 
. . In the meantime, the build- 
. op for war continues inexorably. 

; As the Pentagon ordered a fur- 
thd I9warplanes to the Gulf, in- 
cluding six F-l 17 stealth fighters 
and seven B-52 bombers, Marine 
Chips General Anthony 7inni 
sad his forces, spearheaded by 
400 strike aircraft and hundreds 
of Ouse missiles, would be ready 
to go into action “within a week 
or so”. Basically, he said, “we’re 
ready now.” but “there are a few 
merepieces to put in". 

: Vet more pressure came 
from Egypt which, like almost 
eyeiy Arab country beyond the 
..Gulf,- is hostile to a strike. Af- 
ter meeting the Iraqi foreign 
!• minister. Muhammad Said al- 
Sahhaf, in Cairo, President 
- Hosai j&ubarak said he had tokJ 
. his visitor that implementation 
ofthe Security Council resolu- 
tions was the only way out of the 
crisis..^.:" 

ButMr-Sahbafs claim that 
: the latest concession effective- 
ftyccwered “Hll the sites in Iraq” 
.convinced no one. Even France. 
wfakttwB not join in any attack, 
saidmorewas required, and in 
a modest cBsplay of support both 
Spain and Italy said they would 
allowUS.bases on iheir soil to 
be usedto support an offensive. 
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Lives are more important 
than fuzzy symbolism 

WHY? FOR WHAT? How much? British forces stand ready in 
the Gulf. Britain’s prestige and international reputation, let 
alone that of the Prime Minister and his gover nme nt, are on 
the line. We have declared our hand as America’s junior 
partner. Yet the purposes of military adventure in Iraq remain 
fatally unspecific. Until we are given a much dearer idea of 
exactly what action against Iraq is supposed to accomplish, 
and where it is to end, the case for British participation 
r emains unmade. 

Forty two years ago, a British Prime Minister ordered 
Britain’s armed forces into the Middle East without enough 
thought about effect or political consequence. As a result, he 
fell, haring scarred the nation. Suez should have taught us that 
lives ore too precious to risk for the sake of frizzy symbolism or 
posture. We need to be crystal clear just what air strikes, cruise 
missiles, or ground forces are going to accomplish. 

The ostensible aim of the US is to compel Saddam H ossein 
to allow United Nations inspectors unfettered access. Bat we 
have to ask: is there any reason to suppose that the Iraqi 
dictator would be any more willing to co-operate after an 
attack than he is now? Profound errors of judgement are about 
to be made. Perhaps President Bush should have pursued the 
defeated Iraqi array to Baghdad seven years ago and 
overthrown Saddam Hussein. He did not. %t now the US, with 
British support, is seeking to exercise a degree of control over 
Iraq which only works after the conquest of another coun by. 

We are no apologists for Saddam Hussein. He is a bJood(y 
tyrant at home and a persistent woriy in the region. Bat the 
practical question is deterrence. It most involve the neighbours 
he threatens. The way forward is not to make inspections the 
trigger issue, but to return to seeking to forge a military 
alliance, based on the southern Gulf states, aided by the United 
States and, yes, Britain too. 

During the Gulf war; Saddam had biological and chemical 
weapons. One reason be did not dare use them was the weight 
of Arab power ranged against him. Until the kind of coalition 
created during the Gulf War can be recreated, gung-ho Anglo- 
American militarism is offensive. 

Worse stiff, it is going to be ineffective. 
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The chances of avoiding one 
hinge on whether Baghdad's 
concession signals the first blink 
on the way to a climb-down, or 
whether - as seemed more like- 
ly last night -it was a futile gam- 
bit along what is now a 
choreographed path to war. 

to Britain, the reverberations 
of the crisis continued. Con- 
tradicting the 10 Anglican bish- 
ops opposing military strikes, Dr 
George Carey, the Archbishop 
of Cant erbury, declared that 
President Saddam’s stockpile of 
weapons of mas s destruction 
meant he could not be permit- 
ted to defy the UN. 

In the Commons, mean- 


while, Tony Blair repeated that 
military action would come if 
President Saddam did not com- 
ply, while Tony Benn, a leader 
of the leftwingers opposed to 
any strikes, predicted they would 
start after the Commons debate 
on the crisis next Tuesday. 

And in Baghdad, the ap- 
parent concessions were mixed 
with dark forebodings of war. 
Tariq Aziz, Iraq’s deputy prime 
minister who was foreign min- 
ister during the 1991 Gull War. 
appealed to Mr Annan to in- 
tervene, accusing Britain and 
the US of deliberately spurning 
a diplomatic solution. 

Crisis latest, page 13 
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June J9M: the future King Edward VIII at university war games 



By Mike Rowbottom 

in Nagano, japan 

ROSS REBAGLIATI feared 
yesterday that he ipigbt be- 
come the first Olympic cham- 
pion to lose his title through 
passive smoking. 

The 26 -year- old Canadian 
was appealing against the de- 
cision to strip him of the snow- 
boarding gold medal he won at 
the Winter Games here on 
Sunday after testing positive for 
marijuana. 

Rebagliati daims it was his 
environment which was to 
blame for the illegal levels de- 
tected in his urine- specifical- 
ly a house foil of friends who 
snoked dope at his Olympic go- 


ing-away party. Michael Wood, 
the Canadian's snowboard team 
manager, said; “Ross has told 
me straight up that everyone 
he knows and associates with 
is a user.” 

Rebagliati added that all his 

. housemates - whom be had last 

seen at the party on 31 January 
- regularly used marijuana. 

However, the man who 
claimed snowboarding’s first- 
ever Olympic title mai n t a i n s 
that he has not used marijuana 
himself since April of last 
year. His position, it seems, is 
an inverted model of Bill 
Clinton's - he inhaled, but be 
did not smoke. 

Marijuana is on the In- 
ternational Olympic Commit- 


tee’s list of banned drugs be- 
cause it is said to convey the 
wrong image, rather than be- 
cause it is perform an ce-en- 
hanring. Alcohol is also banned. 

The International Ski Fed- 
eration, anticipating the de- 
fence that Rebagliati has put 
forward, allows for a low level 
of marijuana (which this Cana- 
dian just exceeded), but the 
Olympic authorities forbid the 
drug altogether. 

This latest Olympic embar- 
rassment has brought a know- 
ing anile to the faces of those 
who follow snowboarding - a 
wild child of a sport which has 
been embraced by an Olympic 
movement eager for its youth- 
ful attraction. Since it originat- 


ed as a snowbound version of 
surfing in the United States in 
the late 1960s snowboarding has 
embraced the watery sport's al- 
ternative culture - which in- 
cludes widespread recreational 
drug use. 

The IOC's executive board 
agreed, albeit by a 3-2 margin 
with two abstentions, that Re- 
bagliati had taken the central 
tenet of of the Olympic motto 
- faster, higher, stronger - too 
literally. And that may not be 
the end of Rebagliatfs prob- 
lems. Japan’s drug laws are no- 
toriously strict and Nagano 
police said yesterday they were 
planning to interview him over 
the matter. 

Sport, page 30 
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When war was 
just an innocent 
game for a 
future king 


•• -A, 


By Paul Vilely _ 

IT WAS June 1914 and war was 
just a game. For the young 
man who was to become King 
Edward VIII - the first British 
monarch ever willingly to re- 
nounce his throne — soldiering 
was merely one of many ways 
to pass the time. Little did he 
and his fellows realise that 
within a few months war would 
. fall like an axe upon the conti- 
nent. The ranks of young men 

who paraded in full-dress review 
order in the bright sunshine for 
the King's Birthday Parade 
would be decimated by the 
foolish strategies of the man 
who that day oversaw the march 
past - Sir Douglas Haig. 

The young man m the pho- 
tograph (left) is Edward, then 
the Prince of Whies. It is one of 
the hundreds of historic yet in- 
timate photographs from his 
own private albums which The 

Independent is publishing for the 
first time this week. It was tak- 
en at Lafian’s Plain, near Aider- 
shot, to which he had been 
summoned as a member of the 
Magdalen College Section of the 
Oxford Battalion of the Officer 
Training Corps. The prince was 
one of its corporals. The pho- 
tographs we reprint today, many 
of than taken by Edward himsdL 
are a poignant evocation ‘of that 
age of innocence which an un- 
expected war brought to a swift 
and bloody end. 

Until then soldiering was a 
lark. Today’s pictures show the 
jeunesse donee of that privi- 
leged epoch at play. There is 
polo pr a c ti c e on Port Meadow. 


There is hunting with the New 
College and Magdalen Bea- 
gles. There is tea with the Le- 
ander Oub at Henley. There are 
antics on — and in — the river. 
And there is the jolly com- 
radeship of the military life. 

“Self” says the caption in Ed- 
ward’s own hand in the first of 
the two albums which his wid- 
ow, the Duchess of Windsor 
gave after his death to a fami- 
ly friend in France, and from 
which this week’s unguarded 
pictures are taken. The young 
prince looks resolute and pur- 


The royal albums, 
pages 18-19 


poseftd, as be stands legs apart, 

puffing on his pipe, with the pre- 
cocious pomposity of youth. 

But it is all a game. Just like 
the balls at the Duke of Port- 
land’s where he stayed up until 
4am. Just like the grouse shoot- 
ing to which his father, King 
George V, invited Edward to 
meet the heir to the Austro- 
Hungarian Empire. The man 
was Archduke Fhraz Ferdinand, 
w bo only weeks later would fall 
to an assassin’s bullet in Sara- 
jevo, sparking off a war which 
was to change everything, 
utterly. 
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Champ fails drug test thanks to his dopey friends 
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Cartier 


Available from Cartier boutiques. 
Harrods. Harvey Nichols. Selfridges 
and selected branches of Allders, Debenhams, 
Fenwick, House of Fraser. John Levis Partnership 
and leading independent perfumeries. 
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Sinn Fein faces talks expulsion 


By Kim Sengupta 

The peace process in Ulster was 
last night facing its greatest 
threat since the current cease- 
fire began, -as it looked in- 
creasingly likely that Sinn Fein 
will be expelled from the mul- 
ti party negotiations into the fu- 
ture of the province. 

The RUC yesterday ques- 
tioned seven IRA suspects over 
the murder of senior UDA 
member Bobby Dougan. If it is 
proved that the killers belong to 
the IRA then Sinn Fein’s par- 
ticipation in the tails is thought 
to be untenable. 

Mr Dougan was the second 
man to be killed by republican 
terrorists within 24 hours. Ear- 
lier drug dealer Brendan Camp- 
bell was shot, it is thought, by 
gunmen from Direct Action 
Against Drugs (DAAD), an 
IRA front organisation. 

Mark “Swinger" Fulton, a 
friend of the murdered former 
leader of the Loyalist Volunteer 
Force. Billy Wright, escaped a 
murder bid’ in Portadown which 
he blamed on the Progressive 
Unionist Party and its military 
wing the Ulster Volunteer Force 
- a claim denied by PUP 
spokesman David Irvine. 

While investigations contin- 
ued into (he two murders, the 
security forces prepared for 
possible loyalist revenge at- 
tacks on Catholics, and also the 
prospect of internecine warfare 


between Protestant paramili- 
taries. 

Some of the senior political 
leaders at the talks privately said 
the IRA was split over the 
process after the series of loy- 
alist murders of Catholics, and 
Mr Adams appeared to have 
lost ground against those call- 
ing for a return to conflict- 

Mo Mowlam, the Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland, 
gave the clearest signal so far 
that Sinn Fein could be thrown 
out of the talks, if hard evidence 
emerges of a link between the 
killings and the IRA. 

Deploring the murders, 
which were condemned on all 
sides, she told MPS that It bad 
not been “reliably established” 
that the IRA was responsible. 
“If and when it is, the Govern- 
ment will not hesitate to act to 
determine whether the party 
concerned has demonstrably 
dishonoured its commitment 
to the Mitchell principles.” 

Ms Mowlam insisted that the 
talks process could go on with- 
out Sinn Fein, with John 
Hume’s Social Democratic and 
Labour Party representing the 
nationalist community. “We 
still sticking by the ‘sufficient 
consensus’ rule. The SDLP are 
there and we should go ahead," 
she said. 

The talks are now likely to 
be dominated by Union&s' de- 
mands for Sinn Fein to be re- 
moved when thev resume in 



Missed target: Mark Fulton, left, with his friend Billy Wright, who was murdered by the (NLA Photograph: Alan Lewis 


Dublin on Monday, causing 
embarrassment for the Irish 
Government, which is the host 
for the talks. 

The Ulster Democratic Par- 
ty, linked to the Ulster Defence 


Association and Lhe Ulster 
Freedom Fighters, was thrown 
out of the negotiations last 
month after the UFF admitted 
involvement in three murders of 
Catholics. 


One of the options being 
considered, according to North- 
ern Ireland Office sources, is to 
suspend rather than expel Sinn 
Fein, with the party being al- 
lowed hack into the negotiations 


after a suitable period as long 
as the IRA maintain the cease- 
fire. Loyalist opposition to this, 
it is held, can be tempered 
with the same offer being made 
to the UDP. 


on manslaughter charges over death in custody 


By Jason Bennetto 

Cr>m? Corresponds/ - .: 


THREE POLICE officers are 
to be prosecuted for the 
manslaughter of an Irishman 
who died after he was arrested 
for being drunk and disorderly. 

The decision to press 
charges against the Metropol- 
itan Police officers is an aston- 
ishing about-turn by Crown 
prosecutors who originally de- 


WEATHER 


cided that there was not suffi- 
cient evidence. The Director of 
Public Prosecutions, Dame Bar- 
bara Mills, only sanctioned her 
officials to re-examine three 
deaths in police custody cases 
last July because she was forced 
to by the courts. 

A statement by the Crown 
Prosecution Service Iasi night 
admitted “errors were made". 
The announcement reinforces 
long-held criticisms of the way 


in which police cases are dealt 
with by the CPS. 

The three policemen, aged 
27, 31, and 33, are charged with 
the manslaughter of Richard 
O’Brien, 37, who died in Wal- 
worth, south London, in April 
1994. They are due to appear at 
Bow Street magistrates’ court 
on 8 April 

An inquest jury ruled in No- 
vember 1995 that Mr O’Brien 
had been unlawfully killed. The 


police told the inquest that Mr 
O’Brien, a 19-and-a-half stone 
market trader from Dulwich, 
south London was drunk and 
disorderly. 

He allegedly fell *to the 
ground with five police officers. 
He was later carried to a police 
van. He lost consciousness while 
at a police station and was pro- 
nounced dead on .arrival at 
King's College Hospital. 

The pathologist. Dr Vesna 


Djurovic, said Mr O’Brien had 
31 sites of injury' on his body, 
including cuts and bruising to his 
face, a dislodged tooth and 
fractured rihs. Dr Djurovic gave 
the cause of death as “postur- 
al asphyxia following a struggle 
against restraint.” 

In October 1996, the CPS 
decided there was insufficient 
evidence for a prosecution. For 
nearly four years his widow. 
Afison. has fought for a prose- 


cution of the police officers in- 
volved in arresting Mr O’Brien. 

Following judicial reviews in 
the Divisional Court in July 
1997, the DPP was forced to 
reconsider three deaths in cus- 
tody cases. 

The CPS said yesterday: 
“The CPS accepts errors were 
made in the original [O’Brien] 
decision-making process and 
have today written to lawyers 
• acting for the family." 
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The gloriously mild weather in 
the south-east over the past cou- 
ple of days has increased my 
sense of urgency to get on with 
a little experiment I have been 
planning for some time. The 
objective is to come up with a 
formula for estimating the tem- 
perature. based on a survey of 
the outer clothing worn by a 
sample of people observed go- 
ing to work in the morning. 

When it was first decided, 
about a quarter of a century ago, 
to phase out Fahreneheit tem- 
peratures and replace them 
with Celsius (which we then 


called Centigrade), I heard a 
good instant guide to the new 
system: at 10°C a man takes his 
coat off, at 2G°C he sheds his 
jacket, and at 3G°C shirts are re- 
moved. More recently, however, 
I have learnt that the system 
may be extended for colder 
conditions: when the tempera- 
ture drops to 5°C, scarves are 
added, and when it hits zero, 
hats and gloves appear loo. 

What I plan to do over the 
next few weeks - if the cold 
wearher returns - is to keep 
records of the numbers of hats, 
coats, scarves and gloves being 
worn by fellow bus-passengers 
each morning, then correlate 
the percentages wearing each 
garment with the temperature. 

Initially at least, the sample 
will have to be limited to male 
commuters because of the hat 
factor. I understand that some 
females don millinery more as 
a fashion statement than as 
protection against the weather, 
and such behaviour would 
produce an unwanted bias in the 
figures. Ultimately, we should 
be able to able to produce a for- 
mula of the form: 
T = K - fhH+gG+sS+cC) 
which wfl] enable the tempera- 
ture T to be calculated from the 
percentages H, C G and S of 


men wearing hats, coats, gloves 
and scarves respectively. AD 
that remains is to work outthe 
value of the constant K and the 
weighting^ jv and s tabe 

given to cadi garinent UIpK 
mately, wc may refine the fig^ : 
ures to include such measures 
as Hf (the percentage wearing 
furry hats) and C T and C^, 
(raincoats and winter coats). 

If this works, we should Ik ' 
able to dispense with the rather 
cumbersome formulae cur- 
rently being used to assess 
wind-chill factor, which is the 
cooling effect caused by the cold 
wind constantly blowing away^ 
the comforting duvet of warm . 
air that our bodies exude 
around them to protect from' 
the external chilliness. 

I do not know what clothing 
people shed if the temperature 
reaches 38.9°C, but it would 
bring a particularly warm feel- 
ing to one person in Hayfe in 
Cornwall. For bookmakers 
William Hill report that one 
such man has placed a £2,500 
bet at odds of 20 to 1 that the ^ 
temperature in England, Scot- 
land or Wales wfl], at some time 
this year, reach a record 100°F. 
In view of this large wager, the 
odds have already dropped to 
14 to 1. 
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j Was molested as a child, says Amis 



Paul McCann 

Media Coirsspondei 


m 


The novelist Martin Amis has 
Internet 

Saane that he was sexually 
w Jf h ed on occasions 

when be was a chad 

Amis loJd&ton. a magazine 
produad the Borden book- 
store chain, that writing about 

cousin l^cy Partington trig- 

■ t-it~- f 's | ®? Rid ,he mc moiy of his expe- 
'■ i ^ ue T Partington disap. 


pcared in 1973 and was sexu- 
ally abused and murdered by 
the serial killere Rose and Fred 
West. The best-selling author, 
and son of the novelist Kings- 
ley Amis, was discussing the dif- 
ficulty of writing about his own 
life in bis planned autobiogra- 
phy when he casually remarked 
that writing about Lucy Part- 
ington had been like writing 
about himself. 

“I realised that that bad 
been knocking around in my 
unconscious, and so I was writ- 


ing about her and Fred West, 
I also found that 1 was writing 
about three occasions in my life 
where' 1 was molested as a 
child by strangers. 

“Once by a couple. There 
was a party going on at the 
house. 1 nine years old in my 
bedroom. He said he wasa doc- 
tor, She just stood at the door. 
That son of thing gets ynu go- 
ing off into strange areas." 

He also said he had been 
molested, apparently by dif- 
ferent adults, in the street and 


on a beach on other occasions. 

The disclosure obviously af- 
fected the novelist. When 
pressed by the interviewer 
about how these experiences 
disturbed his feelings of secu- 
rity, he took a long pause and 
then broke off the subject of his 
abuse. He then moved the in- 
terview on to the difficulties of 
writing memoirs compared with 
fiction. 

The author of London Fields 
and Time's Arrow dedicated 
his book The Information to his 


tell the story of to cousin s 
Short fife. 


n-ui<rn after her remains were 

found in the West’s Gloucester ^* l ““-^_- hedbvr those 
garden. Lucy, who was at Ex- and 

cter University at the time of who knew her ^ 

her disappearance, was the intelligent young woman des- 


FieUs. Six displays some of the 
^•destructive and co-depen- 
dent characteristics of an abuse 
victim, along with an unhealthy 
attitude to sac 


daughter of his mother’s sister. 
$he was visiting a friend in 
Cheltenham and disappeared 
for 22 years after missing her 
last bus home. 

Amis announced in an in- 
terview last year that his mem- 
oirs would be partly about his 
own life, and to relationship 
with his father, but would also 


tined for great ihings- 

Stae wanted to be a wn&sr 
herself and was studying Mid- 
dle English at the time of her 

murder- ' , ... 

Literary experts last night 
could identify no explicit ref- 
erences vs child abuse in Anns s 
work. The only exception is the 
character Nicola Six in London 


flwch negative press coverage 

in recent years after what ap- 
peared to be signs of a dasic 

mid-life crisis; he left to wife, 
changed agent and negotiated 
himself a £lm advance for four 


book-.- , . , 

ing £12.000 getting Ins teeth 

fixed. 


De Niro fury 
over vice case 
I that echoes 
’ the movies 


From John Lichfield 

in Paris . 
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THE ACTOR Robert De Niro 
yesterday sued a French judge 
who questioned him on Tues- 
day about his involvement with 
an international prostitution 
agency. 

French judicial sources say 
that the actor is regarded as a 
potential witness, not a suspect, 
in a rase which already reads 
like a plot from an implausible 
airport noveL It is alleged that 
Mr De Niro was approached by 

the agency about a possible sex- 
ual encounter with a teenaged 
girl but that no meeting ever 
took place. 

If De Niro is nor a suspect, 
his lawyer, Georges Kiejman, 
adeed, why did agents of the 
French vice squad, in effect ar- 
rest him outside his hotel in 
Paris on Tuesday? He had al- 
ready offered his full co-oper- 
ation. Why were the press 
Immediately infonned, al- 
though the investigation is sup- 



' . Brigitte Nielsen: denies 
rumours of $lm ftasion 


posed under French law to be 
secret? 

Mr Kiejman brought ac- 
tions yesterday against the 
judge leading the investiga- 
tion for violating the privacy 
and right to freedom of move- 
ment of his client. He accused 
the judge, Frederic N'Guyen, 
of flagrant publicity seeking and 
personally leaking news of the 
actor’s questioning to the me- 
dia. 

Mr N*Guyen’s 15-month in- 
vestigation has already led him 
into legal and diplomatic 
murky waters, involving Saudi 
and Gulf princes, secret agents, 
Hollywood actresses, sports 
stars, high-class prostitution 
and arms contracts. 

Six people, including the for- . 
mer Polish tennis star Wotjek 
Fibak, have been placed under 
formal examination - a step 
short of a charge — for their in- 
volvement with a global call-girl 
ring run from an apartment in 
Paris. Mr Fibak faces a possi- 
ble charge of rape, after a 
young woman claimed that he 
paid the agency to have sex with 
her against her will He denies 
the accusation. 

Several other witnesses have 
told the judge that - in a deal 
brokered by the agency - an 
American actress accepted 
$lm for a sexual encounter in 
the South of France with a 
member of a Gulf royal fami- 
ly. Hie newspaper Le Figaro re- 
ported yesterday that Judge 
N'Guyen would like to question 
Brigitte Nielsen, the actress and 
former wife of Sylvester Stal- 
lone, about these allegations. 
Ms Nielsen has already been 
linked to the story and has 
adamantly denied it. 



Robert De Niro uses a torch in an attempt to stop photographs being taken after he was interviewed by Judge N’Guyen in Paris Photograph; Gamma 


The investigation began in 
October 1996 with the routine 
bugging and phone tapping of 
a suspected prostitution ring, 
operating from the 16th ar- 
rondissement, one of the 
wealthiest areas of Paris. The 
inquiry led to the arrest in Jan- 
uary last year of a Swedish for- 
mer model, Anmka Brumarck, 
the apparent head of the or- 


ganisation. Ocher arrests in- 
cluded a photographer, Jean- 
Pierre Bourgeois, who 
specialised in glamour shots for 
upmarket men's magazines, 
and a Lebanese businessman 
called Naahabdulatis A1 Lad- 
Id. 

Investigators seized diaries, 
records and address books with 
the names of young women. 


and their clients, from all over 
the world, from Britain to In- 
donesia by way of the United 
States. Mr A1 Ladki also re- 
vealed the names of other al- 
leged clients, including Saudi 
and Gulf princes. He told in- 
vestigators that the service had 
been used for many years by big 
business, especially the French 
arms industry, as a way of 


sweetening contracts with Arab 
states. The previous Trench 
government tried to block the 
investigation because of its 
possible impact on arms sales. 
The socialist-led coalition 
which took power last June 
have given Judge N’Guyen 
more freedom of action. 

He has already been ac- 
cused of using the case to ag- 


grandise Iris reputation more 
than to unravel the truth: Un- 
der Frenchlaw all details of an 
investigation by an examining 
magistrate are supposed to be 
strictly confidential. 

Mr Kiejman, yesterday de- 
scribed him as a “judge driven 
by strong narcissistic impulses 
and a strong desire for public- 
ity". 


Worms 
that make 
sex their 
weapon 

By Louise Jury 

and Nichol as Schoon 

HERMAPHRODITE marine 
flatworms bury their feminine 
side and behave in the most 
crude, macho fashion when it 
comes to mating, indulging in 
swordplay with their pauses. 

And female qystercatcheis 
are frequently seen to indulge 
in lesbian copulation when they 
share a male. These observa- 
tions, new to science, are in the 
latest edition of Nature. 

The flatworms have a full set 
of female and male equipment. 
One assumes those in touch 
with their feminine side would 
lie back and ihink of the Great 
Barrier Reef, but they all want 
to be the impregnator and pen- 
etrator. The only way of re- 
solving who gets to play the 
male is by duel. Flatworms go 
sharp-tipped penis to penis; 
the loser is the first to be im- 
paled, receiving sperm by hy- 
podermic injection from its 
fencing partner. The mating 
ritual of Pseudoceros bifurcus 
was discovered by German re- 
searchers; Australian scientists 
watched duels among 17 pairs 
of the worms. 

At Groningen University, 
in the Netherlands, researchers 
have been studying oyster- 
catcher s, normally monoga- 
mous, although 3 per cent of 
females share a male. Half of 
these love triangles involve 
“highly aggressive” relations 
between the females. But in the 
other half they share one nest 
and the male harmoniously, 
defend their territory against 
other oystercatchers and copu- 
late regularly with each other 
and the male. The scientists sug- 
gest the females may be sig- 
nalling they are a functioning 
family unit and intruders had 
better beware. 





WEIRD STORIES OF 1996 


I, Sex Surgeons in Bangkok successfully re-attached the penis of a police 
sergeant after It had been severed by his wife as he slept following an argy- 
. ment over a love affair. Such cases are not uncommon in Thailand where they 
are known as “feeding the ducks", after one case in which the severed organ 
was thrown into a duck pond. 

2. Death: Zhao Jun, a farm worker from Sichuan province in China, died from 
a burst intestine after eating eight bowls of gruel when trying co win a bet for 
a packet of cigarettes. 

3. Swedish designer Ann- Kristin Antman produced an anorak from 2D salmon 
skins soaked in five litres of urine donated by members of her family. "It fa a 
method used durii^ the Stone Age in Sweden," she said, explaining that the 
treatment made the materia/ weatherproof “The smell disappears when you 
rinse the skins In water" 

4. Medicine: Research at Harvard Medical School reported that sexual 

has “a low likelihood of triggering a myocartSal infarction .The risk of a heakhy 
person suffering a heart attack became of sexual activity was shown to be about 
one in a mflTton, and only two in a million for someone with heart disease. 

3; Crime: A thief was arrested In Bangkok after he had snatched a woman’s 
purse then hidden in the lavatory of a police station, he had mistaken the 
Thai-stvie roof of the rest-room for that of a Buddhist temple. H* prolonged 
occupation of the room aroused police suspicions. 


PMT blamed for rise in 
the wacky tales index 


r 


WEIRD STORIES OF 1997 


By Wilftam Hartston 


THE FT Index has risen by 4 per cent in the last 
year, and they are blaming PMT This, howev- 
er, has nothing to do with economics or hor- 
mones, for the report comes from the Fbrtean 
Times , Che journal of curious phenomena, which 
calculates its own FT Weirdness Index each year, 
based on the numbers of news stories monitored 
in each of 34 categories. 

“ 1997 was by far the weirdest year since our 
records began,” said Joe McNally, the associate 
editor. He expects the index to continue rising 
“as a result of PMX Pre-Mfllennial Tfension”. 

The basis on which the figure Is calculated, 
however, seems far from rigorous. Each year since 
1993. the number of stories in each weirdness 
category is counted and compared with that of 
tbe previous year. If it is higher, then the index 


for that category goes up by 10 points, if lower, 
then it decreases by ten. The overall index is a 
simple sum of tbe scores in all 34 categoriesfrom 
“Water Monsters" to “Spontaneous Hutaan 
Combustion", from “UFOs” to “Ineptitude 
and Stupidity”. Since the index began, the most 
consistent pattens have been the rise in sightings 
of “Alien Big Cats" and “Cults and Conspira- 
cies" (both now standing at an all-time high 
index figure of 140) and the decreasing interest 
in “Crop Circles" (down to 60). 

But was 1997 really weirda than 199 6? The 
index comes with a credibility warning: “This in- 
dex represents media interest in weirdness, not 
weirdness itself." It is also based on a quantita- 
tive account of weird stories, with no attempt to 
assess hew weird each stray is. As these examples 
show, from a qualitative point of view any differ- 
ence between 1996 and 1997 is too dose to cafl. 


1- Sex: A 48-year-old Californian pipe-fitter who daimed that a woman called 
Brenda had cut off his penis later admitted that he had done it himself. Sur- 
geons were unable to reattach the organ. 

2. Death: An employee in an Egyptian mortuary collapsed and died when a 
body he had been sent to collect from the refrigerator got out of its coffin 
and stood-up. Abdet-Satar Badawi woke from a const after 12 hours in the 
morgue. 1 moved my hands and pushed the coffin's lid to find myself among 
the dead" he said. 

3. Waste products: Rice farmers m Laos were reported to' be winning the bat- 
tle against snails by sprinkling pig manure over the plants. Apart from the suc- 
cess in keeping away snails, rice yield has also risen because of the manure's 
quality as fertiliser. 

4. Medicine: The British Medical Journal reported a study showing that people 
with coronary heart disease wave their arms around more than people free of 
cardiac complaints. But they say it is undear whether people who gesticulate 
are more prone to heart disease, or whether heart disease causes agitation 
which make people wave their arms more. 

5. Grime: A bank robber in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, handed the teller a note 
demanding money and threatening to set off a bomb. She asked him to wait, 
so he stood Tn fine for 20 minutes until she returned with a bag containing 
$1,500. He was arrested as he left the tank. 
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How Customs took the 
shine off Spice Girl’s gift 


By Andrew Buncombe 



VICTORIA ADAMS, the Spice Girl 
known as Posh, has fallen foul of 
the men and women whose task it is 
to protect these shares against smug- 
glers, drug traffickers and booty 
runners. 

Adams, of course, is none of 
these, but the dark-haired singer 
who has fuelled thousands of ado- 
lescent (and adult) fantasies has 
none the less had a run-in with HM 
Customs and Excise. Her ‘•crime”, it 
seems, is failing to declare the en- 
gagement ring she bought for her fi- 
ance, the Manchester United 
footballer David Beckham, while in 
the United Suites. 

It was revealed yesterday the 
23-year-old singer, famous for her sul- 
try 'stares. has been forced to pay a 
reported £3.000 to customs officials 
in unpaid duly. 

The singer bought the £30X100 di- 
amond encrusted gold ring at the ex- 
clusive jewellery store Van Cleef and 
Arpels on Rodeo Drive, Hollywood, 
when the group were in the US for 
the premiere of the Spice Girls' film 
SpiccworUf last month. 

But it is understood that Customs 
officials based at Manchester airport 
spotted the ring in newspaper pho- 
tographs of Adams and 22-year-old 
Beckham in a Cheshire hotel on 25 
January. The couple had called a pho- 
to shoot to announce their engage- 
ment to the world. 

A Customs and Excise source 





yesterday said: -[Adams] brought a 
ring into the country and failed to de- 
dare the duty.” There was apparently 
no explanation as to why customs of- 
ficials were poring over pictures of the 
soon-to be -married couple. 

Yesterday, a spokeswoman for 
Adams, said the singer had made a 
“■temporary -payment" to Customs. 

“She temporarily brought the ring 
into the UK before having it returned 
to America to be remade,” she said 
“It is stQ] unclear if tax is now due. 
Her representatives and accountants 
have been talking to Customs and 
Excise to clear up any confusion and 
a temporary payment has been made. 

The spokeswoman. insisted: “But 
she has not been fined" 

No such complications for Beck- 
ham: he bought Adams's ring - a 
£40,000 solitaire band - from a Man- 
chester jewellers. 

The wedding is set to take place 
next summer. 






Band off gold: Adams and Beckham announcing their engagement. Left: The ring in question 
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New light 


in mystery 
of hanged 


journalist 


By Ian Burrell 



£19999 


THE DEATH of Jonathan 
Moyle is one of the enduring 
mysteries surrounding the 
murky world of Britain s arms 
dealings with Iraq. 

Along with the scandal of 
Matrix Churchill, the West Mid- 
lands company which was 
allowed to supply machine tools 
for Iraqi weapons factories, the 
strange death of the 28 -year-old 
defence journalist shone an 
unwanted spotlight on Britain’s 
role in assembling Saddam 
Hussein’s war machine. 

When the body of the former 
RAF helicopter pilot was dis- 
covered hanging in a 5ft high 
wardrobe of a Santiago hotel 
room, the Chilean authorities 
were quick to deduce that he 
had committed suicide. 

But members of his family 
was convinced that the expla- 
nation for his death was far more 
complex. They maintained that 
the editor of Defence Helicopter 
World was on the point of pub- 
lishing an expose on an arms 
deal with Iraq involving British 
and Chilean companies. 

Eight months after his death 
an inquest was opened in Mr 
Moyle's home town of Exeter, 
Devon. But the coroner was 
forced to adjourn the hearing 
after a pathologist said that vi- 
tal body organs were missing. 

Yesterday, the coroner’s of- 
fice confirmed that the inquest 
will resume later this month. 
The decision follows nearly 
eight years of investigation by 
Mr Moyle's father, Tony, a re- 
tired schoolteacher, who has 
long been convinced that his son 
was lolled after being given a 
sedative in his coffee. 

He is anxious not to pre- 
empt the findings of the inquest, 
but maintains that there is “no 
question" that his son was mur- 
dered. He wants the truth to 
come ouL he said because "af- 
ter all this time it would be nice 
to get everything completed." 

Jonathan Moyle died in 
room 1406 of the Carrera Ho- 
tel on 31 March, 1990. His 
body was found hanging from 
a clothes rail, several inches low- 
er than his body height- At first, 
the Foreign Office accepted 
the Chilean authorities’ view 
that he bad committed suicide. 

But it later emerged that Mr 


Moyle had been working on a 
stoiy that Carlos Cardoen, a 
wealthy Chilean arms dealer; 
had brokered a deal to supply 
Iraq with helicopter; equipped 
with guided missiles. At the time 
Mr Cardoen was earning mil- 
lions from Iraq’s war with Iran 
and was also linked to the deals 
bv which Matrix Churchill sup- 
plied lathes to manufacture 
Iraqi ammunitions.. 

Mr Moyle had arrived in 
Santiago as a delegate at an in- 
ternational defence conference. 
He benan investigating claims 
that Mr Cardoen was preparing 
to convert the Bell 206 civilian 
helicopter into an attack aircraft 
ranying a guided missile system, 
which was jointly manufactured 
in Britain, Sweden and the US. 

When news of bis death was 
relayed to the Moyle family 
there was immediate disbelief. 
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Jonathan Moyle: Found 
hanged in Santiago hotel 
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Mr Moyle senior has since 
spent £10,000 investigating the 
circumstances surrounding his 
son’s death. 

His concerns helped prompt 
a re-think by the Chilean au- 
thorities and -a judicial investi- 
gation in Santiago in September 
1991 concluded that the young 
Briton had been murdered and 
that his killers had faked his sui- 
cide. Two years later, when an 
identity parade in Chile, failed 
to identify a suspect, the mur- 
der hunt was halted. Bnt the in- 
vestigation into his death was 
re-opened by the Santiago 
Court of Appeal late last year. 

Nearly eight years on and 
with Britain again on the verge 
of war with Iraq, the Mqyles 
hope that the authorities will 
help them to establish the truth. 
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Synod changes the Lord’s Prayer 


By CUre Gamer 

traditionalists in the 

Ghun* of England suffered a 
severe setback yesterday as 
members of the General Synod ' 
voted overwhelmingly in favour 
of the modem version of the 
Lord’s Prayer being printed 
alongside the older version in 
the new service books. 

Their more recent transla- 
tion, which substitutes the 
words “Save us from the time 
of trial” for “And lead us not 
into temptation”, will be given 
equal prominence in Common 
Worship, the service guide 
which will be in use from 2001. 

The Bishop of Norwich, the 
Right Rev Peter Nott, made an 
impassioned plea that the new- 
er, plain English version should 
be relegated to the appendix for 
the sake of simplicity and po- 
etry. He said that the fact the 
traditional version was. less 
readily' understood did not mat- 
ter. “There is a limit to human 

understanding in matters of re- 
ligion, and particularly in prayer 
which. is not only nor even prin- 
cipally a mental exercise. 

“Beauty of language in litur- 
gy is as important as accuracy of 
translation. And h is beauty that 
makes language memorable, 
and by repetition enables it to 
be learned by heart. We are in 
grave danger of losing the whole 
concept of common prayer, and 
one reason is because we have 
almost entirely lost the concept 
of learning prayer by heart - al- 
most, but not quite.” 

In a recent ballot carried 
out on behalf of the Church’s 
millennium team, 82 per cent of 
people said they could recite the 
Lord’s Prayer, the version to 
which they were referring was 
the traditional one. However, 
among 16- to 25-year-olds, 55 per 
cent said they knew the Lord's 
* Prayer by heart. The bishop 
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New for okL The Rev John Paul at St Andrew by the Wardrobe m the City of London explaining the changes to rt 


continued: “We have tried the 
new version for years and it has 
not gained much in popularity 
except among enthusiasts, and 
certainly is totally unknown by 
those precious people who do 
not worship regularly m our 
churches but whom we arc 
called to love uncondiUonally, to 
welcome and to serve. 

Synod members voted to 
include the modem version in 
the main body of the service 
book by a majority of 272 to 68. 

In his presidential address at 


the end of Synod, the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, Dr 
George Carey, insisted that the 
church did not adopt moderni- 
ty for the sake of it. “...a facile 
preoccupation with being mod- 
em - or even post -modem - can 
lead one to neglect the eternal 
truths and the abiding values 
which people everywhere always 
need, and the cumulative in- 
sights and wisdom of previous 
generations. Rather we need to 
be discriminating in our alti- 
tudes to reform," he said. 
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Our Father, who ail in heavren 
Hallowed be thy name: 

Thy kingdom come: 

Thy will be done. 

On earth as it n in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom. 

The power- and the glory. 

For ever and ever. 

Amen. 


Our Father in heaven. • 

Hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done. 

On earth as m heaven 
Give us today our daily bread 
Forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those -who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
And deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
Now and for ever. 

Amen. 


Relationships reporting a br 

^^noS^fSsocbuoD. Which repre 
p v‘, wording to the Impotent najority of cases art 
dy5f ^S^rcrsand 194part 
S^Lble . Tbc AssodaUonsur^ ^ Impotence Day. 

£en= was published two ^ “^^ntme’s Day. At ihc same 

Stiooship oh impotence. , 

Dea d man a police .nformer 

a police hrfonner who & ** ^ ^ ^ n amo- who 

Jng. James Lawson - nottboug^ ^ ^ Hampshire, had 
was shot several tunes at hts ^ ^ Metropol- 

Sn moved to Hampshtre^ ^ it is believed 

iJS police after turning District Hospital 

The man was ^ ° lateTpohce said he would not be 
officiary OTmeduntU he ha^been identified by next o f Rm. 

No hope for Pooh Five 

Winnie the Pooh is 

enunent has no intennon last night Hie rw- 

Ihe arts minister, Mark fS e „^er followed an appeal by 
I elation in a for Pooh to be repatn- 

the Labour MP Gwyneth Dunrao^i ^ Mm Don- 
ated along with Pigld, Slab's visit u> 

Farming threat to frogs 

The frog POUU ' 

rice, pecan nuts, peanuts, hops and coffee. 

Skydiver feared drowned 

bkiwnup tothreernfles fromtb^ecoasfby a stjroog gust on Hies- 
day. - 



Life in jail proposed 
for Aids infectors 


HALF PRICE SALE 


By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

People who deliberately spread 
the Aids virus can be jailed for 
life the Government has pro- 
posed, but the new laws will 
mean that anyone who infects 
their partner by reckless be- 
haviour will escape prosecution. 

The proposed changes will 
also counter supermarket ter- 
rorists who inject diseases into 
foodstuffs and muggers who at- 
tack with syringes filled with 
HIV-infected blood. 

As revealed hi The Inde- 
pendent on Sunday, the Gov- 
ernment yesterday published its 
plans for a major overhaul of the 
laws on assault. 

The most controversial as- 
pect of the changes to the Of- 
fences Against the Person Act 
1861, which covers crimes such 
as grievous bodily harm and ac- 
tual bodily harm, are those in- 

, volving the transmission of 
illness and disease. The refonns 
are aimed at modernising wfaai 
is considered to be an outdat- 
ed and confusing piece of 

leg L)nder the proposals, which 
the Home Office hopes to pub- 


lish as a BiU in the autumn, it 
will no longer be 'illegal to act 
recklessly and pass on the HIV • 
virus. At present if someone 
knowingly has Aids, but keeps 

it a secret from their sexual part- 
ner who later becomes infect- 
ed, they can be prosecuted 
from GBH, ABH, or unlawful 
wounding. 

Hie .Home Office wants to 
tigh ten up the law and has pro- 
posed restricting it just to peo- 
ple who deliberately transmit a 
disease intending to cause a se- 
rious Alness. The maximum sen- 
tence for this offence is life in jafl. 

The Home Office has ig- 
nored advice of the Law Com- 
mission which recommended 
creating an offence of reckless 
transmission of disease. 

A consultative document 
published yesterday said the 
changes aimed to “strike a sen- 
sible balance between allowing 
very serious intentional acts to 
be p unish ed whilst not render- 
ing individuals liable for pros- 
ecution for unintentional or 
reckless acts ...” The Home 
Office is particularly concerned 
about deterring people from 

taking Aids tests. 

A draft Bill contained in the 


consultation document pro- 
poses changing the current as- 
sault offences, which account far 
about 80.000 prosecutions a 
year, into four more up-to-date 

and clearer crimes. They are: in- 
tentional serious injury, with a 
maximum penalty of life; reck- 
less serious injury with a maxi- 
mum seven-year jail term; 
intentional or reckless injury 
with a five-year upper limit; and 
assault with a six-month 
maxim um prison term. 

There will also be a new of- 
fence of threatening to kill or 
seriously injure a third party, far 
example someone’s boyfriend or 
mother. Offenders could face 10 
years in jaQ for the crime. 

The proposal which involves 
Aids offences was given a cau- 
tious welcome by the Terrence 
Higgins Trust, which provides 
help for people with HTV. 

Chief executive Nick Par- 
tridge said: “It is the very rare 
case of deliberate infection 
which should be an offence. - 
What is essential is that the law 
is clear .and not open to mali- 
cious misuse. 

But the George House Tust 
in Manchester is still opposed 
to any changes. 


Prison staff lack training to 
restrain aggressive inmates 


By Ian Burrell 


AJORITY of British 
staff are not legally 
to >«ke action to stop 
f it breaks out among 
prison Service securi- 
s seen by 7 helndepat- 
j that less than 40 per 
risen officers and only 

- 1p02)1- 


emotsBi6'«^“ 
u t “control and 
iques, although 
exec! a roanda- 

■ M _CC 


Northallerton young offend- 
ers’ institution, none of the 
staff have received their mini- 
mum C&R training. 

At Higbpoint prison in Sul- 
folk, the only staff legally enti- 
tled to lay hands on inmates are 

four instructors. The jail has no 

fire resistant clothing and is 
not able to provide support to 

other jails if rioting breaks out 
elsewhere. The inspectors note: 

- “There is a grave danger of swne 

serious mishap occurring- 

The crisis stems from a oe- 

risdon by prison service chKjk 

; justoverayearagD.tointto*ire 

new rules on training staff m 

the death of a remand prison- 

er atBelmarsh prison m south- 

terastrnggle in his strip ceBm 

which sia officers were used to 
restrain him. An mqncst at 
Coroner’s Cc«: m 
December 1996 heart, from 

Smtrscs that he had b«n 
Sd and that when he was 

bring subdued he shouted out 


for the police. “Gradually his 
voice got lower and lower, fad- 
ing away then his voice 
stopped," one of the nurses said. 

The hearing was told that the 
Prison Service recognised the 
potential dangers with C&R 
and had introduced a new reg- 
ulation stating that any member 
of staff carrying out control and 
restraint must have undergone 

at least eight hours of refresh- 
er training within the past 12 
months. The reports show lie 
training has not been ade- 
quately carried out. 

But Rev Lord, of the Prison 


4 " — - j. 

of C&R training was an nunca- 
tion of the Prison Service’s lack 

of concern for the safety of staff 

and inmates alike- “Vifc will not 

allow this situation to continue. 

Last night the Prison Service 

said; “We maintain that prison 
staff have been given the fun- 
damental C&R training neres- 
sary to carry out their work- we 
are seeking to rectify any _ defi- 
ciencies in refresher earning as 
soon as possible. 
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Motorists to be 


tested for drugs 


in voluntary trial 


By Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Corresponder,; 


THOUSANDS OF motorists 
will be tested for dru^ in the 
next few months as part of 
Government trials designed to 
measure the impact of drug- tak- 
ing oq driving. 

From next month, police in 
Geveland, Lancashire, Strath- 
clyde and Sussex will be allowed 
to stop drivers and, if the mo- 
torists consent, administer a 
drug test. More than 5.000 tests 
will be conducted. 

The moves were announced 
as the Government released the 
results of a study into drug-dri- 
ving It found that IS per cent 
of drivers involved in fatal ac- 
cidents had taken illegal drugs 
- including amphetamines, 
methadone, opiates and 
cannabis. 

Ministers were keen to stress 
that no action would be taken 
against any driver who tested 
positive. “The equipment being 
used has not been approved." 
said Baroness Haymon, the 
roads minister. “The roadside 
tests are just to check that the 
equipment works and give 
officers training to recognise the 
signs of drug-impairment.” 

Government sources said 
that in Germany, police officers 


decided to prosecute motorists 
if similar drug roadside tests 
proved positive - and “only 
three down people came for- 
ward in months". 

Txo devices will be tested. 
Drugwipe takes a specimen of 
sweat from the forehead. Arty 
drug traces detected will cause 
a colour change on a strip 
visible to the eye. 

The Drugwipe test for spe- 
cific drugs - cannabis, amphet- 
amines including ecstasy, 
cocaine and opiates- so that if 
a police officer wishes to check 
for more than one drug type, a 
separate device will be required 
for each test. The cost for test- 
ing each drug, according to 
Drugwipe's director, Ean 
Lewin. is “about £8.50”. 

The second device, manu- 
factured by Cozart. requires a 
saliva specimen. Again, drug 
traces result in a colour change, 
which would be displayed elec- 
tronically - but only one sam- 
ple needs to be taken. The 
device can identify five differ- 
ent drug groups. "The machine 
is 95 per cent accurate,” said 
Philip Hand, a director of 
Cozart, "which is comparable to 
conventional laboratory urine 
tests”. 

Neither device, however, 
give indications as to the con- 


centration of the drug present 
A looming hurdle for legislators 
is determining what a “safe” lev- 
el of drugs in the blood would 
be for drivers. Baroness Hay- 
man said that the effects of 
cannabis “probably only lasted 
for hours”. 

Keith Hedlawell, the UK anti- 
drugs co-ordinator, said the re- 
sults could lead in acceptable 
limits being set for motorists. 
"We need to know how much of 
a particular substance affects a 
particular person," he said. 

New drug-driving data, re- 
leased at a conference organised 
by the Parliamentary Advisory 
Committee on transport Safe- 
ly, analysed the bodies of 619 
fatalities from road crashes. 

Of the 284 drivers killed, 27 
had smoked cannabis -by far 
the most prevalent illegal drug 
found in the bloodstreams of the 
dead. Very few of the bodies 
tested showed traces of ecsta- 
sy- despite foe drug being taken 
by 500,000 people in the UK. 

The figures are based on the 
first 15 months of a three-year 
study into the inridence of drugs 
in road accident victims. The re- 
sults showed there bad been a 
sixfold increase in the presence 
of illicit drugs in drivers killed 
since the last survey - conduct- 
ed more than a decade ago. 
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Share to learn: Pupils from Portsmouth Grammar School at HMS Victory yesterday for th* bunch ofa *****”® people^ PfwrJgraphH*^ Vbas 
state schools whidT alms to share best practice as well as offering pupfls coaching by lead.ng musioans and sports people Photograph. John voos 


Private schools told to extend state sector links 


By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 




Steady at the wheel: The drugs test, being administered for the first time in the UK, left, 
relies on a sweat swab taken by a Drugwipe Photographs; Hufron Getty/Simon Roberts 


INDEPENDENT schools 
must work harder at setting up 
educational links with state 
schools. Stephen Byers, the 
school standards minis ter said 
yesterday. 

Mr Byers welcomed a sur- 
vey showing that more than 
three-quarters of private 
schools have at least one joint 
activity with either the local 
community or state school. 

But he said that the Gov- 
ernment’s initiative to foster 
partnership between slate and 
private schools aimed to raise 
academic standards. “The sur- 
vey shows that whilst there are 
many independent schools in- 


volved in community-based 
activities, the educational links 
between the independent and 
state sector are still very much 
in the early stages of develop- 
ment." he added. 

The survey of 950 fee-pay- 
ing schools from the Indepen- 
dent Schools Council found 
that six out of ten allowed 
community use of sports, mu- 
sic or drama facilities but only 
17 per cent let state schools use 
the facilities even occasional- 
ly. The figure for frequent use 
was just 4 per cent 

When a similar survey was 
carried out five years ago, 
facilities were usually made 
available free of charge. A 
nominal or at cost charge is 
now more common. C h a r g in g 


for profit is rare. There were 
few examples of links between 
teachers and pupils and very 
few teacher exchanges. 

The survey was commis- 
sioned before the general elec- 
tion, when Labour was 
questioning the charitable sta- 
tus of independent schools - 
worth around £65 m. 

However, before Christ- 
mas Mr Byers called a halt to 
hostilities between Labour and 
independent schools when be 
announced £500.000 for joint 
initiatives between state and 
private schools. A working 
group is examining how they 
should develop. 

Ian Beer, former head of 
Harrow and the council's 
chairman, said partnership 


and co-operation were em- 
bedded in the independent 
school ethos. “ This is not a gjib 
response to a new political 
climate. The majority of 
partnerships and co-operative 
arrangements are very well 
established.” But much more 
could be done, he said. 

The report points out that 
a small number of local au- 
thorities continue to resist co- 
operation between private and 
state schools. More than 200 
fee-paying schools said pro- 
posals to share facilities had 
been discouraged. 

Only one school reported 
that parents were unenthusi- 
astic about contact with state 
schools because they were wor- 
ried about a "rough element”. 


Examples of co-operation 
outlined at the briefing on the 
survey included; 

■St Michael’s, Leigh-on- Sea, 
Essex, a prep school which of- 
fers primary school pupils af- 
ter-school language lessons, 
■Eton College, Berkshire which 
runs a summer school to hdp 
pupils from the London borough 
of Brent to bridge the gPp be- 
tween GCSE and A-leveL 
■ Latymer Upper/St Paul’s 
Schools. London which have a 
Saturday school for primary 
pupils in maths, English, sci- 
ence and technology. 

■St James and the Abbey, West 
Malvern which runs student 
leadership courses and training 
programmes for state and in- 
dependent school teachers. 
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Daewoo 
give you all 
this as 

STANDARD: 


Every new Daewoo 
comes with the following 
comprehensive package: 

1. We deal direct: 

More for your money 
as standard, including 
dual airbags and power 
steering. 

2. Hassle free buying: 

Fixed prices including 
delivery, number plates 
and I 2 months road tax. 

3. Complete peace 
of mind: 

3 year/60,000 mile free 
servicing including parts 
and labour. 

3 year/60,000 mile 
comprehensive warranty. 

3 year Daewoo Total AA 
Cover. 

6 year anti-corrosion 
warranty. 

4. Courtesy servicing: 

Free courtesy car 
whenever yours is in for 
a service. 

Our three new car 
ranges are priced from 
£8,795 to £14,995. 

Call 0800 666 222. 


peace of mind 

AS STANDARD? 
THAT'LL BE THE 
i w > DAEWOO. 


Star acts to call last 
orders on theatre plan 
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Young stager: Timothy James, nine, at the Waterside Theatre in StratfonL He wrote oo the council and spoke in a meeting 
opposing plans to turn the theatre into a pub Photograph: NT! 


■By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

The actress Susannah York yes- 
terday gave an impassioned 
performance, speaking out to 
save a small community theatre 
from being turned into a pub. 

The award-winning actress 
travelled from London to Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon to address a 
public inquiry into the future of 
the tiny Waterside Theatre. 

The venue, a stone’s throw 
from the Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s three theatres, 
dosed last year, and cam- 
paigners, inducting the district 
council, are fighting to stop 
plans by brewery chain J D 
Weatherepoon to turn it into a 
restaurant and bar. 

She told the packed council 
chamber “Once a theatre is 


gone, no matter how large or 
small, it is another brick re- 
moved from the foundations of 
our culture. 

‘Actors Jove their pubs as 
much os do any in the land - wc 
probably love our theatres bet- 
ter - but a city-centre pub, on 
that corner, overlooking the 
river, docs Stratford really need 
H? This much-lovcd theatre 
will be big in its uses, hosting 
concerts and conferences, and 
continuing to be a centre of ex- 
cellence tn education and a 
training ground for young peo- 
ple in all the performing arts." 

She addressed the female 
government planning inspector 
directly asking: “Madam in- 
spector, would you rather see 
your children or young relatives 
spend their free time ha a pub, 
or would you rather they be- 


came involved in a youth dra- 
ma, music, dance or art group? 

“As we approach the mil- 
lennium wc are all busy re- 
flecting on society’s progress. 
What are we going to bequeath 
to the children of Stratford 
and their far-flung contempo- 
raries? 

“A cultural wasteland or an- 
other small jewel in this town's 
crown? Another pub or a cul- 
tural amenity which could 
change and enhance their 
lives?" 

She urged the inspector to 
rule in favour of the district 
council in saving the theatre 
from “extinction" and said she 
hoped it would become a “fur- 
ther beacon of theatrical activ- 
ity" in the town. 

She criticised the Govern- 
ment for its lack of support for 


the arts saying: “1 feel passion- 
ate about the fixture of the 
theatre in this country, and 
about this government - so fer- 
vent in opposition -and its fail- 
ure to support the arts." 

The actress, who sat down to 
rapturous applause, became in- 
volved with the campaign last 
year when she performed at the 
nearby Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre. 

The inquiry was set up after 
Weatherspoon's lodged an ap- 
peal when the council Mocked 
hs application for permission to 
change the theatre. 

Council planning officers 
had recommended granting 
pennssian, but the committee' 
rejected it because it regarded 
the theatre as an important 
part of Stratford’s cultural her- 
itage that should be maintained. 




Leading lights: Ffion Jenldns (left) and Dame Diana Rigg, of the Association for Business Sponsorship of the Arts 

Campaign coup as business gives its backing 


The Independent and Indepen- 
dent on Sunday campaign to 
stop the crisis in the arts by giv- 
ing tax relief to people donat- 
ing money to theatres, galleries, 
museums and orchestras, has 
won another victory, gaining the 
support of the country’s leading 
businesses. 

The Association for Business 
Sponsorship of the Arts ( Absa), 
which represents 300 business- 
es including companies such 
as BT and BP, is supporting 
our campaign, Absa’s director- 
general Colin Tweedy said 
yesterday. 

The association, whose di- 
rector of operations is Ffion 
Jenkins - recently married to 
the leader of the Opposition, 
William Hague - numbers lu- 
minaries in both business and 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Save 

the 

Arts 


the arts on its ruling council. 

These include businessmen 
such as Sir Peter Davis and Sir 
Nicholas Goodison and leading 
figures in the arts such as 
Dame Diana Rigg and Lord 
Puttnam.. 

Absa yesterday published 
its own tax guide for its mem- 
bers, prepared is association 


with Arthur Andersen, the ac- 
countancy firm. Absa chairman 
Robin Wight, who heads the 
WCRF advertising agency, has 
sent a copy to Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor, with a letter 
that says the Government 
should look at ways of simpli- 
fying the treatment of sponsors 
and donors in line with the 
United Slates model. 

Mr Wight says: “Our tax 
guide is 60 pages long. Surely 
it should only be three pages.” 

And Mr Tto/eedy added yes- 
terday: “Arts supporters should 
be left with a warm feeling and 
not an accounting nightmare." 

The Independent and Inde- 
pendetuon Sunday campaign is 
urging the Chancellor to sim- 
plify the tax system for those giv- 
ing to the arts and make all 
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donations tax deductible in his 
Budget on 17 March. This 
would massively increase the 
amount of money individuals 
grvs to the arts, and help end the 
financial crisis that cultural in- 
stitutions are feeing. 

Already this week the 
campaign has attracted the 
significant support of the Sec- 
retary of State for Culture, 
Chris Smith. Many leading 
arts figures including Sir 
Peter Hall, Sir Cameron Mack- 
intosh, Fiona Shaw and Ian 
Holm have' also given their 
support. 

We are urging Mr Brown to 
use his Budget to 'introduce a 
charge in taxation law to enable 
people to make tax-free dona- 
tions to arts companies and 
venues. 

A simple system could be 
brought in to replace the mud- 
dled and ajmbereome system of 
tax relief through covenants 
and the Gift Aid Scheme. 

The system is riddled with 
ano m ali e s. Some arts organi- 
sations are charities, others are 
not. Tax relief can only be 
claimed where the organisation 
is a charity. In addition, tax re- 
lief can only be claimed on do- 
nations above £250, a deterrent 
to many who would like to 
help the arts. 
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EL Steel’s lobbying 

challenge broke rules 


Blair looks toward new deal for jobless 


By Anthony Bevins 

THE LIBERAL Democrats 
last night leaked the outline of 
a high-level Labour Early dis- 
cussion, attended by Him' Blair. 
agreeing that “representations" 
should be made to ministers 
about predatory pricing in the 
newspaper industry. 

A minute of last week’s 
meeting of Labour's Parlia- 
mentary Committee - the key 
contact poinr between the lead- 
ership and backbench MPs - 
said they had discussed the 
Companies Bill and Lord Mc- 
Nally’s all-party amendment 
on predatory pricing, on which 
the Government roundly- 
defeated last Monday. 

The meeting was chaired by 
Clive Soley. Parliamentary' 
Labour Party chairman, who 
told The Independent on Tuesday 
that he favoured a compromise 
under which action could be tak- 
en against any business which cut 
its price below cost for more than 
a fixed period 

The pricing issue was raised 
during Prime Ministers ques- 
tion time yesterday by Paddy 
Ashdown. The Liberal Demo- 
crat leader said the Government 
appeared to be arguing “that 
when it comes to competition, 
dealing with newspapers is the 
same as dealing with tins of 
beans, when it manifestly isn't. 
A vibrant media is vital to a 
healthy democracy." 


By Fran Abrams 

s'j iTcal Correspondent 


THE FORMER Liberal 
Leader Lord Steel broke 
Parliamentary rules when he 
supported a pro-hunting group 
without declaring an interest. 
Sir Gordon Downey ruled 
yesterday. 

Lord Steel, then Sir David 
Steel, tabled an amendment in 
October 1996 to a Commons 
motion which criticised the 
Cbuntiyside Movement. At the 
time, he was paid £93.000 a year 
for one day's work each week 
as chairman of the movement, 
as revealed by the Independent 
on Sunday last Autumn. 

Five months later he tabled 
a further three motions in sup- 
port of the movement, again 
without declaring an interest. 
Although it had stopped pay- 
ing him by then he apologised 
to the House for the omission, 
according to Sir Gordon's 
report. 

However, the Pariiamen- 
taiy Commissioner for Stan- 
dards rejected “on balance" a 
Further complaint from the 
Labour MP Dale Campbc 11- 
Savours that Sir David broke 
adviocacy rules by tabling (he 
amendment. He also ruled out 
allegations that Sir David’s 
actions had breached rules on 
advocacy and on the register- 
ing of employment agreements. 



Lord Steeh ‘No dishonour 1 

If Lord Steel had not retired 
as an MP at last year's general 
election he would have been re- 
quired to amend bis omissions, 
a report yesterday from the 
Committee of Standards and 
Privileges said. 

Last night. Lord Steel was in 
France on business, but a state- 
ment released by the Liberal 
Democrat MP Charles 
Kennedy with his agreement 
said the report “puts in some 
context the more lurid head- 
lines” on the matter. 

“David's relationship with 
the Countryside Movement 
was a public matter of foci from 
the outset. That is the reality. 
There is no question in my mind 
of any dishonourable conduct 
whatsoever," Mr Kennedy said. 

Mr Campbell -Savours said 
that if it had been dear in 1996 


that the foxhunting lobby was 
paying a prominent liberal, it 
would have become an election 
issue. It was “particularly ob- 
jectionable" that one of the mo- 
tions had attacked a £lm 
donation to Labour from the 
International Fund for Ani- 
mal Welfare, he added. 

“We now need a total review 
by the Standards and Privi- 
leges Committee of the 
operation of employment 
agreements. They are being 
abused and the Nolan reforms 
were intended to cut out this 
kind of abuse," he said. 

Lord Steel confirmed to the 
committee that he had no ob- 
jection to the inquiry and had 
no wish to seek the “protection” 
as a member of the Lords. 

He did, however, take ex- 
ception to the fact that Mr 
Campbell-Savours' complaint 
had been made and released to 
the press without the courtesy 
of prior notice. 

The chairman of the com- 
mittee, Robert Sheldon, said 
that even if Lord Steel had still 
been an MP it was unlikely he 
would bave faced suspension. 
However, some penalties 
would probably have been 
discussed. 

“We note that he has apol- 
ogised and we hope that this wiH 
explain the way in which ibis 
committee responds to fail- 
ures of this kind.'’ 



THE PRIME Minister : 'yg 
yesterday launched an £8ai \| 
advertising campaign to' jj; 
promote the Government s g-. 

.flagship New Deal for . 

unemployed young people >y 

amid jibes that the potential ' 
“client group" was fas t 
disappearing, writes flame * , 
dement. Labour Edlton . . 

Tbny Blairs dan on can W| ; 
the business community to 
support the initiative came 
unemployment figures 

showed that the number of V 

jobless 18 to 24 ~year-olds * 
stood at 118,000 compared 
with the Government's -£i 
original target in 1995 of ^ . 
250,000. 

David Wiflens, Toiy - ; 
employment spokesman, said 
the number of young people 

out of work was foiling 

towards 100,000. 

“The Government is 
pressing on with its expensive. 
£8m advertising campaign for \ 
the New Deal when, in many 7 
parts of the country, 
employers will now have 
difficulty finding young 
people who have been 
unemployed for more than six. 
months.” 

Andrew South, the 
employment minister, argued, 
however, that unemployment 
remained high by historical 
standards. 

Mr Blair said: “This is 
nothing less than a crusade 
and one that brings together 
government, business and . 
people in a common purpose 

because unemployment has 
wrecked the lives of too many 
young people for too long.” 



The Link: 


Job advertisement Tony Blair at yesterday* bunch of the £8m campaign Photograph: Reuters young people for too long.’ 

PM against privacy 
law ‘by any method’ 
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By Anthony Bevins 

rVrf'Cl.' 

TONY BLAIR opposes a pri- 
vacy law. by legislation, or 
“backdoor" application of the 
European Convention of Hu- 
man Rights throughrthecooris, 
his spokesman said last night-' 

In the Commons Willianr 
Hague, the Tory leader- asfed 
for an assurance about the con- 
sequences of the Human Rights 
BtD, due for its second reading 
in the Commons on Monday. 

: “Can you confirm," Mr Hague 
asked, “that the Government 
1 will consider amending the Bfll 
to make sure there is no risk of 
a backdoor privacy law coming 
into force through the Human 
Rights Bill?" 

Mr Blair said: “We have al- 
ready confirmed we are listen- 
ing to those representations ... 
being made to us. We con- 


firmed that a long time agp." Mr 
Hague's questioning was 
prompted by an interview with 
Lord Irvine, Lord Chancellor, 
in the Men- Statesman, in which 
he suggested the Press Com- 
plaints Commission should take 
“prior restraint" powers to curb 
exposes like the News of the 
' World report cm the relationship 
between Robin Cook, Foreign 
Secretary, and his diary secre- 
tary, Gaynor Regan. 

Lord Irvine wants the inde- 
pendent Press Complaints 
Commission to complement 
the Human Rights BiD with new 
procedures to impose fines of 
up to £10,000 on papers that 
breach its privacy guidelines. 

In the Commons Mr Hague 
asked for assurance that there 
would be no “backdoor" priva- 
cy law imposed by judge-made 
interpretation of the European 
Convention, and Mr Blair said: 


“It is not the case that it wffl lead 
to a privacy law. The European 
Convention on Human Rights 
is a measure that allows us to 
claim in this country whal oth- 
erwise we would have to claim 
in Europe." 

But the Prime Minister's 
spokesman said later that unless 
voluntary agreement could be 
reached with the newspapers 
strengthening the system of 
press self-regulation, they could 
end up with a privacy law im- 
posed on them by the courts. 

He said the Prime Minister, 
Lord Irvine, Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary, and. Chris 
Smith, Secretary of State for 
Culture, Media and Sport, had 
discussed the issues involved 
earlier this week. “We don’t 
want a privacy law, front-door 
or backdoor," he said. “Weare 
trying to ensure that we do not 
end up with a privacy law.” 
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Nerve 


shows RSI is 
all in the mind 


. RSJ whi ch affects thoo- 

By Jeremy Laurance » *rfmoto^“ dhasle , ft 

PS of intensive coj^r 

THE DISABLING condition or^in ompenBtion. ^^^Ewbedearlb 

jmtsess asyass 
mssres SSasks-T 


0ar»^ 

furtj 

Cij 


4 . — ■ 


p to the nerves in the nano, is safe.- - ' 

researchers sty. ^ dustlia i workers who P* 2 * 51 ^ ^r|e finance onion BIFU, 

^KluSTtoflet-roU 

Susj-srJt 

kssexsS SSSS® 

HgSSffi ^gg 

aSSSgff: 3s ST33B 

ssa ss?.- sassasas 

- — nerve oamase- . . 


jjjgSgg^^ 


•- V.JSI 


*1 






*£;\: I7& 


• ■■■ -a 


:. •• v. '-" ' ••.-,-M:^^ 


as pain, inificafir® nerve damage- compensation was 

The study, funded Sr to win in casesof •‘pat&o- 

ical cbari^Action ^ where there .vac 

was co oducted on 29 ° ^ear physical symptoms _- 

- 17 rr„»- Sps P andbumps-.“Di^ 
controls who did not n® co® Jhae there were no phys- 

^tSu^^gress. ical signs, was much harder lo 

which claims that 100,000 key- suggests it is pos- 

hoani workem and a to^yfr diffuse 

number mother jobs suffer rsL It is the first step on the lad- 

SSESCSS- "gsssaSK 
S“5 SEJSSS jSSSSf,-"*- 




* • .(, • ••• V •- V r».-w 

'mi M 




m ; m 


‘My injuries finished 
my chances of work; 
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ONE OF the most celebrated 
recent victories for an RSI suf- 
ferer was that of Anne Packer, 
who won £70.000 from her em- 
ployer just before Christmas, 
writes Jeremy Lanrance. 

Jite Packer, 55, was a senior, 
supplies assistant -with the* 

North East Thames Regional 
Health Authority who was med- 
ically retired two years ago with 

disabling shoulder, arm and 
hand injuries. 

She had worked for the au- 
thority without problems for 10 _ . . 

years until her office was relo- Anne Packer Cannot hold 
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years until her office was relo- Anne raaen 

cated She found herself the only a pen or do up zips 
employee with computer skills 
and worked in cramped condi- 

tions for up to eight hours a day Kathleen Hktis, 47, wo 

. ,__T A f79.nno after being forced to 


Euro r a 



£20 

CASHBACK' 


tions for up to eigm nuuis a. uay _ — ~ r . 

at the keyboard. £79.000 after beu^ forced to 

She began suffering pain in give up her job with the Inland 

her hands and arms and started Revenue. Ms Hams, ol west 
taking p ainkill ers. She lost the London, developed pains ; m 
power of grip in her bands her right arm m 1990 while 
which made it difficult for her working on an electric type- 
to hold a car steering wfaeeL writer for seven hours a day. 

She said: “My injuries fin- She was forced to retire in 
ished me on the job market I July 1993 and is now registered 
cannot hold a pen to write and as disabled, unable to do house- 
I certainly cannot operate any hold chores such as ironing, 
kind of keyboard. I find it dif- Af the announcement of the 
ficult to dress or do up zips. My out of court settlement in Jan- 
• ■ i nmnorp thp narv 1094. Ms Harris told a Dress 
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i like my body when It is with your 


By e.e. cummings 
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i like my body when it is withyour 
body. U is so quite new a thing. 

Muscles better and nerves more. 

i like your body, i like what it does, 

i like its hows, i like to feel the spine 

of your body and Us bones, and the trembling 

-firm-smooth ness and which i will 

again and again and again 

kiss, i like kissing this and that of you, 

i like, slowly stroking the, shocking fuzz 

of your electric fitr, and what- is- U comes 

over parting flesh .. . And eyes big love-crumbs. 


and possibly i like the thrill 


of under me you so quite new 


The Daily Poems for this pre-Valentine’s Day week come from 
The Book of Love, an 800-page anthology of prose and poet- 
ry from many different periods and cultures, edited by Diane 
Ackerman and Jeanne Mackin (W W Norton, £2230). 
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Luck prevented ‘Sea Empress* devastatio 


By Tony Heath 

Tlffi ‘SEA EMPRESS’ oil 
disaster cost between 
£50m and £100m in environ- 
mental damage and would have 
destroyed more wildlife if the 
wind had been blowing in the 
opposite direction, it was 
claimed yesterday. 

The tanker ran aground at 
the entrance to Milford Haven 
ago this Sunday when 
the wind was blowing off-shore 
- a rare phenomenon on the 
west ^les coast - and the 
tourist season was still a couple 
of months away. 

Even so, some 72,000 tonnes 


of oil spewed from the strick- 
en vessel polluting 125 miles of 
coast, much of it inside the Pem- 
brokeshire Coast National Park, 
and dealing a hammer blow to 
an economy based on tourism 
as well as on oil refining. 

Speaking in Cardiff at the 
start of a three-day conference 
called to discuss a government- 
backed report The Environ- 
mental Impact of the Sea 
Empress Oil Spill, Professor Ron 
Edwards who chaired a lengthy 
investigation, said; “Had the 
tanker grounded later in the year 
when beaches would have been 
thronged with visitors and had 
the wind been blowing on-shore 


- as normal - it could have been 
much worse." 

The report is based un al- 
most WO separate investigations 
and cost £2m. Damage to the 
environment is estimated at 
between I5Um and £lUftm, with 
losses to the tourist trade rang- 
ing from an optimistic £1. 5m to 
a numbing £40m, with extra 
health costs put at £t 7m. Loss- 
es to the fishing industry have 
yet U> be fully quantified. 

Professor Edwards denied 
that the 2b0-page document 
pulled punches. “It is not a 
whitewash as some have 
claimed. 1 won’t have whitewash 
in any report I make." he de- 


Fsra:-;.^: 



Costly error: Slick cost at least £ 50 mPbotograph: Rob Siratton 
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Industrialists come 

to the aid of unions 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


-Sjlr.rhe" iWcootuvo ejection by Rita da Almeida (left) and 

Batten in front of the designer's studio in south-west London yesterday _ — 


TONY BLAIR’S plan to water 
down the Government’s com- 
mitment to workers’ rights wul 
be critically undermined today 
when the non-partisan, highly 
respected Industrial Society 
comes down in favour of the 
unions. 

The society, funded by both 
sides of industry, will warn 
against Mr Blair's strategy of 
erecting substantial barriers in the 
way of union recognition - a po- 
sition endorsed by media ty- 
coon Rupert Murdoch. 

The statement from the so- 
ciety is due be issued today as a 

group of Labour MPS meet Mar- 
garet Beckett, President of the 
Board oflrade, to express con- 
cern over signs that Mr Blair may 

be bowing to the demands of Mr 
Murdoch and other employers. 

In particular, the society is 
concerned about the Prime 
Minister's interpretation of a 
clause in the manifesto which 
says that union recognition 
should be granted where a bal- 
lot of “the relevant workforce" 
produces a majority. 

Mr Blair is understood to 
favour an argument advanced 
by the Confederation of British 

Industry which, wouldinast that 


recoenition could only be grant- 
ed if a majority of the entire 
workforce eligible to vote sup- 
ported it, rather than a simple 
majority of those voting. 

John Kndl. head of research 
at the Industrial Society, ac- 
knowledged yesterday there 
had been considerable debate 
on the issue, but “the argument 
thm a ballot would be deemed 
successful if a simple majority 
of votes are cast in favour, re- 
mains compelling, particularly 
if balanced with a meaningful 
participation threshold". 

The society is understood to 

be unhappy wdh a “follbaric" po- 
sition being floated by Labour 
sources, which would set a 
threshold for participation in a 

ballot as high as 80 or 90 per rear. 

The Industrial Society's in- 
tervention comes after a letter 
to Labour MPs from the Tracks 
Union Congress which told 
them that if they had stood for 
election under the CBI sysr 

tem, all but 14 would never have 

reached the Commons. 

The society is less supportive 
of the union line on how the vot- 
ing “constituencies” should be 
drawn up. Mr Knell points out 
that this is a crucial issue itt de- 
termining how the law will op- 
erate. He says that the “more 
st raightfo rward and workable the 


definition the better. The 
society is understood to : toga 
the CBI position era thK®^ 

which means employers w01 be 
able to derided the txmndartes 
based on company suuctor^- 
TbeTUC position is thought to 
be too complicated- Unions fear 
ttatGHnpanics will “gerryman- 
der" the constituencies to min- 
imise the likelihood of 

’“ffieade* are 

meet Mis Beckett early 

week to urge her to honour the 
manifesto on union recognition. 

It is thought that they wifl be 
pushing at an. open door. The 

real difficulty will be to persuade 

Mr Blair. 

A White Paper on employ- 
ees’ rights, which wffl contain 
... Time line 


tecogniuuu yi — 

last autumn, postponed until the 
month, and since delayed until 
March or ApriL 

Mr Murdoch’s position was 
made dear yesterday in a Tones 
leader arguing that “easy union 


recognition cuuiu 
bad old days". He fears that the 
GPMU print union could wm 
representation rights at his 
Wapping plant. His newspaper 
titles were transferred to the 
complex in east London ial986 
after 5,000 employees were dis- 
missed for going on strike. 


Nineties young are playing the field 


Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 


ADOLESCENTS in the 
Nineties spend more than twice 
as long playing the field in 
their search for a mate as they 
did 40 years ago. Young people 
are having sex earlier - on av- 
erage at 17, compared with 20 


for men and 21 for women in 

the Fifties -but the age at which 

they settle down with a partner 
or get married is unchanged - 
22 for women and 24 for men. 

The widening interval be- 
tween first intercourse and first 
birth, new averaging 12 years for 
men and seven years for women, 
has “profound implications" for 


the sexual health of the nation 
(for sexually transmitted diseases 
and for contraception), Kaye 
Wellings, of the London School 
of Hygiene and Topical Med- 
icine, said at a seminar organ- 
ised by the Family Planning 
Association and the Health 
Education Authority. 

Ms Waitings, co-author of the 


national survey of sexual alti- I 
tudes, published in 1994, said a 
new analysis of the findings had 
revealed the changes. 

The figures also show the 
disappearance of the virgin 
bride. In the Fifties, 40 per cent 
of women married before they 
had sex compared with less 
than 1 per cent in the Nineties. 
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ACADEMY AWARD NOMINATION 

^^-^ISACK - Best Supporting Actress 


Kevin 
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Hilarious 

Bp y Bamigboy® - DAILY MAIL 

“...laugh out 
loud funny.” 
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Lost Tibetan text exposes Chinese brutality 


By Teresa Poole in Peking 


A SEARING criiicism of the death, de- 
struction and famine wrought by the Chi- 
nese in Tibet after the Dalai Lama fled in 
1959 is published today. It will be the first 
time the document has been seen by any- 
one outside the top leadership in Peking. 

The 70.000 Character Petition, the most 
important text in modem Tibetan history, 
was written in 1962 by the 10th Panchen 
Lama, the second-highest spiritual leader 
of Tibetan Buddhists. It is the most heart- 
felt and trenchant attack ever known to have 
been made by an insider of Chairman Mao's 
disastrous policies. 

The 1 0th Panchen Lama wrote the 123- 
page petition after investigating China’s bru- 
lal suppression of the 1 959 Tibet rebellion 
and the impact of the agricultural upheaval 
of the so-called Great Leap Forward on 
parts of Tibet. It details: 

■ How the number of monasteries in the 
Tibet Autonomous Region, as Tibet was re- 
named in Communist China, had dropped 
from 2500 to 70 by 1961 . and the number 
of monks and nuns was reduced by 93 per 
cent- Outsiders sometimes mistakenly think 
that this scale of devastation did not occur 
until the 1966-76 Cultural Revolution; 

■ How terrible famine and random per- 
secution resulted in “an evident and severe 
reduction" in the population of Tibetans 
‘in surrounding provinces of China, such as 
Qinghai and Gansu; 

■ That during the so-called “Democratic 
Reform" which was imposed on Tibet af- 
ter the 1959 uprising, Tibetans were per- 
secuted indiscriminately and very violently, 
“falling down unconscious ... their limbs 
being broken . . . [and] some who lost their 
lives during the struggle". Suicide was a 
common resort with people “throwing 
themselves into rivers or using weapons to 
kill themselves": 

■ That “the number of prisoners in the 
whole of Tibet reached a percentage of the 
total population which has never been sur- 
passed throughout history", with many pris- 
oners dying of “abnormal" causes; 

■ How- in Tibet, the authorities “lined up 
monks on one side and nuns and secular 
women on the other side, and forced 
them to select someone horn die other side" 
as a marriage partner. 

The Panchen. who was only 24 at the time, 
submitted his petition to the Chinese prime 
minister, Zhou Enlai, in the summer of 1962. 
When he was gathering his material, voic- 
ing even the slightest disquiet about Mao's 
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Exile: The Dalai Lama with his guards after fleeing in 1959. The Panchen Lama’s Petition exposes China's brutality in Tibet at this time Photograph: Popperfato 


policies was political suicide. But in the 
petition, the Panchen Lama states bluntly: 
“In the past, although Tibet was a society 
ruled by dark and savage feudalism, there 
had never been such a shortage of grain." 

Two years later he was jailed. He was 
not released from prison and house arrest 
until 1978. He died in 1989 in suspicious 
circumstances. Few copies of the petition 
ever existed, but one found its way to the 
London-based Tibet Information Net- 
work, which has now published it 

Over the years, the 10th Rmchen Lama 
was accused of being a Chinese puppet, nur- 
tured by Peking as an opponent of the ex- 
iled Dalai Lama. Publication of the Petition 


should lay that argument to rest Profes- 
sor Dawa Norbu, a Tibet specialist at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru University in Delhi, 
said: “It is dear from this document that 
the Panchen Lama should be considered 
the first Tibetan human rights activist in 
modern Tibetan history." 

Well-schooled by the Chinese, the 
Panchen Lama knew how best to present 
such a risky document. Page after page hails 
the “radiant fflummation" of Chairman Mao 
and the Chinese Communist Party, bnt this 
political correctness also gives way to a sav- 
age description of the reality of life and death 
in Tibet, and the attempted extermination 
of Tibet’s religion, culture and language. 


Under the auspices of Chinese officials, 
“they burned countless statues of the Bud- 
dha. Buddhist scriptures and stupas, threw 
them into water ... broke them and melt- 
ed them”. They insulted religion by “using 
pictures of the Buddha and Buddhist su- 
tras to make shoes" and did things “which 
even lunatics would hardly do". Some vil- 
lages and monasteries “looked as if they had 
been accidentally destroyed by bombard- 
ment and a war had just ended, and they 
were unbearable to look at". 

The final death toll in 1959-61. through 
famine, execution, fll-trealment of prison- 
ers, and “struggle” sessions, is not known 
to this day. “Many people, principally the 


young and old, died of starvation." In 
Qinghai after the system of communal agri- 
culture was imposed, each person had only 
5kg of grain a month, “so dregs of fat, grain 
husks and so on which formerly m were 

fodder for horses and donkeys, bulls and 
oxen, became hard to get and were consid- 
ered nourishing and fragrant foods". In some 
places there were “whole famffies dying out”. 

The Panchen Lima feared that as the 
“wind of destruction blew up", Tibetan cul- 
ture and religion would be wiped ouL The 
Chinese cadres, he complained, “thought 
everything old was backward, filthy and use- 
less". “'We must ensure that Tibetans do not 
change into another nationality". 


INNOCENTS AT THE 
ME RCY OF PEKING 

THE POLITICAL legacy of die bte Khh 

Paixhen Lamas ncjw secure wfth the pub- 

Bcarfon of his 70,000 OxmxtyPeWon. Bi* 
his spiritual legacy is a tragedywWdi is 
stiB unfolding, writes Teresa Pbote. 

Since 1995, two young Tibetan beys 
have been virtual prisoners of the Chi- 
nese in Peking, innocents caught up in a 
poBticai dispute over which boy b the true 
reincarnation of the 10th Panchen Lama. 
One, Gendun Choekyi Nyima. was 
named in May 1995 by the exiled Dalai 
Lama as the new Panchen. Then aged six, 
Gendun and his parents have not been 
seen since^ after the enraged Chinese 
authorities spirited them away into 
“protective" custody. 

A second boy. Gyaincain Norbu, was 
produced by die Chinese in November 
1995 as the Teal" 

Panchen. 

His future is litde 
more enviable; he 
is being trained 
under dose official 
scrutiny and . is 
wheeled out for 
photo-opportuni- 
ties to demonstrate 
his young spiritual Tragic hero: Late 
wisdom. Gyaincain I Oth Panchen 
is now about nine. . 
too young to realise that the majority of 
Tibetans consider him a Chinese fake. 

With th is start in life, the fives of both 
these potential Pan chens look destined 
to be as tortured as that of the lace 
Panchen, described as the “tragic hero” 
of occupied Tibet by die Ubetoiogjst Pro- 
fessor Dawa Norbu. 

The Hkh Panchen was bom in 1938, 
and his candidature for Panchen was sup- 
ported by Peking. He tried to walk a 
tightrope between his Tibetan loyalties and 
the need to accommodate die Chinese. 
But the Panchen Lama's carefufiy-worded 
1962 Petition fed to party criticism and al- 
most 14 years in jail or house arrest. 

On his release, he again spoke up about 
the Tibetan people and culture, repeat- 
ing many of h&acaca3ons in a 1987 speech. 
He died suddenly on 28 January 1989, pur- 
portedly of a heart attack. But the fact 
that his par ents and tutor were in hospital 
within days of his deadi prompted rumours 
that he had been poisoned. 
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Boutros-Ghali 
condemns US 

role over Iraq 

. The former UN chief tells Robert Fisk in Paris that he fears 
e worst as the allies prepare for yet more bombing 


Sotriros BoutrcxKIhali looked at 
uswjth something between 
wona-weanness and despair, his 
olcThound-dog face registering 
astonishment at the West’s follv 
in the, Middle East “What is cer- 
tain. in any kind of strike a F mq 
Iraq is that it will reinforce the 
position of the fundamental- 
ists* he saidL “There is no doubt 
about this. Fundamentalism is a 
basic anti-Western attitude. So 
here again, the Westerners are 
preparing to bomb an Arab 
country — and it is the Iraqi peo- 
ple who will be killed.” 

^&in, arrogant, haughty, the 
descriptions of the former Unit- 
ed-Nations secretary-general 
and Egyptian ex-foreign minis- 
ter Tiave made Mr Boutros- 
Ghali as famous as his old job. 
Vanity there is but in Paris yes- 
terday, it was weighed down with 
a sense of cynicism and fear. It 
was he, after alL who ran the UN 
inthe.aflennathofthe 1991 Gulf 
War when thousands - perhaps 
a milli on — Iraqi civilians died 
under UN sanctions, originally 
imposed when Saddam Hussein 
invaded Kuwait. 

“I cannot say I am against 
sanctions, no - because sanc- 
tions exist in the UN Charter, 
and 1 was a member of the UN 
Cabinet in 1990. We had had an 
invasion of a member country 
[Kaiwait]. It was an ‘Anschluss' ” 
It was obvious, however, 
that Mr Boutros-Ghali’s scorn 
was reserved for a UN Security 
Council which allowed the 
Americans to use its resolutions 
in any way they saw fit “What 
nobody mentions today is what 


happened in August 1996," he 
said. “The Americans bombed 
Iraq when their Kurdish oper- 
ation collapsed. Why? Because 
it was August? No, the Ameri- 
can point of view was exactly the 
same as it is going to be today: 
that their interpretation [of 
staging air strikes] was accord- 
ing to the terms of the UN res- 
olutions [on non-compliance 
with arms destruction]. But 
what are the points of view of 
the other members of the Se- 
curity Council? Why cannot 15 
member stales give their own in- 
terpretation -after all, they par- 
ticipated in the adoption of 
these resolutions." 

He continued: “I am aston- 
ished that with the exception of 
just one newspaper, nobody 
today has mentioned the prin- 
cipal actors who are suffering - 
the Iraqi people. And the UN. 
remember, was an institution 
created to protea the people.” 
Of US Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright - the neme- 
sis which destroyed Mr 
Boutros-Ghali’s hopes of a fur- 
ther term as UN Secretary 
Genera] -there was studied dis- 
cretion. “Gentlemen don't 
talk," Mr Boutros-Ghali mut- 
tered But this did not apply to 
the United States. 

“You have had a drastic 
change in American public 
opinion in the last three years. 
They were looking at the UN in 
1992 as the new super-organi- 
sation that will manage the 
world Mrs Albright was talking 
about ‘active multi-lateraJism’. 
Then suddenly you have a fun- 
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daraenial change. It followed 
the accident [sic] of Somalia.” 

If America lost its trust in Mr 
Bouuos-Gbairs UN when its 
dead soldiers were dragged 
naked through the streets of an 
African city, why has the UN 
nevertheless imposed sanctions 
against America's enemies 
rather than its friends? Mr 
Boutros-Ghali wished us to un- 
derstand what happened when 
UN Secretary Generals tried to 
implement UN resolutions 
against Israel. 

“After the Israelis put hun- 
dreds of [Palestinian] religious 
leaders [sic] on a Lebanese 
mountain in the early 1990s, 
they were ordered tv the UN to 
take them back. 1 sent a report 
to the Security Council, saying 
that Israel had not complied 
with the Security Council. One 
week later began the attacks on 
me, saying I was arrogant, that 
I was a bad manager, that there 
were scandals in the UN's 
finan cial administration." 

We should have no illusions, 
Mr Boutros-Ghali insisted. 
“The UN will act according to 
pressure from the major actors. 
Why was resolution 242 [calling 
for Israeli withdrawal from oc- 
cupied Arab land] never im- 
plemented? And why are 
resolutions concerning Libya 
and Iraq always implemented? 
Because the UN is a political 
body; it's not a kind of tribunal. 
It is not a council of wise men 
trying to solve problems ac- 
cording to equity or natural law. 
It’s a purely political order." 

Comment, page 21 




Time off: Prince Charles break yesterday In the Bhutan Hirnalaj 
Che 17th-century Tak Tsang monastery, where Tantric Buddhism 
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Lewinsky ‘spent 40 minutes alone with Clinton 


By David Usbome 

in Washington 

The While House sex scandal 
took on an ominous new spin 
yesterday after a former secret 
service officer claimed he saw 
Monica Lewinsky, the former 
intern, spend at least 40 minutes 
alone with President Clinton in 
the Oval Office. 

WhQe there have been reports 
of unnamed sources witnessing 
the two alone together in the 
White House, Lewis Fox is the 
first to come forward and make 
the claim in person. He spoke 
• first to the Washington Post. 


Mr Clinton has been en- 
gulfed in allegations that he had 
sexual relations with Ms Lewin- 
sky, who is now 24,-and that he 
told her to lie about them since 
the scandal first broke on 
21 January. 

The assertions of. Mr Fox, 
who retired early last year, 
could be important because 
the President is widely believed 
to have stated in a deposition 
he gave in the parallel Paula 
Jones sexual harassment case 
that he had never spent time 
alone with Ms Lewinsky. 

Hillary Clinton, meanwhile, 
made a fresh attempt yesterday 


to blunt the scandal Talking to 

reporters, she suggested that the 

entire imbroglio would eventu- 
ally start to fade. “I don’t an- 
ticipate that this will evaporate. 
But I anticipate it will slowly dis- 
sipate over time under the 
weight of its own insubstantial- 
ity, r she said. 

An appearance by Ms 
Lewinsky in front of the grand 
■jury empanelled by the special 
prosecutor, Kenneth Stair, 
which had been set for today has 
been postponed at least until 
next Tbesday. There was spec- 
ulation that a deal could be 
struck before then between Mr 


StmaixiMsLewmsky’slawyem 

that would give her immunity 
from criminal prosecution. 

Ms Lewinsky’s mother, how- 
ever, Marria Lewis, began a sec- 
ond day of testimony before the 
grand jury in Washington yes- 
terday. Daughter and mother 
lived together at the Watergate 
apartment complex in ^tesh- 
Ingto n at the time that the al- 
leged Haisons with the President 
took place. 

In his remarks, Mr Fax said 
he remembered Ms Lewinsky 
arriving at the White House one 
weekend day in late 1995 with 
an armful of official papers 


and asking to see the Presiden t 
He said that he showed her in 
and that they were alone to- 
gether. He had not seen her 
leave when he left his post af- 
ter 40 minutes. 

Mis din ton refused to ad- 
dress Mr Fox’s chums. James 
Carville, an old troubleshooting 
supporter of the President, told 
one interviewer: “Why would the 
Washington Post report that, 
when they know full well that 
there are four doors into the 
Oval office? Why didn’t they 
choose to report that anyone can 
walk in any door, none of them 
are locked?” 
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• mortgage at mid-term, a ^ * received from the implore you to hammer home the need for this* so that 

tvi^youngchil^rentosuppo^^ e ||^ to nsturri to work • as few famiiies as possible have to go through this 
^ "T liked. Without raising devastating situation. 

■much ea ier |rrt0 a downward spiral that Yours sincerely. 

- it, I was pitching y returned to work. 

would further effect my hea ^Q WO tk longer and A ft \ I 

! found that j^t to su^|^ ^mutated during the (A -. ^ 

harder to cove . . eventual effect 


harder to cover we ■ ^ ^ ^ ^ ua , tff** 
period of illness. . k |v e now got over this 

inMayl 997 ofasecondattaok.l 






Andrew Robert Salmon 



Setting up your plan couldn't be easier. Just decide what 
monthly income you need and give us a call. It'll take five to 
ten minutes of your time to run through some questions, 
then we'll send you everything you need. We even fill in the 
forms for you! 


W 


direct 

personal financial service 


0345 900 900 


Open seven days a week from 8m to TOpm 


• •• 


i ^Bt*va*na id tau Stm 


mpawMas.-mri,no| Ml g tt|k) 




6#HBOal PriwsmdWamtSBn 













<{ ifi. 


ROVER 











^ •+;;'{ ‘ • v . ,H ? ' ; V^ ;iy *-. : . ■ ; ; 



CAR SHOWN 618i £15,650 ON THE 


road, price correct at time of going to 


PRESS PRICE INCLUDES 12 MONTHS ROAD TAX. DELIVERY TO DEALER PREMISES AND NUMBER PLATES. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 
























15/FOREIGN 


South Africa’s new underclass 

ByMa ry Bnaid,n Cap- Tc, Wl 

? a ! ch 

pan. Nearing the end of an JJ lhC 
cook-in for hundreds of neiehbo n 'u hl1 ^ 

USK^-S-i-K. 

Sa 'J our of Sanddrift Has,, a dust- 

^£2* housing Schcme - “ BuI ^ 
fT 8 ? ^, he would rather give them 
to floral black squatter camp." la the 
new South Africa, few have been more dev- 
astated by change than the growing army 
ofpoorwhites. In the old days of apartheid 
the weakest and least educated whites were 
cushioned by the National Party; Afrikan- 
ers were particularly favoured. 

State-owned industries like the railways 
and post office operated like job-creation 
schemes. Today, though rich whites moan 
about transformation, their lives have 
hardly altered. But those at the bottom of 
the previously privileged heap are strug- 
gling as businesses are streamlined and af- 
firmative-action programmes, designed to 
redress decades of racism, kick in. 

On streets, whites jostle with black hawk- 
ers for begging space at road junctions. And 
in places like Sanddrift East, one of the last 
whites-ooly public bousing schemes thrown 
up by the outgoing National Party, every 
day is a battle lo survive. Most woridng-da.4 
whites could once rely on the bungalow, 
double garage and de rigueur family pool. 

No longer. 

At Sanddrift ’s community soup kitchen 
children and mothers gather round the 
cooker. For many, the fritters are the only 
meal of the day. Some seem resigned to 
their place in the new South Africa; oth- 
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whites 



ers are bitter and eager for scapegoats. “No 
one wants to employ a white man these 
days." says lan Reid. 32. a father of two, 
retrenched in favour of blacks. He says he 
never supported the old regime but claims 
the new’ government is discriminating 
ag ainst whites as the Nationalists did 
against blacks. When jobs were plentiful in 


state-run concerns, whites hardly noticed 
the absence of a welfare stale. Now they 
struggle to pay stale scht*ol fees and med- 
ical bills. Many, like Mr Reid, are threat- 
ened with eviction for rent arrears. “The 
housing woman told me flat out.” he says. 
“ ‘Pay up or hand over the house. There 
are plenty of blacks waiting*." Already five 


Coloured (mixed-race) families have moved 
into Sanddrift. A Coloured woman stands 
in the soup-kitchen queue, apparently 
welcome. Mr Reid has odd opinions for a 
non -racist: if a white family lakes over his 
home he says he will swallow, if a black fam- 
ily moves in he will burn it down. 

His neighbour. Sonia Senekal, 33. is 


more barefaced: she is fimou> 
is changing colour “I just don t Ute 
blacks." she says. “Sometimes I just cry be 

for iL~ Despite protest 
constant background noise- 

awav many are in no doubt as to 
where it is going. But when Michelle, a weD- 
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tnw-cost Commumcare housing , ° 
elicit little interest 
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that in Commumcare s ^ 

inp schemes most families get along. 

is that poor peopl eare * iav " 

Mrs Vaa Zy, 

Wfll stfll do the soup run when the maj 
ity of her neighbours are not white. 
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Kidnap makes an ass 
of Italy’s ransom law 


By Andrew Gumbet m Rome 

DURING HIS eight months of 
eaptivity at the hands of Sar- 
dinian bandits, Giuseppe Sof- 
fiantini was chained to a tree in 
the woods, had both his eare sev- 
ered, was given only a fraction 
of his usual heart medicine and _ 
lived off stale bread and spring ' 
water. So when the 62-year-old 
industrialist from the northern 
city of Brescia was released on 
a lonely roadside outside Flo- 
rence on Monday night, he, his 
family and the whole of Italy 
breathed a large sigh of relief. 

It has been a relief tinged with 
c-mt rove's) - , however, as the 
Italian state examines one of the 
most difficult kidnapping cases 
of recent years and the appar- 
ent failure of its idiosyncratic leg- 
islation to deal with the problem. 

Iu many ways, Mr Soffianli- 
ni’s case is an illustration of how 
not to handle a kidnap. An at- 
tempt to rescue him back in Oc- 
tober ended in a shoot-out in 
which one undercover agent was 
killed. Subsequent police 
searches through the brush- 
land of southern Tuscany were 
sabotaged because someone in 
the police kept lipping off the 
media. Right up to the end _ ne- 
gotiations for Mr Soffiantini s 
release were hampered by the 
notoriously inefficient Italian 


post, which delivered -ultima- 
tums well after the deadlines 
laid down in them had passed. 

Most controversial of all has 
been an Italian law which bars 
the victim’s family from paying 

any ransom. The idea of the law, 

which was passed in 1991, is to 
deter bandits from undertaking 
kidnaps in the first place, and 
to leave responsibility for the ne- 
gotiation process with cool- 
headed professionals working 
for the state rather Lhan over- 
emotional next-of-kin. 

But in Mr Soffiantini’s case, 
the mechanism broke down. As 
family members repeatedly 
complained, the restriction on 
their assets only prolonged his 
agony as they were obliged to 
raise money from friends. De- 
spite capturing four members of 
the kidnap gang, the state failed 
either to sniff out Mr Soffi- 
antini's prison, or to scare the 
bandits into lowering their ran- 
som demand significantly- 

Earlier this month, the stale 
was forced lo admit defeat and 
a magistrate issued a special or- 
der unfreezing the Soffiantini 
family’s assets. The ransom 
money - 5 billion lire (about 
£2m) - was delivered by Mr Sof- 
fiantini's best friend last week 
in two suitcases. 

As Mr Soffiantini, looking 
haggard and grey but otherwise 


in good physical condition, was 
welcomed back to the bosom of 
his family, it became dear that 
[he law had been played for a foci 
and that the worst kind of mes- 
sage had been sent to the Sar- 
dinian gangs — keep your nerve, 
hold on to your hostage and you 
will get your money in the end. 

“Since the law was passed ... 
the length of time victims have 
spent in captivity has doubled 
and the consequences for the 
credibility of the state have 
been insidious." the crime ex- 
pert Beppe D’Avanzo wrote in 
the Carriers della Sera. 

Mr Soffiantini is not the first 
kidnap case to give rise lo such 
problems. Ten-year-old Fourak 
Hassan. kidnapped a few years 
ago, had to be bailed out with 
slate money after months of 
heart-rending headlines. But 
this is the first case in which the 
family's assets have been made 
available to pay the ransom. 

The Justice Minister, Gio- 
vanni Maria Flick, insisted yes- 
terday that the law was working 
in that the number of kidnap 
victims has falien sharply since 

199 l(just a handful a year, com- 
pared with 50 or 60 in the 
1970s). But even he said some 
amendments would be neces- 
sary to tighten controls on the 
ransom money and toughen 
sentences for kidnappers. 


France to give gay 
lovers legal status 


By John Uchfield in ^ 1 ^ 
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pacts" - whether homosexual 
or heterosexual - the right to 
adopt children or obtain med- 
ical help to have children 
within the health system. 

The extension of the new 
status to any two people Iiv- 
ina together, whether in a sex- 
ual partnership or not. »s a 
deliberate political pipy by the 
government Many Socialist 
deputies had warned m ad- 
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to vote for something whicb 
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Aid reaches 
quake victims 

THE FIRST helicopter with aid 
reached survivors of an earth- 
quake in northern Afghanistan 
yesterday, a week after [he first 
tremor struck. 

families walked miles, some 
barefoot, through the snow 
from villages where thousands 
of their relatives and neighbours 
were killed, to the regional 
centre of Rustaq, where aid is 
being co-ordinated. Relief 
agencies have put the death toll 
from the quake, and a smaller 
tremor at the weekend, as high 
as 4.200 and say thousands 
more are homeless. 

— Reuters, Rustaq 

Freetown 

under siege 

WEST AFRICAN interven- 
tion force soldiers pressed for- 
ward yesterday to the eastern 
edge of the Sierra Leone capi- 
tal Freetown, capturing an im- 
portant ferry terminal and 
vowing to vanquish the junta 

^The Nigerian-led forces, who 
are fighting to return elected 

president Ahmed Tejan Kabbah 
to power, are now only three 
miles from the city centre. 

— A P, Freetown 



• HAMISH 
• AUNTIE FLO 
• MICHAEL 

• JUUE 
• CAROLINE 


DAVID 


• CHRIS 


• PATRICK 


1 GEORGE 

• KAZ & DAVE 
• RACHa 

• SIMON # PHILIP 


DEE 

• NICKY 

• GRAN 


• CHARLIE 

• WILLIAM • MIKE 

• JACK 

• UNCLE JOHN 

• PAMELA • ELLA 

• MUM & DAD 
• PAUUNE 

JACKIE & CHRIS • DAVID H • ANDY 


• HELEN 


• UZ 


ANN 


• GREG 
• DEREK 

• ROBIN & LOUISE 


KYUE 

• CLIVE 
USA 


• STEVE 


BEN 


JACKIE 


LILIAN •AUSON 

• HARRY • STACEY • JO 

• ELISABETH • CLAIRE 


EVELYN 


• JILL 


maurebm 


• UNCLETOM 
• BUNTY 

MIRANDA 


• CHARLOTTE 

• KAREN 


MANDY 


SAMANTHA 


RAUL 
I JEREMY 


JOHN 


You can save 25% on your UK long distance calls. 

When your nearest and dearest live ail over the. country, what do you do? 

You call them of course. Now you can chat away for much less. 

With Cable & Wireless UK-Call, you enjoy savings of 25% during the evening, 

Monday to Friday on a five minute national call (compared to BTs basic rate). 

If you like a good gossip late in the evening, our special night-time rate, 
between 10pm and 8am, Monday to Friday, can save you 43%. 

And don’t forget on Saturdays, until the end of March 1998, no UK long 
distance call will cost you more than 50p. Also, you’ll automatically receive — 

at least K>0 free minutes of local evening calls every month. (All this for a 
quarterly fee of £3.75.) 

To find out how much you could save, ring us now on FreeCall 0500 500 365, 
quoting R1NDMA. 
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Dream machine: Martin Kropp's futuristic design, based on the classic Mark 11 jaguar, which won the RCA competition 


Big cat in no danger of extinction 


The gas-guzzling Jaguar has 
always been a thirsty beast 
And Nonie Niesewand 
says it's unlikely to go green 


WHEN the Deputy Prime Minister was 
puffing his way up Downing Street for a 
photo-opportunity, sending two black 
despatch boxes ahead in his Jaguar while 
urging businessmen to walk to work, car 
designers at the Royal College of Art 
were unveiling their ideas for new versions 
of the marque. They were asked to iden- 
tify a potential future Jaguar product. Were 
their prototypical cars green, neat, low 
on fuel and small ? Not a bit of it. 
They were all styled like gas-guzzling 

haimobiles. 

Owners of expensive cars love the 
sleek, shiny speed of a car like a Jag, how- 
ever much they endorse the worthy ideals 
of those who want cars to be remodelled 
in such a way that they have a less detri- 
mental effect on the planet. 

Mr Prescott's beloved Jaguar Sovereign 
4-litre long-wheelbase, for instance, might 
thrill its owners with its ability to acceler- 
ate from 0-60 in 7.8 seconds, and reach a 
maximum speed of! 44 mph, but Friends 
of the Earth give the £4d.(KJ0 vehicle just 
three out of 10 in its green index. 

“It is a gas-guzzler", said a spokesman. 
Someone in his position should be setting 
a better example bv driving a smaller car 
giving out fewer C02 emissions. Jaguar 
points out. though, that its cars' catalytic 
convertors are set to Californian exhaust 
emission standards, the world's most strin- 
gent. 

As Royal College of Art professor, Ken 
Greenley.who designed a Bentley, points 
out: You can't sell in the ali-important US 
market if you don’t sell in California, So 
Jaguar, like any other export brand, abides 




John Prescott is devoted to his 4.2- 
litre jag - despite urging others to 
take up less environmentally 
damaging modes of transport. The 
1960s mode) on display at the RCA 
was an inspiration to students 

Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


sort out all the low-emission new engines 
in parallel with the designers. 

Far more important for sales than any at- 
tempt to be green is the styling of a car. Nine- 
ty per cent of Jags are bought by people who 
like the way a particular model looks. 
Jaguar, unlike its rivals - Mercedes, Audi, 
and BMW - never had a generic family look: 
Jags are driven by heroes and villains. 

Geoff Lawson, Jaguar's chief styling 
guru for the past 15 years, blames legisla- 
tion for the cloning of cars, because it de- 
termines the position of everything from 
lights to bumpers and airbags. So design- 
ers are asked to look at the design motifs 
of Jaguar, the shoulder lines, the number 
of windows, the slopes and wheel arches, 


by current conventions on fuel consump- ' the rounded headlights and the wheels, to 


Lion and emissions. Technical designers will translate all these historical motives into 


a modem design. In fact, nothing which is 
planet-saving. 

Keith Helfet, principal stylist at Jaguar 
and one of the judges, admitted that 
classic Jags are hard acts to follow and 
that, “in other words, it was a bloody dif- 
ficult project". The Royal College of Art 
winner, Martin Kropp, 33, from Sweden, 
managed to “pull together most of Jaguar’s 
marque values" with a compact sporting 
saloon whose proportions return to the 
Mark IL 

This brilliant futuristic car looks like a 
snail on acid, crouching at the back, with 
a long, long bonnet and deep lozenge ra- 
diator. Kropp's design, inspired by the clas- 
sic Mark n, has headlights like predatoiy 
eyes and a strong feline graphic on a retro- 
modern salon. It gives what the designer 


calls a “longitudinal flow towards the del- 
icate tapered rear end." 

This is as dose to the big cat - the Jaguar 
that’s not extinct - that we are going to get 
until the new Jaguar X200, a BMWseries- 
5 sized car, is unveiled at the Bir m ingham 
Motor Show in October. Due to go on sale 
in 1999, this modern interpretation of the 
MK n Jaguar is designed to broaden their 
appeal from the luxury market io the ex- 
ecutive car market. Christopher.Frayling, 
rector of the RCA, who drives a BMW 5. 
points out that Jaguar drivers have an old- 
er profile. That’s because it costs £50 to fill 
just one tank on the XJ8. 

With the top-secret baby Jag, code- 
named the X400, and due to go on sale in 
2001, Jaguar plan to go down in size even 
more and appeal to the BMW 3-series dri- 


vers. Ford Motor Company. Jaguar’s own- 
er, announced last month that it would as- 
semble this model at the Halewood plant 
in Merseyside and the Government has 
pledged £4Q0m. 

The students who down-scaled their cars 
without sparing the stylistic flourishes 
also reflected the neuroses of our times in 
their designs. More secure, less open, 
maybe they are a reaction to the particu- 
larly British problem of car break-ins and 
attacks through windows. Common to all 
were small windows. Low and sleek, the 
glass area on Jags is usually not large, but 
these cars by the 15 first-year post-gradu- 
ate students taking part in the competition 
had veiy little glass, and much more 
voluptuous bodywork curving protective- 
ly around the screens. 



A flower shop is curved, naturally 
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9 Exotic Orchids for Mothers Day only £9.95 



Vr. Of all ibe fkjwere around the woVId Orchids are deemed to be 

■ amongst the most exotic of them all. Wiib Mothers Day approaching 
J r . on March Had isn’t h a lovely thought that the person you think 

most of will receive 9 Metre of these exotic flowers from you . com- 
pletc with a personal message. 

■ Within three days or being freshly picked in Thailand these beautiful 
* blooms wifi be delivered. Each pack wiU contain 3 stems each of 3 

■■ differently coloured varieties and with a little care and attention will 
f last up to three weeks io bloom. 

Simply HU in dre coupon below with your mate and address, the 
address you want the Orchids delivered to and not forgetting your 
personal message i please add your oamc/s to this line). Send to us 
and we - will do the rest If yoo wish to send to more than one person 
please fill out the details on a separate piece of paper. 

Please make sure that your order arrives by 13th March so that wc 
can deliver in rime. 


Please sand me 
lendosemycht 


How to order 

Spalding i(JI775) 762345 for 
U enquiries and 24 hour credit card 
order service OR 

Fill in coupon quoting your AccessAflaaf 
Mastercard number or send with crossed 
cheqtrc/PO. NO CASH please, to: 

THE INDEPENDENT MOTHERS DAY 
ORCHID OFFER. RO. BOX 50, SPALDING, 
LINCOLNSHIRE. PE1I 3SX 
Yew orchids will be delivered id time for 
Mothers Day. If you wish to order more than one 
orchid spray ihcn pkase fill out a separate piece 
of paper with details of further rmtas. Offer sub- 
ject to availability and UK mainland wader* 
only. AU orders most be recared by I3th 
March 19W. 


Orchid Spfsy(s) at E3. 

is/PO (address on back) made r 
Ing 1ND083, orptoasa debit my 
rcard account Wtth tha sum of E, 


[a) at £9.95 each 
| made payable to: 


My card number is: 

E33C (lilt. LI I 1. ill 

Please use BLOCK CAPITALS. Expiry date: _ 
Noma.’fMnMrs/Mjss/MsJ 
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A worry 
that goes 
right to 
the top 


IN the past I've not seen a great 
deal of similarity between my- 
self and HM The Queen. Now 
I know despite the disparity in 
age, lineage and wealth, we’re 
sisters under the skin. 

This week her hairdresser 
Paul Burgess found out he had 
not been sacked because the sa- 
lon had been taken over. No, the 

Queen had requested his re- 


involvement to be concealed. 

How refreshing to find out 
that the anointed ruler and 
bead of the Commonwealth is 
just like everyone else: terrified 
of offending a hairdresser. For- 
get feng shui, cognitive behav- 
iour therapy or psychoanalysis: 
the real power lies in. the hands 
of your stylist. You don’t agree? 
Think of how much people will 
pay for the best. Demi Moore 
once spent $350,000- having a 
scene reshot because her hair 
didn't look right; President Clin- 
ton closed an airport and spent 
$200 shortening his. 

But of course, as in any re- 
ligion, people expect miracles. 
Willy Russell’s Educating Rita 
sighed over the fact that women 
expected to be transformed 
into Farrah Fawcett- Major by 
a haircut. 

It doesn't happen. Disciples 
can turn nasty when their faith 
is tested - witness the number 
of recent legal actions. Only tins 
week Madeleine McDonald, a 
38-year-old hotel receptionist 
received nearly £3,000 in an out- 
of-court settlement after she was 


GLENDA 

COOPER 


left “looking like a 70-year- 
ohT by her local salon. 

But hairdressers' ability to 
transform is not just an the phys- 
ical level. There is also a strong 
emotional and spiritual bond as 
welL One friend described how 
he had once been saved by a 
friendly stylist who persuaded 
him to abandon his Kevin Kee- 
gan-style perm for a more flat- 
tering crop. “I was overwhelmed 
with gratitude,” he says. “I be- 
came totally dependent on her, 
paying £48 for a haircut for 
years, because I could not break 
off the relationship.” 

For retribution is usually 
swift if you dare disobey the 
gods. I broke off the relationship 
with my stylisL An hour later I 
was standing crying in the mid- 
dle of Kflburn High Road “I 
look like a dog,” I wept. “Yes, 
but a very nice dog,” said my 
then boyfriend trying to cheer 
me up. He still doesn't quite un- 
derstand why we split up. 

Even if HM decided that 
Paul Burgess was not to her lik- 
ing ages ago but still mur- 
mured approval when he 
showed her the back of her 
head she can be grateful she has 
not had to to put up with the 
more devout of hair worship- 
pers. Roman Polanski was so 
obsessed with maintaining Faye 
Dunaway's sleek bob io Chi- 
natown that he once spent half 
an hour trying to tease a single 
stray hair into submission. Fi- 
nally, in fury, he ripped it out 
by the root. Dunaway immedi- 
ately stomped off the set, clos- 
ing down production for a day. 
The rest of us would probably 
have meekly agreed that it 
looked better now. 
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IN a space no bigger than coal 
bunker, 60 square metres with 
the cutting room in the base- 
ment, architect Jan Kaplicky 
and Amanda Levece of Future 
Systems have designed a Sower 
shop od the cutting edge of ar- 
chitecture, NonieNiesewand 
writes. Surgical without being 
clinical, rhe new “Wild at 
Heart” in west London de- 
signed for Nikki Tibbies isa lab- 
oratory for ideas. 


Single flowers in a test tube on 
bendy wire on either side of en- 
trance vibrate as you step in. 

The space is all white, walls 
and floors and built in platform 
storage cum seating all made of 
MDF lacquered white, “real 
while" in many coats. The only 
colour comes from the oval 
frame on the shopfront en- 
trance, achieved as simply asi 
painting white on the reverse 
side of the glass facade. The 


greenish tint in the crown glass 
(which isn’t obvious unless the 
glass is painted or viewed end 
ou) turns pistachio. A white 
mesh sail for a ceiling stretch- 
es taut on yachting halyards. 
There isn't a straight line in the 
place. Even the back wall curves. 

It is the first Shop by Future 
Systems, the prime practition- 
er of finding new ways to use 
old materials and new methods 
of building. 
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Not in front of the lawyers 


F: Marks | ooks 


9-t tWO 


w ays of avoiding the heartache, bitterness and expense of divorce: mediation and the pre-emptive strike of the pre-nuptial 


I; marriage for 
t the MILLENNIUM 
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' ? rt ?rn. N Natasha Roberts 
tpW Iwr husband, Stephen, that 

thett 22-year marriage was over, 
battle lines were drawn. She 
: {^wanted to remain in the farm- 
s' home and to keep their two 
daughters at private schools. 
Wounded and embittered, he 
refused to agree to anything. 

The stage was set for them 
to slug it out through their so- 
licitors, a lengthy and acrimo- 
nious process that could have 
ended up in the divorce courts. 
Early on, though, a lawyer sug- 
gested that they try to resolve 
their differences with the as- 
sistance of a mediator, an im- 
partial third party. 

By the time that they had 
completed five sessions, the 
couple had drawn up a satis- 
factory financial settlement. 
Mrs Roberts says that the 
process enabled them to co m- 
a municate about practical mat- 
f* ters and spared their daughters 
the spectacle of all-out war. 

“We were absolutely unable 
to sort things out between our- 
selves,'’ she said. “Mediation 
brought us together to talk, and 
helped to put our relationship 
on a civilised footing." 

This is a route that is in- 
creasingly being taken by cou- 
ples negotiating their way 
through rbe minefield of sepa- 
ration. It is likely .la become 
even more common when the 
relevant sections of the Family 
Law Act 1996 - the hotly-con- 
tested divorce legislation in- 
troduced by the former Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Mackay - 
come into force. The Act re- 
quires couples to be informed 
about the possibility of atlend- 
tfdng mediation sessions. 

■ But there are still a lot of' 
popular misconceptions sur- 


r Ct Si -L.M-y people con- 
S' 1 r ,h «Hin- 

offcrn In reallly ' oelii aiois 

Offer no views on a relationship 

aa ® °^ ective referees 
a* far as the practicalities are 
concerned, encouraging cou- 
P es to reach joint decisions on 
tatters such as access to chil- 
dren, division of assets, housing 
and financial support. 

The advantage over com- 
municating through lawyers is 
mat the approach is non-ad- 
versaria I . But it does not work 
for everyone, or for every issue 
according to Ruth Brass, who 
mediated for the Roberts. “It is 
often not appropriate if there 
has been domestic violence, or 
if the re is a big power imbalance 
where one partner simply bul- 
lies^he other," she said. 

“Some people are so bitter 
that they can’t sit down in the 
same room with each other, 
never mind talk reasonably. 
Others lake part for the wrong 
nsasons. I saw one couple where 
the man only attended as a way 
of seeing bis partner and beg- 
ging her to come back." 

Mediation services have ex- 
isted since the 1970s, and there 
are about 1,000 mediators, 
many affiliated to the Family 
Mediators Association or Na- 
tional Family Mediation. Some 
work alone, others in teams of 
two, pairing a lawyer with a pro- 
fessional from a social work or 
counselling background. 

Ms Bross, partner in a north 
London legal firm, Bross & 
Bennett, stresses that mediation 
is not a substitute for legal ad- 
vice; each partner is advised to 
retain an independent lawyer, 
and settlements should be legal- 
ly ratified. Even so, the avenue 
can be relatively inexpensive: 
most couples require three to six 
90-minute sessions, at a cost of 
about £250 a session, com- 
pared to fees charged by cen- 
tral London lawyers of at least 
£150 an hour. Legal Aid may be- 
come available in some cases. 

Hazel Wight, spokeswoman 
for the Family Mediators As- 
sociation , says it can be daunt- 
ing for a couple to unravel 
their affairs in front of 
strangers. “They have to get to 
grips with all sorts of horrors 
and long-held fears," she says. 
“Bat the great thing is that if the 
couple do reach a settlement, it 
is tbeixs, it is not imposed by a 
third party such as a judge. 

The names of the couple in 
this article have been changed. 
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Match postponed: Barbra Streisand and fames Brolin put their wedding plans on hold while their lawyers negotiated a deal 


Photograph: Rick Wilking/Reuters 


The new vow: ‘My earthly goods I thee deny’ 


IN the first flush of love, the 
idea of signing a pre-nuptial 
contract is about as romantic as 
the prospect of sleeping in sep- 
arate beds. The Iasi thing that 
a couple want to contemplate 
as they walk down the aisle is 
who gets the fridge-freezer and 
custody of the dog if they split 
up. 

But gjven that two out of five 
new marriages end in divorce 
in this country, it is not sur- 
prising that people are be- 
coming a little more pragmatic. 
Where contracts on dividing the 
spoils of union were odcc the 


exclusive preserve of the rich 
and famous, they arc increas- 
ingly gaining currency among 
ordinary couples. 

Marked changes in the way 
we live are the main factor. Peo- 
ple are getting married later in 
life, by which time they may 
have amassed savings that they 
are loathe to shore, and those 
entering second marriages may 
be anxious to make independent 
provision for existing children. 

In the case of film stars and 
rock singers, the considerations 
are dearly more pressing- Thus 
Barbra Streisand recently put on 


hold plans to many her fiance, 
James Brolin. while their 
lawyers hammered out a pre- 
nuptial agreement. 

Michael Jackson, mean- 
while. said to be worth £50flm. 
has a contract with his wife, 
Debbie Rowe, which gives her 
no rights to his fortune in the 
event of a divorce. Elizabeth 
Taylor signed one with her 
eighth husband, Larry Forten- 
sky, although he still managed 
to walk away with £lm. 

It is partly publicity about 
such deals that has prompted 
couples away from the limelight 


to follow suit, according to 
Nigel Shepherd, head of the 
matrimonial division at Berry- 
mans Lace Mawer, a national 
law firm. . 

“1 dealt with one case where 
the man refused to get married 
unless his partner signed a pre- 
nuptial contract." Mr Shep- 
herd says. “He had a business 
worth £6ro that he wanted to 
leave to the children of his first 
marriage, and he was not pre- 
pared to take the risk." 

But such agreements are 
far from routine here, though 
in the United Slates and many 


European countries they are 
part of the culture. It is not that 
we are more starry-eyed; it is the 
fact that they are not recognised 
by the English courts. 

The Lord Chancellor’s De- 
partment is considering reforms 
that would make these contracts 
legally enforceable. In the 
meantime, according to Mr 
Shepherd, judges are more in- 
dined to take them into account 
if both partners sought inde- 
pendent legal advice before- 
hand and if both were candid 
about their financial affairs. 

“The other key factor is 


whether provision is made for 
major changes in circumstances 
such as the birtii of a child," he 
says. “Otherwise it will not be 
worth the paper it is written on.” 

You can, if you like, follow 
the example of some American 
couples and write into a contract 
a pledge to spend quality time 
together. But you may not stip- 
ulate the regularity which which 
more intimate relations should 
occlh - . in this country, it is ille- 
gal to enter into a contract for 
the provision of sexual services 
- even if the signatories are mar- 
ried to one another. 


DILEMMAS 


Forget the classroom and take pride in teaching your own children 



VIRGINIA 

IRONSIDE 


SOMETIMES I feel a bit like 
Enoch Powell, who was capable 
of holding such diverse views as 
the legalising of homosexuality 
and the retention of the death 
penally. I hold pretty feminist at- 
titudes and yet when, it conies to 

women working I find myself be- 
mg remarkably stuffy- Probably 
^because I was the daugbterof 
a career woman, a high-powered 
professor, albeit of fashion, and 

despite the fact that she had her 

holidays free, I just didn't Hke 
it The rushed meals, tne 


Eileen is an ex-teacher with three children, 
8, 10 and 12. Should she be at home with 
them or go back to work? She had a 
costly education and wants to give 
something back to society, but does not 
want to deprive anyone of a job. Her 
husband earns enough for the family's 
needs 


latchkey round the neck, the 
feeling that my mother's mind 
was always somewhere else, the 
ruined weekends with extra 
work always made me feel sec- 
ond besL 

And that’s why, although 1 
can’t see why Eileen can’t take 
a couple of afternoons doing 
supply teaching if she wants to, 
the idea of her going back to 
full-time teaching is an anath- 
ema. She seems to see u sodetf 
as something “out there” and 

not “in here". Her duty to so- 


ciety is surely to give her three 
children a stable, relaxed home, 
for it is on our children's future 
that the maintenance of society 
depends. She sounds like some- 
one who lives irr her head and 
not her heart, more eager not 
to deprive some mysterious 
“someone" of a job. someone 
she has never met, a mere un- 
employment statistic, than ea- 
ger not to deprive her children 
of her own self, a mother. 
Eileen has her own class al- 
ready, albeit a class of three. 


There is sense idea that once 
children are three or five it’s fine 
to go back to work, but children 
need their parents long after 
they’re five years old. They 
need them when, like Eileen's 
children, they’re eight, 10 and 
12, and when they’re 15, 16 and 
17. The expensive education 
that Eileen has had will never 
be wasted as long as she has a 
family at home, for she can use 
if in so many constructive ways, 
educating her children in life, 
manners and social interaction 
as well as in education. 

So many children's mothers 
absolutely have to work, be- 
cause otherwise they cannot 
live, that it seems quite crazy for 
Eileen, whose husband can sup- 
port them all comfortably, to go 
out to work just because she 
feels some mysterious duty to 
society. It would another kettle 
of fish if she just felt over- 
whelmed with longing to be 
faced with 50 screaming kids in 
a fetid classroom. 

Eileen perhaps does not val- 
ue her role as a mother: perhaps 


she sees h as too easy or perhaps 
she doesn't enjoy her children 
with the passion that most moth- 
ers have. In which case, dare I 
ask it. but why on earth did she 
have three children in the first 
place? Surely not out of social 
duty? At least 1 hope noL 

WHAT READERS SAY 

1 would most strongly urge 

Eileen to stay at home for the 
next few years and have the time 
to enjoy her children's return 
home from school each day. 

With this time she will be 
able to listen to the events of the 
day and find the things they 
need the next day for acting in 
plays, for making things, for 
lending to friends for a cookery 
lesson. 

She can go to open days, 
parents' evenings, school plays 
and concerts. She can shop 
carefully and economically and 
cook ahead. 

If she misses companionship 
in the day, local hospitals need 
cheerful dependable volunteers 


- and - she can be free to en- 
joy evenings and weekends with 
her husband and children. 

It would be such a pity to 
miss such a lovely time in her 
new life. 

Sonia Supple 

Don’t feel compelled to go 

back into teaching. Count your 
lucky stars that you have a hus- 
band able to “support" you 
and your children and enjoy 
being a mother and home- 
maker. 

My years at home were the 
happiest of my life. I managed 
to avoid returning to teaching 
until the youngest started school 
and was only forced back to 
work by economic necessity. I 
am now and stressed out and 
the whole family suffers. 

Be there when your kids get 
back from school and enjoy 
helping them with their home- 
work instead of resentfully feel- 
ing, as I do, that yet another 
child wants my attention at the 
end of an exhausting day. 
Exhausted mum and teacher 


Oh dear!!! If I was confronted 
with die dilemma of having a 
partner earning so much dosb 
s/he could support me and all 
the family and the agony of not 
replaying society for my privi- 
leged education I would prob- 
ably commit suicide. How could 
1 live with myself knowing that 
I was denying a job to one of the 
needy? 

I humbly suggest that Eileen 
stays at home thus affording" a 
job to a needy person. She 
could perhaps find some vol- 
untary work using her skills to 
salve her conscience with re- 
spect to her desire to repay so- 
ciety for her education. 

Dr CR Clark 

Eileen should dismiss teach- 
ing. If she qualified before the 
birth of her children she would 
need retr aining. 

My recommendation would 
be training as a teacher of Eng- 
lish as a foreign language . The 
training period is briefand there 
is plenty of work for those ap- 
propriately located. In addition. 


the hours can be adjusted to fit 
family commitments. 

John Felling 

NOT WEEKS DILEMMA 

Although I work with nice peo- 
ple and have plenty of friends 
in and out of work, I constant- 
ly press the self-destruct button 
by sulking. What happens is I 
make a friend, we get on great, 
then I have a big sulk and hurt 
them. I miss the intimacy of 
friends, but as soon as! achieve 
it I wreck it. I feel so guilty and 
hate myself for il Now I some- 
times have to reschedule my 
workload to avoid certain peo- 
ple or not go out to avoid “so 
and so". This has prevented me 
from getting promotion; I lose 
motivation which leads to more 
sulking; I change my job - an- 
other cycle starts. I was spoilt 
. as an only child, but that’s no 
excuse. I’ve lost my best friends, 
have no one to confide it. 1 don't 
want any new friends, J want to 
hang out with the people 1 
grew up with. Gill 
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Now you can afford to take the 


whole squad to France this summer. 
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Supersevtr booting* mum be made 1 day in advance and by the 3lst March 1998. 
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Carefree university days, playing at 
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Good fellowship gilds the last summer of peace 


MOST golden ages exist only in 
retrospect. Yet the hot days of 
the Edwardian summer were a 
gilded time for the young man 
who was later lo become the 
only British monarch to relin- 
quish his throne. The dark days 
of the abdication were, howev- 
er, a long way off and the life 
of Edward, the young Prince of 
Whies, was a ropnd of hunting; 
polo, balls, foreign travel and 
undergraduate capers. He was 
chairing off the restrictions of his 
childhood and gaining the con- 
fidence and composure which 
were to become his hallmarks. 

He had gone up to Oxford in 
October 1912, aged IS, almost 

50 years after his grandfather Ed- 
ward VII had been an under- 
graduate there, his condutt 
regulated by strict rules laid 

down by his father. Prince Albert, 

the consort of Queen Victoria. 
“My grandfather was obliged to 
live apart hi a rented house, with 
a large household, and to wear 
a special gown when he attend- 
ed lectures,” Edward later re- 
called. His classmates had to rise 

respectfully whenever he en- 
tered a lecture room. 

“Fortunately for me all that 
had passed by the time l went 
to Oxford.” he later wrote in ex- 


ile. “I took my place freely 
among the other four thousand 
undergraduates - a circum- 
stance that was hailed by the 
Press as fresh evidence of the 
innate democracy of the British 
Monarchical system”. 

But democracy extended 
only so far, Edward's room 
had a “tub” installed, making it 
Magdalen College's first un- 
dergraduate bathroom. Even in 
those days crowds of reporters 
and photographers descended 
upion the ancient precincts, to 
the irritation of Magdalen's 
fellows and undergraduates 
alike, to record for the popular 
Press the more intimate as- 
pects of the prince's adjustment 
to university life. 

The academic requirements 
were not strenuous. “The plain 
fact is, of course, that 1 was pret- 
ty much of a problem to Ox- 
ford," he recalled. “To be sure, 
I could box a compass, read 
naval signals, run a picket boat, 
and make cocoa for the officer 
of the watch. But these accom- 
plishments, which the Navy had 
been at such pains to teach me. 
were manifestly without signif- 
icance to Oxford's learned 
dons.” He was taught history, 
political economy, French and 


The future king found freedom and 
friends at Oxford, writes Paul Vallely 


German try some of Oxford's 
most formidable brains. 

Yet despite the university’s 
outlay of intellect, Oxford failed 
to make him studious and be 
spent his tone socialising, at polo 
practice on Rirt Meadow, hunt- 
ing with New College and Mag- 
dalen Beagles, or just riding - 
his father, horrified at his tech- 
nique, instructed Edward’s 
equerry. Major the Hon 
W illiam Cadogan of the 10th 
Hussars, to make him ride four 
hours a week. 

Then there were what Ed- 
ward called the “mild games of 
roulette” and general carousing 
or larking with, his undergrad- 
uate chums Johnneis, Fergus- 
son and Archie (the nian with 
the blue tit on his head in Mag- 
dalen Quad and with bis 
trousers off wading through 
some tributary of the Isis). 

Ou Sunday evening after 
dinner they would repair to a 
musty little taproom at the foot 
of the stairway leading to the Ju- 
nior Common Room where 
Gunstone, the plump, red- 


faced, bald-headed steward, 
dispensed beer and rough sto- 
ries. “We never left,” Edward 
Later wrote, “until he had per- 
formed his famous banana trick 
— inserting a banana in the 
neck of a bottle filled with 
burning 'paper and watching 
the vacuum suck it down with 
a thud. The only time my father 
came to Oxford to see me I had 
Gunner perform this feat for his 
special benefit. ‘By God,' said 
the King appreciatively, ‘that is 
one of the darnedest tricks I 
have ever seen’.” 

Part of this varsity idyll con- 
sisted in joining the Oxford 
Battalion of the Officer Train- 
ing Corps, in which the heir ap- 
parent reached the dizzy rank 
or corporal. He also chalked up 
two summer camps under can- 
vas near Aldershot, including 
one in June 1914 in which he 
and his fellows were summoned 
to Laff aii’s Rain to see the 
King's birthday parade of the 
Aldershot Garrison. They 
watched the troops, in full- 
dress review order, march past 


the Commander-in-chief, Sir 
Douglas Haig, before long to 
become Field Marshall Earl 
Ha^ Little did they suspect that 
within a few months their ranks 
would be decimated in a war 
dogged by blunders by that 
same military leader. 

In June 1914 it was all a jape. 
Undergraduates turned up at 
camp fresh from Henley in 
Leander blazer and boater, 
fumbled inexpertly with Lee-En- 
field rifles, and buffed up their 
kit for Sunday inspection. Ed- 
ward reported that the officer's 
mess in the 1st Life Guards was 
deserted the month before the 
V&r to End Whis began, because 
most of the officers had gone to 
Goodwood for the races. 

War, when it came, fell sud- 
denly. On 28 June, news came of 
the assassination of the man 
Edward had previously been 
called from Oxford to Windsor 
to meet Archduke Franz Ferdi- 
nand, heir apparent to the Aus- 
tro-Hungarian throne, had 
arrived with his wife to visit 
George V: “I watched," Edward 
later wrote, “the Archduke, who 
could match my father asawing 
shot, pull two hundred and sev- 
enty three birds down out of the 
sky. No suggestion of tragedy 


then touched the elegant couple 
who only seven months later 
would fall before the [Serbian] 
assassin's bullets in Sarajevo.” 
That assassination touched off a 
series of events which, thanks to 
the entanglement of European 
alliances, inexorably pulled the 
Continent into war. 

On 31 July Austria declared 
war (hi Serbia; on 1 August Ger- 
many declared war ou Russia 
and France; and on 4 August 
Britain declared war on Ger- 
many. “Papa received news of 
Belgium's mobilisation," Ed- 
ward wrote in his diary for 31 
July. “All this is too ghastly and 
that we should be on the brink 
of war is almost indescribable; 
I am very depressed.” 

TWo days after the outbreak 
of war he was commissioned in 
the Grenadier Guards, “this was 
a special honour since my mod- 
est 5ft 71ns failed by a conspic- 
uous margin to meet the 
minimum height of six feet. I 
was a pygmy among giants." 

Three days later the King 
and Queen reviewed the route 
march of the 2nd Battalion 
Grenadier Guards as it passed 
Buckingham Palace, its wagons 
tarpaulined for the field of 
combaL The idyll was over. 


! 




Bertie on the links, Kintyre, 25 April 
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soldiers, then the harsh reality of war 





Edward^ photographs of the Magdalen College 
section of the Oxford University Officer Training 
Corps on exercise at Famborough in June 1914 with 
(far left) Archie Ritchie and above, the princess 
equerry William Cadogan, who was killed in the 
early days of the First World War 
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The Prince of Wales 
(second from left) 
squarebashing with the Guards 
at the time of the outbreak of 
the First World War. The 
5ft 7in prince said ‘I was a 
pygmy among giants' 
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The divided loyalties 
of a young officer 


The royal party at 
Buckingham Patacereviews the 
second battalion of the 
Grenadier Guards as it sets 
out on a route march to the 
war in France, 9 August 


“Your country needs you," was the re- 
cruitment message on the poster of the Sec- 
retary of State for ^fer, Lord Kitchener. His 
private message to the Prince of Whies was 
somewhat different 

Prince Edward’s dearest wish when he 
received his commission in the Grenadier 
Guards was to be allowed to fight along- 
side his contemporaries. But when his bat- 
talion was posted overseas -the young 
prince found himself transferred to the 3rd 
battalion, which was to remain at borne. He 
protested to his father, only to be told that 
Kitchener did not mind if the young prince 
was killed on the front line, but he could 
not risk his being captured and used as a 
hostage. One by one be watched the 
names of his friends, including that of his 
equerry, Major Cadogan, posted on the lists 
of young men killed. 

His protests at being left behind won him 
a transfer to the staff of the British Expe- 
ditionary Force’s commander in Fiance and 
he spent the rest of the war as a roving 
morale-raiser and collector of intelligence. 
He lived frugally, and, though provided with 
a Daimler, refused to use it because 'The 
cars of the brass hats bonked infantrymen 
off the road" and irritated the troops. In- 
stead he travelled around on a green army 
bicycle, covering hundreds of miles. His de- 
sire always was to be at the scene of the ac- 
tion, and he had what he described as “his 
closest call" when the Welsh Guards were 
bombarded in error by French artillery. 

As a prince of the crown he could not 
have done more to share the ordeal of his 
generation, and although proud of his sin- 
gle mention in despatches - he later 
framed a letter from Churchill confirming 
this - he was genuinely embarrassed when 
he was awarded the Military Cross. 

But for Edward the war was significant 
chiefly as the crucible in which he vastly 
broadened his range of human experience 
and honed his skills at communicating with 
his future subjects, from all backgrounds 
and countries of the British Empire. In the 
years after the war he put this to good use 
in his extensive goodwill tours of the 
Empire and in a growing interest in 
domestic politics. 

In the Thirties, when unemployment 
readied terrible new levels, he toured 
working-men's dubs throughout Britain and 
e n listed more than 200,000 men and women 
in occupational schemes. He became the 
most popular Prince of Wales for a centu- 
ry. Even the Jarrow marchers, when they 
reached London in their protest trek to de- 
mand jobs, cheered Prince Edward when 
they readied the capital. 

And yet there was, for Edward, an am- 
bivalence about the war. Only the year be- 
fore it began he had, at his mother's 
suggestion, toured Germany during his 
Easter and summer vacations from Oxford. 
“The purpose of these two trips,” he later 
wrote, “was to improve my German and to 
teach me something about these rigorous 
people whose Mood flows so strongly in my 
veins”. He was related in one way or an- 


As his comrades left for 
the front Edward asked 
to go with them, but was 
refused. By Paul Vallely. 

other to most of the. Royal households that 
reigned in Germany in those days. 

The prince had progressed from one 
Palast or Schloss to another, sampling the 
lavish if formal hospitality of his relatives. 
He stayed with the King and Queen of 
Wurrtenberg, whose ample figures, he 
noted, “betrayed the justice they did to their 
four full meals a day", and then with the 
Grand Duke of MeddeDborg-Sirelitz and 
finally the Duke of Saxe-Coburg and 
Gotha whose name the British royal fam- 
ily bore until George V issued a declara- 
tion in 1917 changing the dynastic name 
to Windsor. 

Edward constantly invented plausible ex- 
cuses for going to Berta, “a gay city in those 
pre-war days”, were he got his first taste 
of night life. He even had an audience with 
Kaiser Wilhelm II who rose to greet him 


Tomorrow: Fort Belvedere 
and the Fast Set 


from behind a great desk at which he saL, 
not in a chair, but on a wooden block shaped 
like a horse’s body to which was ginhed a 
military saddle complete with stirrups. 

He developed not just an affection for 
his kind but eccentric relatives, but an affin- 
ity for the German people. 

“Much of what I saw in Germany im- 
pressed me,” he later wrote. T admired the 
industry, the perseverance, the discipline, 
the thoroughness, and the Jove of the Fa- 
ther land so typical of the German people." 

It was an admiration which was to draw 
the former king to the Nazi regime which 
took power after that disastrous first war. 
His love for Germany led him into a naive 
sympathy with Hitler. 

In 1940 Churchill wrote: “The position 
of the Duke of Windsor on the Continent 
in recent months has been causing HM and 
HMG embarrassment as. though his loy- 
alty is unimpeachable, there is always a 
backlash of Nazi intrigue which seeks to 
make trouble about him." 

More recently there have been sugges- 
tions, revealed in intelligence papers re- 
leased two years ago by the Public Record 
Office, of a plot between the Nazis and the 
Duke that he would be restored to his 
throne if a German invasion of Britain was 
successful 

The Duke spoke, intelligence sources re- 
ported, of how England would then become 
the leader of a coalition of France, Spain 
•md Portugal while Germany would be free 
to march against Russia, it was a scenario 
which the young prince of 1914 would have 
found unimaginable. 
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The Lords’ lesson for Labour’s new MPs: dare to speak your minds 
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Ifs embarrassing. Here we 3re, stem crit- 
ics Of the ermine-clad brigade sitting 

there unelected in the House of Lords, ap- 
plauding their courage and perspicuity. 
First it was the revolt of the Labour peers, 
joining cross-benchers and a smattering 
of brave Tories to vote for amendments 
to the Competition Bill to allow proper 
testing of Rupert Murdoch's pricing poli- 
cies. Now it's the decision by the Lords’ 
Science and Technology Committee to set 
up an inquiry into the case for decrimi- 
nalising cannabis. 

Led by the former vice-chancellor of 
the Open University, Lord Peny of 
Wilton, a group of peers is to look dis- 
passionately at the drug and the contests 
in which it is used. Bar be it from us to an- 
ticipate the outcome. Suffice it to say that 
a lot of other distinguished people have, 
on examining the arguments and con- 
sulting their own experience, concluded 
that the law as it stands is not only inef- 
fective but unsound. To judge by the track 


record of the Science and Technology 
Committee, as of other specialist investi- 
gations by the peers, there is every rea- 
son to expect Lord Perry’s team to 
respond to the weight of argument and ev- 
idence and reach pretty much the same 
conclusions as the Independent on Sunday 
has lately been campaigning for. 

Of course that does not alter any fun- 
damentals about the Lords. A modem 
democracy has no need of the hereditary 
principle and ought to look with suspicion 
on government by appointees. What we 
have witnessed this week is action by a 
small group of liberal-minded peers, who 
know that, ultimately what they do and say 
stands to be countermanded and contra- 
dicted by the Government and its sup- 
porters in the House of Commons. The 
House of Lords, moreover, still contains 
many silent, whipped government pla- 
cepeople, those sit-on-their-hands Tbries, 
purposeless Anglican bishops, not to 
mention coachloads of hereditary 


landowners and peers- by-descent, who 
ram up only to collect their attendance al- 
lowances and when they do speak sound 
as if 1832 were but yesterday. 

It won’t do to say that lordly liberal- 
ism in itself makes a case for dividing law- 
making' into two segments, granting 
powers to an older, wiser second cham- 
ber, in order to revise or challenge the de- 
cisions of the principal legislature. It is 
plain that the peers have been made to 
look good only because tbeHbuse of Com- 
mons lately has looked so supine. The 
problem is partly. that of the historical con- 
dition of the Tbries - defeated, unimagi- 
natively-led and (sUOQ) fatally riven on 
Europe. They resort to character assassi- 
nation in place of policy development, 
quibbling in place of the sustained assault 
that Labour's plans for Britain deserve (not 
because they are flawed, but because they 
will be better thanks to criticism). 

But the problem is more Labour’s hege- 
mony and the way the Blairite project 


to have reduced MPs to me re au- 
tomata. It is a paradox. With that huge ma- 
jority in the Commons, MPs - one might 
think— could relax a bit, exerase their cere- 
bella, let fly an occasionally radical 
thought. Instead the whips patrol the cor- 
ridors like warders around an Alabama 
chain-gang. Labour MPS cry into their beer 
and bemoan their fate -but totally off the 
record, old chap. 

Sometimes, however, there are glim- 
merings- The anti-Murdoch forces in the 
Commons are mustering, their ranks said 
to include even such proto-New 

Labourites as Giles Radice, fighting the 

revisionist fi ght (as one commentator put 
it) while Tony Blair was still in nappies. 

Yesterday Margaret Hodge, fffl now loy- 
al in thought word and deed, sank her 
teeth into the flesh of Chief Inspector 
Chris Woodhead, despite the entree he 
enjoys at No 10. Whether Mrs Hodge’s 
committee is right to stogie oiit Ofeted 
in this way is not the issue: this kind of . 


work is what backbench specialists ate 

SUI fcthfc! evidence that the worms are be- 
ginning to turn? No one is advocating 
iamentary anarchy nor the abanctoam^ 
of party discipline in pursuit of the wmr 
government’s central goals. No one ssa>- 
ing that executive government can be «- 
Stive without being able to rely on 
guaranteed support in the 
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Government's existence: 

Labour MPS shoulrihave asked more 
searching questions about the purposes of 
Britisbanned forces in the Guff They have 
every right to ask Mr Blair just W pre- 
serving the friendship, of Rupert Murdoch 
is so necessary. It* open to themio qua 

MrStiuw on hfe unargued hard line cm sort 

chugs. If the old men in theLordscan do 
it, why not the younger men and. women 
in the Commons? 
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Strike on Iraq 

The relative ease with which 
chemical and biological warfare 
(CBW) production facilities 
can be built, concealed, dis- 
mantled and re-established 
means that any compromise 
on unrestricted access for UN 
weapons inspectors in Iraq 
would render the inspection 
process fatally flawed. Those 
who favour such a compromise 
are effectively allowing Sad- 
dam Hussein to preserve his 
residual CBW capacity and of- 
fering him the chance to con- 
tinue its development. 

As a result, a few years 
hence. Iraq may be in a position 
to unveil a strategic biological 
warfare capability sufficient to 
embolden Saddam to renew his 
geo-political ambitions in the 
Middle East. How would the 
UN Security Council then re- 
spond to Iraqi aggression? What 
is the likelihood of a coalition be- 
ing assembled to free Kuwait 
once more, for example? 

Opponents of decisive action 
now appear to believe that do- 
ing a deal with Saddam will pre- 
vent conflict in the region and 
that his desire lo acquire 
weapons of mass destruction 
has been quenched. A more 
likely analysis is that his military 
ambitions remain and that a fair 
greater conflagration is mere- 
ly being postponed 
Dr STEPHEN PULLINGER 
Executive Director 
International Security 
Information Service 
London WC2 

Before the US again kills a lot 
of Arabs, the world should 
recognise the principle to which 
these lives will be sacrificed. 

It is clearly not the principle 
that all states must comply with 
all UN Security Council reso- 
lutions binding upon them, since 
the US clearly does not believe 
that Israel must comply with all 
(or, indeed, any) UN resolutions 
binding upon it, among them 
Resolution 242 (regarding Is- 
raeli-occupied Palestinian and 
Syrian territories) and Resolu- 
tion 425 (regarding Israeli- 
occupied Lebanese territory). 

It appears to be the princi- 
ple that none of Israel’s enemies 
should be permitted to devel- 
op or acquire those weapons of 
mass destruction and delivery 
systems which Israel already 
possesses. Enforcing the second 
principle maintains the imbal- 
ance of power which permits Is- 
rael to continue defying the first 
principle with impunity and to 
continue its occupation of Arab 
lauds. It is this defiance and oc- 
cupation which makes peace 
impossible and the use of any 
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and all weapons in the region 
an ever-present threat 

The best way to achieve 
Middle East peace is not to 
make racially and religiously se- 
lective wars but to insist that all 
states comply with internation- 
al Jaw and with all UN Securi- 
ty Council resolutions binding 
upon them. A dear statement 
to this effect by the UN Secu- 
rity Council, concurred in by the 
United States, could produce 
Iraqi compliance in the short 
term and a broader Middle 
East peace, with some measure 
of justice, in the longer term. 
Without it, the region appears 
destined for another round of 
death and destruction. 

JOHN V WHTTBECK 
London W1 

As it becomes evident that, oth- 
er than in Washington and 
Whitehall, there is little en- 
thusiasm for a military strike on 
Iraq, there is a growing wish to 
find convincing arguments oth- 
er than the need to ensure com- 
pliance with post-Desert Storm 
resolutions. 

Hence the new emphasis by 


President Clinton and Tony 
Blair that the real purpose of 
military action is to protect 
Iraq’s neighbours from a future 
attadc from Saddam Hussein. If 
so, it does seem a little odd that 
all but one of these neighbours, 
Kuwait, which is in no position 
even to criticise American poli- 
cies, are against military action. 
Sir FREDERIC BENNETT 
Aberangell Powys 

For years we were told that our 
possession of nuclear weapons 
was a deterrent against attack 
by the Soviet Union on a basis 
of mutually assured destruction. 
Why are such weapons not now 
an effective deterrent against 
the use of chemical and bio- 
logical weapons by Iraq? 
CHARLES HUGHES 
Felixstowe, Suffolk 

Surely it is not too late, even at 
this late stage, to go that extra 
mile and seriously offer a lift- 
ing of economic sanctions on 
Iraq as a diplomatic quid pro quo 
for agreement on inspection? 
TREVOR COX 
Croydon, Surrey 


Save the arts 

The Independent's Save the Arts 
campaign, and your emphasis 
on assiduously covering the 
arts, will be hailed with gratitude 
by both artists and audience. 
But could we take the whole 
idea of tax relief for the arts one 
step further by supporting in- 
dividuals who create the art? 

In Ireland, 100 writers a 
year are given a bursary of a liv- 
ing wage while they work on a 
project approved by a panel of 
writers. Actors, musicians, writ- 
ers and visual artists all bene- 
fit from tax-free income. This 
imaginative approach to fund- 
ing has not so far crippled the 
Irish economy. Why can’t we 
have the same benefits here? 
ANGELA BURDICK 
Oxford 

In supporting your call to Gor- 
don- Brown to “Save the Arts”. 
I cannot but compare the re- 
sources, time and encourage- 
ment which the average 
secondary school gives its gift- 
ed mathematicians, scientists 
and computer whizz-kids, with 


the equally gifted musical child, 
often grudgingly excused from 
another lesson for instrument 
tuition, having to pay for it, and 
then being expected back in 
their own time to support the 
school at the prestige concert. 
ROGER GARRETT 
(Music Teacher) 

Kibworth Beauchamp, 
Leicestershire 

Sex education 

Tessa Jewell's recent comments 
on the need for better sex ed- 
ucation in schools (report, 9 
February) should be welcomed 
by everyone who is concerned 
about Britain’s high rate of 
teenage pregnancies and con- 
tinuing HIV infections among 
young gay men. But it is vital 
that ministers how back up 
their words with action. 

Fust, we need earlier sex ed- 
ucation and freely available 
contraception, as in Holland, 
where under-16 conception 
.rates are nine times lower than 
in the UK. and age at first in- 
tercourse higher. 

Second, it is time for sex ed- 


ucation to be included in the 
National Curriculum, so that all 
children are able to access ap- 
propriate and important health 
information. 

Third, the stain on British 
law that is section 28 of the 
1988 Local Government Act, 
which inhibits teachers and 
others from providing critical 
advice to young gay men, must 
be repealed. 

The absence of sexual health 
from all but two paragraphs of 
the recent Green Paper Ow 
Healthier Nation makes minis- 
terial action even more urgent 
Talking about sex is important: 
acting on sex education is vital. 
Dr EVAN HARRIS MP 
Liberal Democrat NHS 
Spokesman 
House of Commons 
London SW1 

Vain plea 

Am I supposed to take placards 
imploring us to save British 
farming, mounted on imported 
tractors, seriously? 

DAVID STONE 
Weymouth, Dorset 


Tunnel rail link 

Your article on the proposed 
Channel Tunnel high-speed rail 
link and cheaper alternatives 
(“Cut-price rescue proposed 
for Channel lirnnel link”, 10 
February) suggests that the 
cheapest would “provide half 
the benefits for one third the 
cost”. This seems to be based on 
an assumption that the journey 
time on the English part of the 
journey into Waterloo would re- 
duce by 15 minutes, rather than 
by 30 minutes into St Pan eras. 

However, Waterloo is a 
much less accessible station 
for the majority of people in 
Britain than St Paneras. A rail 
passenger from anywhere north 
of London would be likely to 
save at least one hour's journey 
time by using St Paneras rather 
than Waterloo.The benefit to 
them of a higher-speed link to 
Waterloo is only one quarter of 
that of the high-speed link to 
St Paneras. 

DRSM3TH 

Principal Research Officer 
Central Policy Unit 
Sheffield City Council 


Wedding bills 

tread with appalled fascination 
Glenda Cooper’s article (10 
February), which cited £EL500 
as the average cost of a modem 
wedding. 

When I married in i?37, 1 
was in a job in winch women 
were automatically dismissed 
on marriage. We therefore got 
. married in a registrar’s office 
during our lunch hours and 
went back to work in the after- 
noon, with no celebration of any 
kind, so that my employer would 
not know. I did not wear my ring 
until I obtained work with a 
more enlightened employer. 

The total cost, including the 
ring, licence and tram fares to 
and from the registrar's, was less 
than £6. Our marriage lasted for 
59 years, until my husband died 
in 1 996. There must be a moral 
somewhere in this. 

AUDREY HUNT 
Woodford Great, Essex 

Whose heroes? 

I wonder whether the apparent 
difference of view between Brv 
an Wblden and Boyd Tonkin 
(“Mandela fits the job descrip- 
tion for a hero in the modern 
world", 6 February) would be 
lessened if each society were al- 
lowed to pick its own heroes. 
Gamel Nasser, not Anwar Sa- 
dat might be the Arab choice; 
Kwame Nkramab might be the 
African choke: Marcus Garvey, 
and not W E B Dubois might 
be the Afro-American choice in 
the pre-war period, while Mal- 
colm X might give Martin 
Luther King a close shave. 

When Western analysts pick 
non-Westem heroes, they go for 
conriliatoiy figures, while West- 
ern heroes come from the war- 
rior and confrontational class 
like Ronald Reagan, Winston 
Churchill and Margaret Thatch- 
er. If non-Westem analysis were 
to pick Western heroes, such 
figures as Jimmy Carter, OJof 
Palme and John F Kennedy 
might figure prominently. His- 
tory is still dependent on the 
subjective view of the historian. 
Professor ABOLAJI AKINYEMl 
Cambridge 

Boyd Tonkin is right. Nelson 
Mandela is the great hero of our 
times - m some ways the great- 
est of the century. The Nobel 
Prize for Peace has never found 
a more worthy recipient It 
was, however, a shared one. As 
.an exceptional tribute to an ex- 
ceptional man, should not a sec- 
ond Nobel Peace Prize .be 
awarded to him? 

ROBERT SHELDON MP 
(Ashton under Lyne. Lab) 

House of Commons 


How to survive those awkward moments with a perfectly delicious wife 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Every time I have a bath, I start worrying 
about the kind of people who shop at 
Sainsbiny’s. 

The reason is simple. There is a pile of 
magazines on our bathroom floor, and the 
one on top is a copy of Sainsbury’s Magazine 
for June 1995, which catches ray eye every 
time I manoeuvre myself into the bath and 
begin the long process of getting out again. 

The first thing that catches my eye on 
the front cover (after the Great Summer 
Offer - "Save up to £30 on food, drink, 
barbecues and beauty at Homebase and 
Sainsbray's) is a colour photo of marmo- 
real ice cream nestling in frosted grapes be- 
low a caption reading “Delia’s glorious dairy 
desserts”. Fair enough- Very Sainsbury’s. 

Then comes another feature heading 
which reads: “Perfect Packing: Look great, 
straight from the suitcase”. This is followed 
by “Safe Tanning : The best fakes around", 
at which point my brow begins to furl. 


Articles on bow to pack? On bow to sun- 
tan safety but deceptively? Can this be aimed 
at the pale, crumpled people I see round 
me in the queues at SainsbuTy*s? The next 
heading is “Sunshine Food: Recipes for out- 
door eating”, which is a bit more tike the 
Sainsbury’s I know, but then comes the one 
that really floors me, “Breaking it Gently: 
How to say T don’t love you any more’”. 

After this, what I normally do is lie there, 
gently stewing, trying to visualise the kind 
of readers Sainsbury's Magazine is aiming 
at, and after several years erf cogitation I have 
arrived at a scenario something tike this ... 

Scene: the barbecue area of a lovely gar- 
den, made more baaufid by things jmrn Home- 
base, especially the showercurtams to stop the 
/disputing- Susan is toying wilii some red pep- 
pers marinated in olhv oil looking at her watch 
and wondering if she can put them on the bar- 
becue yeL She is clearly waiting for someone. 
Ah! Here he is! It is her husband. Peter. 


Susan: Peter! You're late! 

Peter Yes. You see. Susan, I’ve been see- 
ing someone ... 

Susan: Oh, yes, your meeting in Paris. How 
did it go? 

Peter Paris? Meeting? 

Susan: Don’t you remember? You went off 
yesterday morning to Paris saying you’d be 
back for lunch today! 
ftter. Did I? Look, Susan, I don't know how 
to say this, but ... 

Susan: And you look lovely, sweetie! At last 
those tips about packing are beginning to 
payoff! 

Peter Packing? 

Susan: Remember I told you how to look 
great straight from the suitcase? NEVER 
mix up your overnight things with your smart 
things. ALWAYS leave everything on a 

hange r while fokled and DON'T mix up your 
dirty washing with your clean stuff - send 
the ditty stuff home every day by post! 


Peter Yes. I remember now. I expect 
you’re right Look, Susan, there's something 
I have to tell you ... 

Susan: There certainly is! 

Peter There is? 

Susan: That you've noticed my new suntan 1 
Yesterday, when you went to Paris, I was 
as pale as one of Delia's vanilla desserts! 
Now I’m a delicious coffee mahogany! 
That’s because they were offering a great 
£30 discount off tins of wood-staining 
agents at Homebase! 

Peter Wood staining ...! But ... 

Susan: No. I know what you’re thinking but 
it’s quite safe! I asked at Homebase, and they 
say I should be able to go out in the rain in 
two days, and take coats of paint in five. 
Peter Look, Susan, there’s something 
that s more important than sun tanning ,. 
Susan: You're right So. will it be tuna with! 
unusually, watercress, or fillet steak mari- 
nated in mustard and anchovy oa? 


Pteter Tm not sure I can really ... 
Susan: And after that it’s your favou 
creme brfiltSel And it’s lovely and dar 
way you like it, and this time I haven’t l 

discovered a safe way of gjvingc 

bnilde an artificial bro nzing! 

™r Susan. Listen to me. This is the l 
est thing I’ve ever bad to say to you 
about me and your best friend, Emm 
Suswu Emma? Oh, God, I know 
you re gomg to say! 

Peter You do? 

for erfeme brute the way she does it! 

^ elL yeS ' Tbat as well. Bu 
mam thing is that she and l .. 

Susan: Darling 7 
Pieter Yes? 
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The horror erf wan 

Basra, 1991 
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What madness is this - bombs are not the way to peace 
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Stiffed 


ROBERT 

FISK 

THE DRUMS 
OF WAR 


! have been reminded of some 
TtmU jar odours these past few 
Jays. The fust is the terrible, 
lauseous stench I endured for 
tours on the overnight train 
rom Ahwaz to Tehran back in 
he Eighties, as 1 shared a car- 
tage with dozens of young 
ranian soldiers. All of them 

rere coughing up Saddam Husr 

tin’s poisons from their lungs 
bio blood-red swabs and ban- 
Jages. And the mustard gas that 
ras slowly killing them per- 
neated the whole great 20- 
p fringe train as it thundered up 
rorn the desert battlefields of 
he first Gulf War, through the 
nountains to the city where al- 
noa all these men would soon 
lie and be buried. After only an 
iour into the journey, I was 
breed to throw open the car- 
jyy window to avoid vomiting. 

Jio sooner had I filed a se- 
ies of reports to London on this 
lew and terrible war crime of 
laddarn Hussein than a British 
fiplumat. lunching wiLh one of 
ov editors in London, re- 
narfccd that “Bob doesn't seem 
o understand the situation. 
Drue, he said, gas was a terri- 
de weapon. But Saddam was 
ighting the West's war against 
rapfcin fundamentalism - a 
Janecr which might set the 
vMe Middle East ablaze and 
rfrich could threaten the entire 
rorid. Wasn't 77tf Times - the 
taper for which 1 then worked 
■p utting a little too much ern- 
tfra-as on Saddam’s sins - 
So the other smell f recall 

his week is slink 5* f 
tjrpoerey when - in 1W0 - the 
world's statesmen began to 

vtep their people mio line f 

wagamst the man they had 
apputed in hfe conflict a&u™i 

bmk had prtnidtiJ him with 
aeibat bad m.' almost wire' 1 
^ on it- train from 
tee American;* had sold J’ 

rtBLpstfcife ( Ihe cr P’?„™, 

being human tang- 

for British gave Saddam b 

ribrBg®.Andllatnrrncttfc 
aHoene anus dealer »l«> nv 

InAc ftnugon to BagM? d 

uteL-SsaivUi^P^’Y’ 1 ^: 

fowl iii*s- '0 help bud- 
feakfll more Iranians- 


And oddly enough, when- 
ever I mentioned this back in 
1990, after Saddam had invad- 
ed Kuwait, I was admonished 
by diplomats. There's no point 
in dwelling on the past, I was 
told. The only way to deal with 
Saddam now was war. Did 1 
have any better .ideas? And 
within a few weeks, "Saddam - 
arid yes.' he is' a venal trueL, 
wicked, evil man ~~ Was being 
transformed into the Hitler of 
Iraq, just as the Israelis bad 
called Yasser Arafet the Hitler 
of Beirut in 1982, and just as 
Eden has called Nasser the 
Mussolini of the Nile in 1956. 
Normally quite rational indi- 
viduals became cheerleaders for 
war, shouting hysterically when 
I suggested that Ihe results of 
this war might not quite match 
the expectations. Serious news- 
papers began to advocate the 
occupation of Baghdad and a 
war crimes trial for Saddam. 

And once that battle was over 
and Saddam was expelled from 
Kuwait, we were told by our lead- 
ers that Saddam bad been "de- 
ranged". Our smart bombs and 
guided missiles bad destroyed his 
army, our Patriot missiles had 
protected us from his Scuds - 
and at little cost to the Western 
alliance. Then it turned out that 
all this was untrue. But at least 
we never claimed then that be 
was capable of harming more 
than the Middle East 

So what madness is seizing 
Messrs Clinton and Blair today? 
After seven years of inspections 
— seven years, for heaven s sake 
_ UN arms inspectors have not 
been able to find all of Saddam's 
weapons of mass destruction. 
Thousands were dying of mal- 
nutrition and lack of medicine, 

a million if you believe some UN 

officials. Mass funerals for ba- 
bies (70 in one cortege on the 
last count) made their way 
through Baghdad. Propaganda 
for the odious Saddam, of 
course; but few thought the 
coffins were empty. And then 
Saddam - shrewdly appreciat- 
ing that America’s craven sur- 
render to Israel’s settlement 
building had convinced Arab 
leaders that the “peace process 
was a betrayal of the Pal^um- 
ans- decided to ban the UN m- 
trjcctors from his palaces. 

Ajid what happened? Our 
masters informed us that Sad- 
dam was even worse than he was 
before we beat him the i M 

time. Far from just threatemng 

the oil rich Gulf, the chief UN 

inspector infonn^ustb^^ 

iraok had enough anthrax to 

wirw out T51 Aviv" (note the city 
ITIosc - not Dhabran or 
gvalhbutTblAviv^thoufifa 

^^Andthenour^tr^; 

wort hy Sftddain n0 w 

n0l "rt f ttoat to “the »* oIe 
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The whole world? Is (his 
true? In Beirut these past few 
days, I have been trying to re- 
member where I last heard 
these words. It took me some 
time before I recalled where. I 
last read them when I was at 
school, reading the Eagle com- 
ic, wherein a space hero called 
Dan Dare - a kind of 1950s ver- 
sion of Tom Cruise - would reg- 
ularly do battle with the 
Mekon, a green and ectoplas- 
mic alien creature who had the 
ability to wipe out the entire 
world (unless he was first de- 
stroy ed/defanged/put back, into 
his box or whatever). Has it re- 
ally descended to this? The 
Middle East, with all its com- 
plexities and dangers and reli- 
gious tension -yes, and its evils 
- is being turned into a comic 
strip in which Dan Dare will 
launch his space-age high-tech 
at the Mekon of Baghdad. 

Perhaps the American pub- 
lic and its pro-Israeli repre- 
sentatives in Congress and the 
Senate accept this nonsense? 
But do we, whose Prime Min- 
ister is chanting all this at Bill 
Clinton’s side? British readers 
should be aware of what US 
columnists are demanding In 
The New York Times, William 
Satire has been recommending 
“sustained bombing of all sus- 
pected weaponry sites, includ- 
ing palaces occupied by civilians 
used as hostages", while in The 
Washington Post , Richard Co- 
hen has been saying of Saddam: 
“He is not ... a mole but a raL 
It would be best to exterminate 
him ...” And last weekend, 
when l recalled the 3991 war 
and its rhetoric to an American 
radio commentator, I heard 
the same weary response. 
“Let’s not talk about the past. 
Bob. What do we do now?” 

Well, the world might, after 
all, demand that all Middle 
Eastern states apply all UN se- 
curity council resolutions - 
which include an Israeli with- 
drawal from occupied Arab 
land as wed as the disa r ming of 
Sa ddam Hussein. It could insist 
that within five years, all 
weapons of mass destruction in 
the region — not just Iraqi 
weapons but Syrian missiles 
and Israeli midear weapons and 
posible Iranian rockets -be de- 
stroyed. It could offer a real 
peace in the Middle East, based 
on human rights, justice and a 
Palestinian homeland. 

But no, like Dan Dare we 
prefer to do battle with mon- 
sters. And we are beating the 
old 1991 drums of war, our 
claims so preposterous that 
they bury the real viciousness 
of the real Saddam. For war is 
not primarily about victory or 
defeat- It is about death. It rep- 
resents the total failure of the 
human spirit And if we realty 
are going to participate in this 
obscenity again, is it not possi- 
ble to do so with the humility 
of men who know what we are 
doing? 



PATRICK 

COCKBURN 

THE MYTH OF 
AIR POWER 


The justification for an air at- 
tack on Iraq is veiy like that 
for the strategic bombing of 
Germany by Britain and the 
US in 194245. It was easy then 
to make the claim that Hitler 
deserved whatever punish- 
ment he goL Post-war inves- 
tigation showed that, in fact, 
the bombing did little to barm 
his regime, or to shorten the 
war despite the deaths of hun- 
dreds of thousands of Ger- 
mans it caused. 

A similar political and mil- 
itary failure may await the 
impending bombardment of 
Iraq. As with the Gulf War, 
hundreds, if not thousands, of 
Iraqi civilians will certainly die. 
But this will not “punish", or 
even damage, Saddam Hus- 
sein . There is no reason why 
it should make him more 


tional weapons agreed by Iraq 
in 1991. Ever since, Iraq has 
systematically tried to conceal 
them. But it is also clearly 
true - and Madeleine Albright, 
the US Secretaiy of State, said 
as much soon after she took of- 
fice last year - that for seven 
years the US has been deter- 
mined not to lift sanctions on 
Iraq so long as Saddam Hus- 
sein was in power. 

It is this policy that is no 
longer sustainable. Iraq is not 
going to cooperate with 
weapons inspectors for any 
length of time if there is no real 
prospect of sanctions being 
lifted. The only way to resolve 
the crisis in the long term is to 
bring to an end the immediate 
consequences of the Gulf War. 
In other words, an end to the 
embargo and the isolation of 
Iraq should be discussed at the 
same time as a final account- 
ing of Iraq's non-conventional 
weapons; in the same negoti- 
ations. 

The process of UN inspec- 
tions was always bizarre. No 
sovereign state, whether it is 
run by Saddam Hussein or 
Nelson Mandela, is going to 
agree, if it can possibly help it, 
to foreign observers - often for- 
mer intelligence officers - hav- 
ing free run of its military, ■ 
intelligence and government of- 
fices. Iraq only agreed to this 
in 1991 under the threat of in- 
vasion by an army of half a mil- 
lion men. 

This army no longer exists. 


One of the myths of the Gulf War 
is that “smart” weapons have 
revolutionised warfare. This has done 
no end of good to the budgets of 
airforces around the world. 


willing to cooperate with UN 
inspectors. General Brent 
Scowcroft, the US National 
Security ' Adviser in the Gulf 
Wfcr, warns: “We bombed him 
heavily [in 1991], more heav- 
ily than we can now; and he 
didn’t change his mind about 
anything." 

The objective of the allied 
air offensive during the Gulf 
War was clear: to force Iraqi 
troops to leave Kuwait which 
they had invaded the previous 
year. Eight years later the aim 
of the airstrikes is much less 
easily attainable. It is to force 
Saddam Hussein to cooperate 
with UN inspectors looking 
for his non-conventional 
weapons. All the Iraqi leader 
needs to do to frustrate Amer- 
ican and British war aims is to 
refuse to change his policy. 

If is not enough for Presi- 
dent Clinton andTbny Blair to 
say that aQ they want is the im- 
plementation of the UN reso- 
lutions on inspection and 
destruction of non-conven- 


The Gulf War alliance has 
fragmented. Saddam Hussein’s 
grip on his own country is 
probably stronger than at any 
time since the invasion of 
Kuwait. Allied planes still over- 
fly Iraqi Kurdistan, but on the 
ground the Iraqi leader is now 
largely in control 

There is a growing accep- 
tance on the for right in the 
United States that air power 
alone will not damage Saddam 
Hussein. They put forward the 
alternatives of ground attack or 
external subversion.- Support- 
ers of these neo-colonial ven- 
tures show a dangerous 
ignorance of what realty hap- 
pened in the Gulf War as well 
as the political history of Iraq 
over the last seven years. 

The Gulf ^l&r was much less 
of an all-out mditaiy conflict 
than appeared at the time. 
Given the disparity of forces 
the AHies were bound to win. 
But die Iraqis had a large 
army with long experience in 
the eight-year-long war with 


Iran. Allied casualties were so 
low because at the last minute 
the Iraqi leader ordered his 
men to withdraw from Kuwait 

An Iraqi brigadier, now in 
exile in London, told The 
Independent that his unit re- 
ceived “three separate mes- 
sages - from the army, party 
and military intelligence - 
telling us to witJahaw. This was ' 
to show us that the orders 
were real and not a fake sent 
by the Allies ” He says that if 
the Iraqi army had not pulled 
out of their prepared posi- 
tions, protected by vast mine- 
fields in Kuwait, it could have 
inflicted heavy casualties on the 
Allies. 

Saddam Hussein evidently 
calculated that if he withdrew 
voluntarily from Kuwait - and 
Allied casualties were low - 
that he would not be pursued 
to Baghdad. He may even have 
been covertly told so by Wash- 
ington. These historical points 
are important today because 
the ease with which Kuwait was 
reconquered in 1991 has gives 
the impression that any new in- 
vasion would succeed with 
equal ease. 

The option of externally di- 
rected internal subversion is 
equally flawed Die CIA made 
repeated efforts between 1991 
and 1996 to subvert the regime 
in Baghdad, based first in Iraqi 
Kurdistan and then in Jordan. 
In 1995 it became involved 
through its operatives in Kur- 
distan - though not folly 
backed by Washington - in a 
plan to build up an opposition 
army in the Kuiriish provinces. 
It hoped that this would ignite 
revolts in the Iraqi army. 

• It never happened. In 1996 
a military conspiracy in Bagh- 
dad was bloodily crushed- This 
appears to have given Sad- 
dam Hussein the confidence to 
capture the Kurdish capital 
Arbil with his tanks. Over 100 
members of the Iraqi opposi- 
tion were captured and killed. 
The CIA was forced to evacu- 
ate its vast operation from 
Kurdistan. 

A further problem for Pres- 
ident Clinton is that that the 
Gulf liVhr created exaggerated 
expectations. It may also have 
dissipated a healthy scepti- 
cism in the US about the use 
of airpower which followed its 
failure in Vietnam. General 
Norman Schwartz kopf, the 
commander of Desert Storm, 
says: “We run the risk of do- 
ing the same thing we did to 
North Vietnam.” He «*pl«iwwd 
that in Vie tnam the airforce, 
frustrated at its failure to 
achieve its political or military 
goals, continually escalated its 
air attacks. 

Air power has a sorry his- 
tory m the Middle East as a 
means of political coercion. 
Ironically, it was pioneered in 
Iraq where Winston Churchill 
as Colonial Secretary in 1922 
withdrew most of the British 


army on the grounds that it 
could be held by the RAF. 
Arthur “Bomber” Harris, lat- 
er head of bomber command, 
served his apprenticeship drop- 
ping bombs on Kurdish villages. 

One of the myths of the 
Gulf War is that “smart" 
weapons have revolutionised 
warfare. This has done no end 
of good to the budgets of air- 
forces aronnd the world. Air- 
forces need to argue for 
perfect accuracy to justify the 
expense of the new weapons. 
Although onty7 percent of the 
munitions dropped during the 
Gulf War were “smart", they 
made up 84 per cent of the 
cost At times these weapons 
were very accurate. They hit 
bridges, ministries and 
telecommunications towers in 
the heart of Baghdad. 

But the Iraqi government 
went on functioning. Even the 
uprising in the south of Iraq 
never spread to Baghdad, 


which is the bey to political 
power in Iraq (eight million 
Iraqis out of a total population 
of 20 millio n live in the met- 
ropolitan area of the capital). 
There is little chance of this re- 
curring. Ordinary Iraqis are 
deeply cynical about the mo- 
tives of the US and Britain. 
And even if they did rise up any 
revolt would be crushed in 
blood. 

It is reasonable for the US 
and Britain to ask for the final 
destruction of Iraqi non-con- 
ventional weapons. But the 
last six months have shown that 
this is not going to happen 
through the present UN in- 
spection process, even but- 
tressed by air attacks. The only 
possible way to secure de- 
struction of biological or chem- 
ical weapons, if ground 
invasion is ruled out, is to of- 
fer an immediate end to the 
embargo as a direct quid pro 
quo. 
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Maurice Schumann 


Maurice Schumann, writer 
and politician: bora Paris 10 
April I9lt; Deputy Minister 
for Foreign Affairs 1951-54, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
1969-73; married 1944 Lucie 
Daniel (three daughters); 
died Paris 10 February 1998. 


Maurice Schumann was a long- 
standing friend to Britain whose 
desire to enlist British energies 
in the shaping of Europe 
stretched from his pro-Eden, 
anti-Munich writings of the 
1930s to his active support of 
Britain’s entry into the EEC 
when he was French Foreign 
Minister in 1969-73. 

For the four years of the 
German occupation of France, 
be was the familiar radio voice 
of de Gaulle's London team, 
daily reminding his country- 
men that, despite Petain's arm- 
slice, there was a France, based 
in Britain, that was still at war 
with Hiller. After the Second 
World Wbr he was to be a lead- 
ing proponent of greater Euro- 
pean integration, seeing it as an 
essential condition of preserving 
peace and a guarantee against 
a disgruntled and isolated Ger- 
many s becoming a threat once 
more to French security. Sig- 
nificantly. it was disagreement 
over the nature and degree of 
European integration that led 
to his serious rift with de Gaulle 
in 1962-65. despite theirstrong 
mutual regard. 

Schumann’s career reflects 
several of the most significant 
developments in ZOth-centuiy 
French political life. It also 
mirrors their tensions, in that his 
attempts to remain loyal to his 
principles ironically highlighted 
their disparate nature and the 
contortions needed to keep 
them capable of yielding results. 
This was particularly evident in 
his attempts to reconcile his fi- 
delity to Christian Democracy 
with his admiration for de 
Gaulle and firm government. . 

Schumann, a Jewish convert 
to Catholicism, was an enthu- 
siastic member of the pre-war 
Jeune R6pub)ique, a small 
Christian Democratic group 
and one of the progenitors of 
the Mouvement Republican 
Populate (MRP) which was to 
emerge at the Liberation in 
1944. He wrote extensively for 
Franrisque Gay’s Christian De- 
mocrat newspaper L 'Aube, of 
which be was the political edi- 
tor from 1944 to 1951, and also 
for various Catholic reviews. 
This he did under diverse pseu- 
donyms, so as not to impinge 
upon bis professional duties 
with the Havas Press Agency. 

His journalism in London in 
1933-35 made him an obvious 


choice for liaison work with the 
British army when be voluntarily 
enlisted for military service in 
1939. Captured try the Germans, 
he escaped and made his way to 
London, where he combined bis 
daily broadcasts for de Gaulle 
with the co-editorship of a 
monthly periodical, Voioniaire 
pour la Citi Chritienne. 

After returning with de 
Gaulle to France in 1944, he be- 
came a founder member of the 
MRP, whose professed aim was 
to reconcile the Church with the 
Republic and the working class 
with the Church. He was elect- 
ed national president of the 
party a few months later. 

But the euphoria and camar- 
aderie of the Liberation soon 
gave way to bitter divisions be- 
tween the MRP and de Gaulle. 
As a Deputy of the Nord de- 
partment from 1945 to 1958, 
Schumann witnessed at close 
quarters de Gauge’s resignation 
from the premiership in Janu- 
ary 1946 and his subsequent op- 
position to the Fourth Republic. 

Schumann played a major 
part in the successful campaign 
of 1946 to establish a two- 
chamber parliament, instead 
of the single one favoured by the 
Communists and Socialists, and 
he tried hard to dissuade de 
Gaulle from a hostile crusade 
in favour of a stronger execu- 
tive. The systematic wrecking 
tactics of de Gaulle’s Rassem- 
blement du Peuple Franqais in 
parliament, in 1947-53, soured 
relations between the two men 
for much of the Fourth Republic 
and the rift was further widened 
by Schumann's involvement in 
the tentative moves towards 
greater European integration 
while junior minister for Foreign 
Affairs, from 1951 to 1954. 

These were difficult years for 
Schu mann since be found him- 
self increasingly left by his 
superiors to deal with the wors- 
ening situation in the French 
protectorates of Tunisia and 
Morocco. He was especially in- 
censed by what he saw as the 
cynicism of the Foreign Minis- 
ter, Georges Bidault, who 
turned a blind eye to the irre- 



Sduimann: friend to Britain 


sponsible initiatives taken by 
Preach officials in the Maghreb, 
intent cai frustrating progress to- 
wards greater autonomy. Al- 
though Bidault was a fellow 
founder of the MRP in 2944, 
SchumaxA predicted as early 
as 1947 that he would move 
steadily towards the far right. 

The collapse of the Fourth 
Republic in 1958 convinced 
Schumann that a return to pow- 
er of de Gaulle was the only vi- 
able option; and. following the 
example of several of his MRF 
colleagues, he entered govern- 
ment four years later as minis- 
ter for regional development 
Within a month, however, with- 
ering public comments by de 
Gaulle on European integration 
resulted in the resignation en 
bloc of the five MRP ministers, 
and it seemed to many that 

Sphumann' s lmte wjth de Gaulle 

were now irrevocably broken. 

Yet the rapid decline of the 
MRP, following Jean Lecanuet's 
ineffective challenge to de 
Gaulle in the 1965 presidential 
election, persuaded Schumann 
once more that de Gaulle was 
the best guarantee of French po- 
litical stability; and 1967 was to 
see him back in government as 
Minister for Scientific Research, 
and then as Minister for Social 
Affairs, following the violent 
upheavals of May 1 968. However 
it took the resignation of de 
Gaulle and the election of the be- 
nignly pro-European Pompidou 
in 1969 to give Schumann his 
chance of the long-coveted prize 
of the Quai cTOrsay. 

His four-year tenure was 
characterised by greatly im- 
proved French relations with 
Britain and America, and his 
rapport with Edward Heath was 
particularly cordial Unexpect- 
ed defeat in the parliamentary 
elections of 1973 brought an mid 
to his ministerial career. 

It was paradoxically at tins 
juncture, in 1974, that he for- 
mally joined the Gaufiist party 
-four years after the death of the 

man he SO admir ed, and in the 

year that the presidency moved 
from the Gaullists into the bands 
of the more overtly proEuropean 
Giscardians.lt was also the year 
Schumann was elected to the 
Academic Fran$aise, as weQ as 
to the Senate where he com- 
bined two more decades of ac- 
tive poll deal life with continued 
literary productivity. 

His literary output included 
numerous books of political 
and religious comment, and 
two of his novels were adapted 
for television. Perhaps appro- 
priately for a Jewish convert who 
contributed much to Christian 
thought, his last bookwas Berg- 
son ou le retour de Dieu ( 1995). 

- Maurice Larkin 



A set for living in: room by Mongiardino for Elsa Perertfs La Torre, in southern Tuscany 

Renzo Mongiardino 


Photograph; Fritz von der Schuienburg / Interior Archive 


Renzo Mongiardino, architect 
and interior designer: bom 
Genoa 12 May 1916; (one 
daughter); died Milan 16 
January 1998. 


Renzo Mongiardino was Italy's 
leading classic interior design- 
er. and a creator of magnificent 
theatre and film sets. Sumptu- 
ous brocadejoux marble and in- 
tarsia, neoclassical stucco work 
and neo -mannerist frescoes 
were the building blocks of his 
stately visions. 

It was the theatre that first 
provided an outlet for his talent 
and, in the words of one col- 
league, “helped to free his im- 
agination’’. As an architecture 
student in pre-war Milan he had 
been exposed to the new ortho- 
doxies erf the Modem Movement, 
but. fortified by his childhood 
in an 18th-century palazzo in 
Genoa, he resisted their pull 

In post-war Italy an architect 
who took his inspiration from 
Vitruvius, Bernini and Palladio 
bad few options open to him 
outside teaching or restora- 
tion. But Mongiardino needed 
to create. His mother was an 
airy Genoese beauty, his father 
a theatrical impresario - and 


young Renzo took from the one 
a penchant for romantic dream- 
scapes. from the other a taste 
for the stage and a talent for or- 
ganising people. It was perhaps 
only natural that he should 
drift into theatrical and operatic 
set design. 

La Scala and Covent Garden 
were his practice living rooms. 
Among his most memorable 
productions were Tosco (star- 
ring Maria Call as) at Covent 
Garden in 1964. directed by- 
Franco Zeffirelli, La Traviata at 
La Fenice in 1972, directed by 
Gian-Carlo Menotti, and final- 
ly, in 1995, Eugene Onegin for 
the Spoleto Festival. He was a 
perfectionist, preferring stout- 
ly built sets to flimsy facades, 
and seeing little difference be- 
tween the creation of an illusion 
that was to last for 10 perfor- 
mances and the design of a set 
for living in. 

Later he carried the same 
solid alchemy into the cinema, 
collaborating especially with 
Franco Zeffirelli on films such 
as Romeo & Juliet (1967) and 
Brother Sun, Sister Moon (1971). 
Zeffirelli, whose house in Posi- 
tano he later decorated, remem- 
bers Mongiardino as somebody 
who “spread culture through his 


work, and taught that luxury 
could be perfectly simple”. 

In his introduction to the 
1993 bockRoomscapes: die dec- 
orative architecture of Renzo 
MonganOno. Mongiardino dates 
his career epiphany to the age 
of 12. w hen his family moved 
into their new bouse; with hs vast 
echoing salon. “How beautiful 
it is empty." said his mother. “It 
wffl be difficult to decorate.” But 
it wasn’t: the ok! furniture fitted 
in like a dream. “I realised then 
that, if a room has good bone 
structure, even an unlikely ob- 
ject will fit into it and enliven it." 

A carefully groomed Arts- 
and-Crafls beard framing his 
keen, owlish face was Mongjar- 
dino’s only concession to ec- 
centricity; otherwise, he went 
about dressed in simple work 
clothes, with a raincoat that dou- 
bled as a carpenter’s overall 
The same contrast coold be seen 
in his attitude to interior desgn. 
His roster of clients sounds 
like a kidnapper’s wish-list: Ag- 
nelli, Onassis, von Thyssen, 
Rothschild, Versace. Bin, while 
Mongiardino rarefy bad to wor- 
ry about his budget, he was 
interested in porphyry and 
damask only in so far as they 
created a mood. Often faux 


marble, fake Tiepolo frescos 
and Oriental wall hangings 
made out of jute sacking an- 
swered the purpose just as welL 

Like a Renaissance artist, 
Mongiardino worked at the 
centre of a bottega of faithful col- 
laborators. One was an expert 
at recreating the look and feel 
of materials such as Cordoba 
leather with the help of pressed 
cardboard and felt-tip pens; 
another - a Bezgamese artisan 
known simply a sUBergamoscb 
- worked wonders with fake 
marble and terracotta reliefs. 

His interiors reflect an in- 
satiable curiosity, a magpie 
approach to tradition. One mudi- 
imitated design dealt with the 
problem of an unfeasibly high 
ceiling by suspending a rich silk 
pavilion from the centre, “like 
a Turkish tent Td seen in a mu- 
seum in Stockholm”. Rubens’s 
house in Antwerp, the Cafe Flo- 
rian in Venice, a Russian water- 
colour of the 1840s - wherever 
Mongiardino travelled, he col- 
lected fuel for the imagination. 
Sometimes the reference was 
deliberately playful as when he 
lined the study of a New York 
apartment with intarsia panels 
that recalled Federico da Mon- 
refeltro’s studiolo in U rhino. Ex- 


cept that, behind the lutes and 
the classical facades, a forest . of 
skyscrapers looms up. 

Mongiardino saw interiors 
with a kind of antinopomoipbic 
complicity: feUcc (“happy”) was 
his favourite adjective for a 
well-balanced room, the kind 
that needed no make-up. But he 
was equally sensitive to the psy- 
chology of the decorator-client g 
relationship, believing that “ar- * 
guments and open discord are 
often more productive than 
passive acceptance". He leaves 
a stable of younger (Ssapfes like 
Florenzo Cattaneo and Rober- 
to Peregalli, who are dedicated 
to carrying on tbe master’sworit. 

At the time of his death, 
Mongiardino was working on 
two big projects. One was an 
ideal city in the tradition of 
Urbino or Pienza which, with 
the backing of a group of Ital- 
ian businessmen, was dose to 
leaving tbe drawing board. The 
other was the faithful recon- 
struction of the La.Fenicc 
Opera House in Venice. It 
would be difficult to find two 
projects that better sum up 
Renzo Mongiardino’s lifelong 
fusion of Piranesian fantasy# 
and historical rigour. 

- Lee Marshall 


Professor Laurence Gower 


Laurence Cedi Bartlett 
Gower, solicitor, born 29 
December I9J3; Sir Ernest 
Cassel Professor of 
Commercial Law, London 
University 1948-52; Visiting 
Professor, Law School of 
Harvard University 1954-55; 
Professor and Dean of the 
Faculty of Law, University of 
Lagos 1962-65; Law 
Commissioner 1965-71; FBA 
1965; Vice-Chancellor, 
Southampton University 1971- 
79; married 1939 Peggy 
Shepperson (two sons, one 
daughter); died London 25 
December 1997. 


On the occasion of the award 
of one of Laurence Gower’s 
many honorary degrees, the Or- 
ator at the ceremony remarked 
that he foresaw Gower becom- 
ing to Company Law what Gray 
is to Anatomy. “Jim" Gower 
produced his seminal treatise 
The Principles of Modem Com- 
pany Law in 1954. It has con- 
tinued through several editions, 
acquiring co-authors on tbe 
way; it also had the unusual dis- 
tinction for a living author of 
being regularly quoted in court 
Gower read Law at Univer- 
sity College London, where he 
gained a first in his ULB in 1933; 


he obtained his LLM in 1934 
and was admitted as a solicitor 
in 1937. During the Second 
World War he first joined the 
Royal Artillery as a private and 
served under Sir Mortimer 
Wheeler, who always referred 
to him as “Gunner Gower”. 
Later in the Royal Army Ord- 
nance Corps he became in- 
volved in planning die D-Day 
la n din g s at the Operations Cen- 
. tre at Wilton House in Wiltshire. 

Following his war service 
he developed a special interest 
in legal education and lectured 
at his old college from 1948 
when, at the youthful age of 35, 


he was appointed the Sir Ernest 
Cassel Professor of Commercial 
Law in London University. 
Whilst holding the chair at 
University College, be spent a 
year as a Visiting Professor at 
Harvard and throughout the 
1950s demonstrated Ins keen in- 
terest in the status of law teach- 
ers by acting as honorary 
secretary of the Society of 
Public Teachers of Law. 

Turning his attention to the 
problems of the emerging in- 
dependent 'African countries, 
Gower went for three years 
from 1962, with the backing of 
the Guibenkian Foundation, 


as adviser to the Nigerian Coun- 
cil and took a post as Dean and 
Professor of Law at the Uni- 
versity of Lagos. There he 
fiercely upheld the indepen- 
dence of the university from 
government interference which 
later resulted in his being 
sacked for his temerity. His 
legend lives on in Nigeria, 
where he set up the professional 
Law School of Lagos, and in 
Ghana, where he drew up tbe 
Ghana Company Law Code. 

Returning to Britain in 1965, 
be took up an appointment in 
the newly constituted Law 
Commission for the Reform of 


English law and worked on the 
Ormrod Committee on Legal 
Education. 

In 1971 he was appointed as 
Vice-Chancellor of Southamp- 
ton University, which he guid- 
ed from the outset with a sure 
and steady hand on tbe helm but 
also with a remarkably open and 
accessible style. His tail angu- 
lar figure, pipe in hand, was a 
familinr s igh t holding informal 
court at the bar of the Senior 
Common Room. 

During his eigbtyears at the 
university he promoted and 
presided over many major de- 
velopments at a time of in- 


creasing financial stringency. 
There was a significant increase 
in student numbers, the ex- 
pansion of the new Medical 
School the provision of special 
residential facilities for dis- 
abled students and the oppor- 
tunity for the first time for all 
freshers to be accommodated in 
university accommodation. ' 

During his Vice-Chancellor- 
ship he served on Harold Wil- 
son’s Royal Commission on 
the Press, and following his re- 
tirement in 1979 he undertook 
a considerable four-year task 
when be- was called in by tbe De- 
partment of Trade to provide 
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advice to the Government on 
financial services, effectively a 
one-man commission. His work 
was embodied in the 1986 
Financial Services Acl 

- P. B. Moriee 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 

BIRTHS 

BESSE To Eiyl and Antonin, a daugh- 
ter, EKonore Natasha Manon Jov, on 
Monday 2 February 19% in Paris, a 
sister for Antonin and Mtlisande. 

Announcements far Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES A DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions; Marriages. Deaths, Memo- 
rial services, Wedding smwswta, In 
Memoriam} should be sent in writing 
to the Gazette Editor, The Indtpcn- 
denfc, I Canada Square, Canary Wharfj 
London EM SDL telephoned to OT71- 
299 20Q or Eneed to 0171-293 2010, and 
are charged at US0 a One (VAT extra). 
OTHER Gazette announcements (no- 
tices, functions. F or thc o m ing mm 
lieges. Marriages) muse be submitted 
in un i tin g (or faxed) and are c ha r ged 
at £10 ■ fine, VAT extra. Please nfdude 
a da ytim e telephone number. 

The OBITUARIES e-maB address H 
oUtwaHas^ndependenuoLUh 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The Duke of Edinburgh, Honorary 
Member and Paul Harris Follow, often* 
a Darner at the Rreaiy Club of King's Lynn, 
Norfolk. 

Changing of the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
ment mounts the Queen’s Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, Ham; F Cbmpmy Scots 
Guards mounts (be Queen'S Guard, ai 
Buckingham Mace, lUOam. band pro- 
vided by tbe Irish Gtrartfs- 

tounora, neiatciwiuicuicA- v 


} Birthdays 

: Admiral Sir Peter Abbott. Vibe- 
i Chief of tbe Defence Staff, 56: Gen- 
: era! Sir John Akehoist, former 
\ Deputy Supreme ASscd Commander, 
\ Europe, 6& General Sir John Arcber, 
i former Commander-in-GhieC UK 
: Land Forces, 74; Professor Arnold 
I Beckett, pharmacist, 78; Miss An- 
| DCfte Crosbie, actress, 64; Mr Hcrw- 
! ard Davies, Chairman, Securities 
- and Investments Board, 47; Dr Ken- 
j aeth Edwards, Vice-Chancellor, 
j Leicester University^ 64; Mr Stephen 
■ Gibbs, former chairman, Turner and 
\ Newall, 78; Lord Greene of Harrow 

• WfeaJd, fanner trade-union leader, 

\ Mr Steve Hackett, rode guitarist, 48; 
| Mr Paul Hantiyo, pebfeher, 72; Miss 
J Christine Hancock, General Secre- 
i tary. Royal College of Noising, 5S; 
: Mr Simon MacCortmdaie, actor, 
| 46; Sir Robin Mackwortb- Young, 
I Librarian-Emeritus to the Queen, 7Sk 
} Mr David MacLennan, ambassador 

• to tbe Lebanon, 53; Lord Morison, 
1 a former Senator of tbe College of 
1 Justice in Scotland, 67; Lord Mcry- 
| ola, former Prime Minister of North- 
1 ero Ireland, 75; Mr John R agman , 
| former chairman, Shell UK, 69; Sir 
| Richard Roogier, High Court judge, 
[ 66; Mr Peter Snape MR 56; The Hon 
| Nicholas Saames ME, 5ft Mr Peter 
: Temple-Moms MP, 60; Lord 
[ Wigodcr QC 77; Mr Alexander WQ- 
: son, librarian. 77; Mr Franco Zef- 
I fiielii, opera, theatre and film 
[ director, 75. 

j Anniversaries 

| Births: Thomas Campion, compos- 

1 er and poet, 1567; diaries Darwin, 

iniuuu " ’ ' 


naturalist, 180ft Abraham Lincoln, 
16th US President, 1809; George 
Meredith, novelist, 1828. Deaths 
Lady Jane Grey, Qaeea for nine ttays, 
executed 1553; Immanuel Kant, 
philosopher. 1804; Lillie Langtry 
(Emily Charlotte Le Breton), actress, 
1929. On this day: the French were 
defeated try the English at the Bat- 
tle oftfae Herrings (Rouvray), 142ft 
1,000 French troops made an tin- 
successful invasion attempt on the 
coast of Pembrokeshire, 1797; 
Alexander Graham Bell’s telephone 
was demonstrated between Boston 
and Salem. 1877. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Antony Kauleas, St Ethel- 
wald of Lindisfarne, St Julian tbe 
Hospitaller. St Ludan, St Marina or 
Pelagia and St Meletins. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Mari Griffith, 
"Homes (2); *tbewoikfs greatest an- 
imal painting’: Boss BcahevCs Hose 
Fair'', lpm. 

Tate Gallery: Sarah Whitfield, 
“Bonnard", lpm. 

shefdonian Theatre, Oxford (Ox- 
ford Amnesty Lectures): Professor 
John Harris, "Oones, Genes and 
Immorality 7 ’, 6pm. 


Luncheons 

HM Government 

Mr George Robenson MR Secretary 

of State for Defence, was host at a 
luncheon yesterday given at Admi- 
ralty House, London SWL, in hon- 
our of Dr Janusz Onysritiewicz. the 
Minister for National Defence of the 
Republic of Poland. 


LAW REPOR T: 1 2 Februa ry 1 998 

Father’s devotion to his child was not sufficient 


An application by an 
unmarried (artier fora 
parental responsibility order 
should not be granted where 
there were factors 
sufficiently adverse to the 
father, notwithstanding that 
he had shown commitment 
and attac hm ent to the child. 
Re H f A minor) (Parental 
ResponsbaOty); Cocrt of Appeal 
(Lady Justice Butfer-Soss. Lord 
Justice Henry and Lord Justice 
Potter) 29 January 1998 • 


Tbe Court of Appeal dismissed 
tbe appellant’s appeal against 
the refusal of a county court 
judge to make a parental re- 
sponsibility order in his favour. 

The appellant was the father 
of the child but was not mar- 
ried to his mother. He had 
received a police caution for 
hitting one of the mother’s chil- 
dren by a former relationship. 
When the appellant's rela- 


tionship with the mother end- 
ed, the child would spend 
Friday nights with him. 

After one such visit the child 
was found to have a number of 
bruises on his face and boefy, 
including bruising on the inner 
and outer ear and along the 
shaft of the penis and on the 
scrotum. He continued to have 
supervised contact with the 
appellant, who then applied for 
a parental responsibility order. 1 
The application was refused; 
and the appellant appealed. 
Caroline Baker (Carvers. Madge HS) 
for the appellant ; Robin Rowland 
( ChaJBnors Lyon Clark, Birming- 
ham) forth* respondent. 

Lady Justice Butier-Sloss 
said that the appellant had 
denied having caused the in- 
juries to the child, but the 
county court judge had con- 
cluded that he was not telling 
the truth- In deciding the issue 



of parental reponsibility, the 
judge had found that although 
the appellant was attached to 
the child, be bad not shown the 
capacity to be responsible that 
was necessary for a parental 
respoas/bQiy order. 

Section 4{T) of the Family 
Law Reform Act 1987 had, for 
the first tune, given a father not 
married to the mother of his 
child the right to apply to the 
court for a parental rights 
order. 

Id Re H (Minors) (LocalAu- 
thority: Parental Rights) [1991] 
Fam 151 Balcombe J had set 
out the following general prin- 
ciples to be followed in a 
parental rights application, 
whilst stating that tbe list was 
not intended to be exhaustive; 

1) the degree of commitment which 
the father had shown to the child; 

2) rhe degree of attachment which 
existed between the father and the 
child; and 3) the reasons of the fa- 
ther for applying for the order. 


Section 3(1) of the Children 
Act 1989 had replaced the 
concept of parental rights by 
one of parental responsibility. 

In Re G (A Minor) (Parental 
Responsibility ) [1994] 2 FOR 
1037 Balcombe U had ap- 
plied the principles set out in 
his judgment in Re H to a 
parental responsibility appli- 
cation made under the 13S9 .Act. 

Counsel for the appellant 
bad relied on the three re- 
quirements set out by Bal- 
combe J and had submitted 
that, once they had been es- 
tablished, the father was enti- 
tled to an order despite other 
factors to his detriment. She 
had further submitted that the 
judge had been wrong in 
principle to import into the 
criteria a requirement to act 
responsibly. 

Those three requirements 
were, undoubtedly, the starting 
point for the making of an or- 
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Ddn ^ warns of 
further rate rise 
to check inflation 


;ji jty Ofene Coyle 

: Economics Editor 


- TfieBagg of England sprung 

nKtudwIrn^L . P » 


- ... v~.jws.ana 

the financial maite* yesterday 
when it warned it would prob- 
ably have to increase interest 
rates again to keep inflation on 
target." 

• Merten King, Deputy Qov- 
eraor.Jsaid monetary policy 
was more finely balanced now 

than afa^ time in the past five 

. ye*s.^ut he added: “The 
chances are we wfll need a 
further rise in interest rates." 
ft ' " Minutes of the January meet- 
- ing of ifie'Maoetaiy Policy Com- 
infitee ^MFC) showed that it had 

been soffit ftir the first time on the 

decision to leave the cost of bor- 
rowing unchanged, with three 
out of the eight members fevour- 
ing an immediate increase. Giv- 
en the analysis in yesterday’s 
report, the vote was almost cer- 
tainly split again at the meeting 
earlier this month. 

The four internal Bank of 
England members of the MPC 
were, surprisingly, in the ma- 
jority in favour of no change, 
along with DeAnne Julius, for- 
merly an economist in industry. 
Mr King cautioned against 
over-dramatising the split, say- 
ing: “When policy is broadly on 
track there are likely to be 
B small differences of opinion.” 
~ Individual members of the 
MPC will give evidence of their 
views to MPs nett week. 

The unexpected hawkish- 
ness of the Inflation Report, 
which for the first time showed 
inflation would most likely be 
above its 2.5 per cent target in 
18 months’ time, outweighed 
encouraging news yesterday on 
earnings and unemployment 
The number of unemploy- 
ment benefit claimants fell by 
1X300 in January to just under 
1.4m, the lowest since July 
1980. This was a smaller fell 
than in recent months. 

Meanwhile, the growth of un- 
derlying average earnings stayed 


unchanged at 4.75 per cent in 

December, rather than in- 
creastQ 2 as expected. Eraploy- 

m 3110 featuring fell by 

17,«)0 during the same month. 

Even so, the Inflation Re- 
port - which reflects the con- 
sensus view amongst MPC 
members - pointed to acceler- 
ating pay growth as one of the 
main inflationary dangers. 
“Earnings growth, especially 
m the private sector, will have 
to fall back if the inflation tar- 
get js to be met” Mr King said. 

“We will probably get the 
interest rate increase within 
the next couple of months,” said 
Ken Wattret, an economist at 
Paribas. 
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Yet some City experts stuck 
to their view that rates have al- 
ready reached their peak. They 
were puzzled that the Inflation 
Report took such a tough lin e 
given that the MPC did not 
raise the cost of borrowing 
after its meeting last week. 

But Mr King said the reason 
for not acting immediately was 
the great uncertainly about 
prospects for the economy. “It 
would not be an attractive 
proposition to raise rates now 
and have to cut them again in 
short order,” he said. 

Both business and union 
voices urged the Bank not to 
tighten policy any further at all 
pointing to the fact that the 
pound leapt three pfennigs to 
DM2.97 yesterday after the 
Bank’ s comments. 


Ian Peters, deputy director 
general of the British Chambers 
of Commerce, said: “They are 
being understandably cautious, 
but our view is that there is no 
need to put rates up again.” The 
Bank’s statement bad put 
unhelpful upward pressure on 
the pound, he said. 

And John Monks, general 
secretary of the Hades Union 
Congress, expressed concern 
about the impact of the hi gh 
pound and predicted that 
unemployment would be rising 
by the end of the year. 

The Inflation Report said 
monetary policy was being 
pulled m opposite directions. 
On the one hand, despite the 
strong pound, inflation had 
only just reached its target, 
and earnings growth was climb- 
ing. On the other, the econo- 
my was starling to slow. 

“The question is whether the 
timing and magnitude of the 
slowdown will be sufficient to 
prevent inflation turning up,” 
the report said-’ 

The report concluded that it 
probably would not. The infla- 
tion forecast was less optimistic 
than in November’s report, 
with the MPC expecting it to lie 
above the 25 per cent target 
two years from now, and 
warned that “the balance of 
risks was on the upside”. 

The reason for the slightly 
gloomier prediction was be- 
cause inflation had been high- 
er than the Bank had expected 
since November. The strong ex- 
change rate had put less down- 
ward pressure on retail prices 
so far than the Bank’s econo- 
mists had expected. 

Tuesday's good news about in- 
flation last month was not a sur- 
prise and would not have changed 
the forecast, Mr King said. 

' The report concluded that 
the Asian crisis was unlikely to 
have a big impact on the British 
economy, partly because lower 
interest rates in the US. Ger- 
many and Japan would oflset the 
world slowdown to some degree. 



Decline 
in jobless 
figures may 
‘level off’ 

By Diane Coyle 

TT,eGovermnebtyestMd^ad- 

mitted that the rate of 


employmem 

“level oT. The warning came as 

new figures showed the number 

of people claiming unempfo£ 
n^ttenefit fell for the 23rd 


Divided they stand: Monetary Policy Committee members are {clockwise from top left) Eddie George, the 
Governor; Sir Alan Budd; Willem Buiter; Charles Goodhart; Ian Plenderletth; Mervyn King, Deputy Governor; 
David Clem end; and DeAnne Julius 


5 per cent of the workforce, the 

lowest for 18 years. 

As the Prime Minister 
launched the advertising 
campaign for the Government’s 
“New Deal”, the number of 
jobless claimants actually rose 
in the North-east, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 

“There are signs that the rate 
of fell might be starting to lev- 
el off," said Andrew Smith, 
Employment Minister, even as 
he welcomed the news of a fur- 
ther decline in the headline job- 
less figure. 

The Office for National 
Statistics said the lower-than- 
esp ec tffd drop last month could 
have been caused by claims 
not being processed over 
Christmas. It said the labour 
market continued to be 
“healthy”, with the trend fall in 
unemployment in the range 
20,000-40,000 a month. 

Even so, yesterday's batch of 
figures contained other indica- 
tions that the recovery in the 
jobs market is slowing- Most 
significan t, underlying average 
earnings growth remained 
unchanged at 4.75 per cenL 
■ The ONS pointed out that 
naming ; were rising at an annual 
rate of 9.6 per cent in financial 
services, driven by a surge in Gty 
bonuses. 

Incomes Data Services, 
which monitors pay deals, 
recently reported a surge in the 
number of settlements above 4 
per cent. The Engineering 
Employers’ Federation also 
recently expressed concern 
about higher settlements. 


vEurorail in £2.3bn offer to rescue Channel link 


By Michael Harrison 

Eurorail, the consortium which 
lost the contest to build the 
Channel Tunnel Rail Link, last 
night offered to take over the 
project but iodicaied it would be 
delayed for four years and re- 
quire £23bn in public subsidies. 

The consortium also an- 
nounced that HSBC, the own- 
er of Midland Bank, had 
dropped out, agreeing to sell its 
20 per cent stake to the other 
£four shareholders. These are 


Kvaemer, BICC, NatWest and 
SeeboardL 

Keith Clarke, Eurorail’s 
chief executive, said that if 
chosen to rescue the project, 
the 68-mfle link would end at 
a new terminus at St Pancras. 
But he indicated it would be un- 
likely to be complete before 
2007 - compared with the 
planned opening date of 2003. 

The future of the rail Link was 
thrown into disarray two weeks 
ago when London & Conti- 
nental Railways said it could not 


complete the project without an 
extra £1.2bn in subsidies. 

LCR's winning bid in 1996 in- 
volved £1.4bn in subsidies and 
assumed that the Eurostar ser- 
vice would be carrying 10 mil- 
lion passengers by this year. 
Eurorail asked for £2.1bn in sub- 
sidies at February, 1996 prices, 
but its Eurostar traffic forecasts 
were much more conservative. 

Mr Oarke said: “This project 
is too important to fell at this 
stage. It has major implications 
for London, the UK and for the 


rest of Europe." But he added 
that fee Government would have 
to commit funding early in the 
construction to encourage private 
sector funds into the project. 

Enrorail would not start 
building the link or seek to raise 
private finance until Eurostar 
was firmly in the black. Eu- 
rostar’s losses are currently 
running at £180m and it carried 
6 million passengers last year. 

The consortium's original bid 
put the total financing costs at just 
over £5bn and assumed that fee 


fending, minus the Government 
subsidy, would be 80 per cent debt 
and 20 per cent equity. 

Mr Clarke said Eurorail had 
no interest in teaming up with 
any of LCR’s shareholders, 
which include Virgin, Bechtel, 
National Express, SBC Warburg 
and the French railway SNCF. 

Eurorail has a team of about 
15 working on the project but wffl 
not submit formal proposals un- 
til LCR's 30-day deadline to 
comeLpwifenewfencfreaaar®&- 
meats expires an 27 February. 


JBA profits warning sends 
tremors through IT sector 


Green light for Texas in Energy battle UBS staff go in first wave of bank job cuts 


By Chris Godsmark 

A£4bnbidbanfeforEneigyGroup,awn- 
crof Eastern Ekxtriaiy, moved a step dos- 

er last ntght after US regulators cleared 

Texas Utilities, the Dallas-based power 
group, to launch a takeover offer. Texas 

said it had been given approval to bid for 

V. ’ r.Jl.«vjniY9 rnPPfinffWllh 
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‘ state utility watchdog, on condition that 
tt supplied the regulator with addition- 
al confidential documents. The group 
needed permission io invest 30 per cent 
more of its capital overseas. 

. “ Meanwhile, Texas has stepped up ns 
political lobbing drive in theUKin an 
attempt to avoid an investigation by uie 
- . Monopolies and Mergers Commission 


(MMC). PacifiCorp, another US utili- 
ty, was last year cleared to bid by the 
MMC and has launched a raised 765p 
a share offer valuing Energy Group at 
£4.06btu 

Jarrefl Gibbs, Texas' deputy chairman, 
met with Geofoey Norris, special adviser 
to the Prime Minister, earlier this week and 
argued that a rival offer should not be re- 
ferred to the MMC. Yesterday Mr Gibbs 
intereified the fobfcyingeffort meeting Mar- 
tin O’Neill, chairman of the Commons 
Trade and Industry Select Committee. 

In a statement Tfexas confirmed h was 

still in discussions with Energy Group 
management, adding that any offer 

would have to “compare favourably” with 

PacifiCorp's. The comments lifted En- 
ergy Group shares 35p higher to 774p. 


By Lea Paterson 

UBS and SBC, the merging Swiss 
banks, yesterday began their extensive 
job-cutting programme. The axe will fell 
on 50 ont of a total of 150 professional 
staff m UBS’s London corporate finance 
department. Only a handfbl of their SBC 
counterparts face the sack. 

The 50 staff who have failed to se- 
cure positions will not be made redun- 
dant right away They will instead go into 
a “resources pool”, from where they may 
be offered positions elsewhere in the 
bank. In reality most of the 50 employ- 
ees are expected to be issued with • 
redundancy notices. 

About 3,000 City employees will he 
marferethnalam at tire two banks in com- 


ing weeks, it had been widely anticipated 
UBS would bear the brunt of tike cats. 

Material feMay of UBS, European co- 
bead at corporate finance at die new baulk, 
informed his staff of the scale of job cuts 
in a memo yesterday; “Daring the coarse 
of this week all London bankers will be 
informed individually whether they will 
be offered a role in 'Warburg Dflltm Read 
[the new investment bank] ... around 70 
per cent of our London-based bankers wfll 
be offered positions.” 

Mr LeMay said: “They are high- 
catito people. I’m confident they wffl find 
other jobs, in the resources pool or else- 
where**. 

It is understood UBS plans to an- 
nounce equity redundancies —where the 
bulk of cuts is expected -early next week. 


By Peter Thai Larsen 

The Stock Exchange’s newly 
formed information technology 
index was thrown into turmoil 
yesterday after JBA the soft- 
ware developer, issued a shock 
profit warning which halved the 
value of the company and 
dragged down share prices 
across the sector. 

Shares in JBA plunged 625p 
to 632J5p after the company 
warned that its profit far the year 
to 31 December 1997 was like- 
ly to be about £5m. Analysts had 
previously forecast that the com- 
pany would make profits of 
about £15m. 

The warning sent shock 
waves through the rest of the in- 
formation technology (TT) sec- 
tor. Shares in leading IT 
companies including CMG, FL 
Logica, Misys and Serna all 
tumbled on the news. 

Investors were particularly 
rattled by JBAs comment that 
the cost of hiring extra contract 
staff had contributed to the 
shortfall. In the past year strong 
demand for programmers, fu- 
elled by the need to rid com- 
puters of the millennium bug, 
has forced up salaries across the 
IT sector, prompting fears that 
profits would be squeezed. 
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However, analysts said JBAs 
profit warning was largely re- 
lated to problems within the 
company, and that the share 
price falls were the result of a 
panic reaction by investois. 
“There’s no reason why other 
share prices should fell," said in- 
dustry expert Richard Hohvay. 
“If s just a kne^jetk response by 
the City." 

However, he said a blip bad 
always been on the cards after 
shares in IT companies soared 
away following the creation of 
the new index. Since the begin- 
ning of December, shares in the 
five largest companies in the sec- 
■ tor have risen by an average of 
over 40 per cent “I believe the 
upton? in the sector has been to- 
tally overdone," said Mr Holway. 


JBA said the profit shortfall 
was largely down to a sharp rise 
in product development costs, 
from £23m in 1996 to £36m last 
year. Only last year, the com- 
pany, which specialises in soft- 
ware which helps companies 
plan their business processes. 
abandoned its practice of cap- 
italising R&D costs to bring its 
accounting policies Into line 
with US standards. 

JBA also said it had lost sev- 
eral large product tenders to 
overseas competitors. “Four 
or five big deals didn’t happen 
in areas where we can’t differ- 
entiate our products from the 
competition," said chief exec- 
utive Allan Vickery. “We made 
an error of judgement in a 
fast-moving world." 

However, Mr Vickery also 
said the cost of hiring extra staff 
had made an impact- “The cost 
of IT contractors is complete- 
ly out of control," he said, 
adding that JBA would be lay- 
ing off 80 per cent of its con- 
tract staff in an attempt to cut 
costs. 

The warning shocked many 
of JBA’s followers in the City. 
The company has been one of 
the most consistent performers 
in the UK IT sector, with a 
steady record of rising profits. 
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Australia (dollars) 
Austria {scMRngs) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada ($) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmarit (kroner) 
Finland (markka) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachmae) 
Hong Kong ($) 
Ireland (pumx) 


Italy (lira) 2330 

Japan (yen) 198.60 

Malta (lira) 0.6227 

Netherlands (guilders) 3.2120 

Norway (kroner) 11.95 

Portugal (escudos) 289.74 

Spain (pesetas) 24054 

South Africa (rand) 7.6625 

Sweden (kroner) QB6 

Switzerland {francs} 13136 

Turkey (lira) 348,634 

USA($) 1.5857 

Source- Thomas Cook 
Rates for indication purposes only 
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Medeva: At a glance 

Mattel raiue: 2562m. share pica 158p (-1 2p) 


Five-year record 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Turnover (£m) 

200 

240 

2S6 

332 

355 

Pre-tax profits (Em) 

48-1 

64.2 

79.0 

38.3 

111 

Earnings per share (p) 

11.8 

14.6 

18.9 

3.1 

21.4 

DmdemJs per share (p) 

ZB8 

3.2S 

367 

4 JO 

■ «0 


Share price, pence 
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Medeva needs to 
find a new star 

One way to get Bill Bogie, ehief exec- 
utive of Medeva, animated is to enquire 
just what has happened to his group’s 
share price. G aiming yesterday that he 
was determined not to moan about the 
dramatic slump in the value of the 
group, in the next breath Dr Bogie 
could not resist complaining that the 
City has got Medeva all wrong. After 
all he argues, when Glaxo Wellcome 
warned that earnings would be fiat for 
the next few years the shares held up, 
even before its merger talks with 
SmuhKline Beecham. When Medeva 
makes a similar announcement the 
share price collapses. 

To some extent the two companies* 
problems are similar. Glaxo's star ulcer 
treatment. Zantac, is coming off patent, 
while Medeva faces the introduction of 
generic competition for methyl- 
phenidate. its main profit earner which 
is used to treat hyper-active bids. 

But Medeva is no Glaxo. By virtue 
of its size is has nowhere near the num- 
ber of drugs in its pipeline. Methyl- 
phenidaic accounts for about a third of 
sales. Analysts believe sales of the treat- 
ment could halve over the next few years. 

Prospects now hinge on finding a re- 
placement. Medeva’s main hope is 
hepagene. a hepatitis B vaccine which 
could also be used to treat the disease. 
Other new products include a dry 
powder asthma inhaler and new im- 
proved forms of methylphenidate. If 
any of these come off in a big way, profit 
prospects will be transformed. 

But nr nil! not know until 1999 at 
the earliest. Until then, however hard 
the group tries, it is unlikely to make 
up the shortfall from the lost 
methylphenidate sales. 

Even though Medeva has proved a 
solid earner, there is a case for it to 
viewed more like a biotechnology stock. 

In other words, investing in the shares 
is a simple gamble on whether its drug 
development programme comes off. 

That approach ignores the fact 
that, unlike biotechs, Medeva is actu- 
ally profitable and producing a rea- 
sonable cash flow. That cadi flow 
could support new drug purchases 
and a 10 per cent share buyback, 
helping to underpin the share price. 

Medeva’s 1997 profits rose to 
£1 1 1 m. a rise of 7 per cent ignoring ex- 
ceptional. Bui iis shares fell 12p to 
158p yesterday. ABN Amro Hoare 
Govetl forecasts profits falling to £99m 
this year, then £107m in 1999, putting 
the shares on a prospective p/e ratio 


of 8.5, falling to 8. That looks very cheap 
compared to the wider pharmaceuti- 
cal sector that trades on a multiple of 
at least 25 times earnings. Hold on. 

Plenty for Sugar 
to do at Viglen 

Vigjen Technology, the personal com- 
puter group spun out of Alan Sugar’s 
Amstrad last August, has not exactly 
covered itself m glory in its brief life 
on the market. The shares started trad- 
ing at around 65p but collapsed in No- 
vember following a profits warning and 
have been steadily drifting lower ever 
since. Yesterday they dosed another 3p 
lower at 34 Jp following disappointing 
half-year profits of £2.2m. down from 
£5.1m the previous year. 

\figlen has been struggling with 
weak margins and the erosion of av- 


erage selling prices. Meanwhile its re- 
tail operation, run in conjunction with 
Dixons, has not worked and sales 
were much lower than anticipated 
over Christmas, 

Cash sales to small businesses have 
also been under pressure in a highly 
competitive market. Total sales were 
£5 .7m lower than the previous year. 

All this has proved too much for 
Alan Sugar, who is to take the reins as 
executive chairman of the group and 
use his marketing know-how to stim- 
ulate sales. Mr Sugar, who owns 35 per 
cent of the group, is keen on pursuing 
links with schools and universities, 
which yields sales of £ 15.6m. 

He is also keen to move away from 
just selling PCs towards a service- 
oriented group. The company has been 
building up its network computers 
business which installs systems in com- 
panies. A deal is expected next week. 

But while Mr Sugar's entrepre- 
neurial skills are well proven, the City 
expressed mixed feelings about his 


plans for the group and the size of his 
stake. Mr Sugar feels the shares are 
grossly under-valued and a feeling 
persists in the City that he may tty to 
take the group private. 

This is uot much comfort to share- 
holders, however, who have seen their 
investment lose almost half its value 
since August. On analysts’ forecasts of 
£5m this year the shares trade on a 
forward rating of 3Z Mr Sugar may pro- 
duce some fireworks but for now that 
level looks about right. 

Success proves 
costly for ITG 

Investors may have wanned to informa- 
tion technology, but they’re stiH a fat 
scared of the internet Fbr evidence, look 
no farther than the reoent drop in Internet 
Technology Group’s share price. ITG, 
which crept onto tire AIM market in 1996 
through a complex reverse takeover, is 
currently signing up over 5,000 new sub- 
scribers a month to its internet dial-up 
service - each paying £10 a month. 

It now has 60,000 paying customers, 
making it one of the three largest in- 
ternet service providers in the country. 
But its share price has halved since April, 
when it briefly reached 110p. 

Considering ITG lost £l-54m before 
tax last year (the previous year’s figures 
mean little) that may not be a surprise. 
But, as most investors know, winning 
new customers costs money. Because 
it has to spend on advertising and sup- 
port to attract new internet surfers, not 
to mention new modems and extra 
phone lines to connect them. ITG 
makes almost no money out of new cus- 
tomers in the first year it has them. 

After that, however, they become 
very profitable. At the moment. ITG 
is signing up more new customers than 
it has existing ones. Sooner or later, 
however, that growth is bound to slow 
and then the profits will be substantiaL 

SG Securities, ITG’s house broker, 
reckons the company will break even 
in 1999 and make profits of £4.4m the 
following year, by which time it should 
have over 250,000 customers. Its ser- 
vice targeting smaller businesses will 
swell those numbers eVen further. 

Then there's Globahvave, its 75 per 
cent stoke in a chip which can control 
computer payments, and could prove a 
real moneyspinner. ITG shares yester- 
day rose lJp to 54p. valuing the com- 
pany at just £22. 5m. Given the prospects 
for its internet business, and the added 
spice of a possible bid from a telecoms 
operator, the shares look cheap. 


Monsoon float disappoints as <v 
shares dip below issue price 


By Nigel Cope 

Business Correspondent 


The flotation of Monsoon, the 
women’s fashion retailer, 
turned into a soggy affair yes- 
terday when the .company’s 
shares fell below the issue 
price on their first day of 
dealings. 

The shares, which were 
priced at 198p, dropped as low 
as 189p at once stage before 
recovering to 191.5p. 

The float has provided 
Monsoon founder Peter Simon 
with an £S8m windfall from the 
sale of 25 per cent in the com- 
pany. 

Mr Simon was travelling in 
India yesterday and was so not 
available to comment on his 
company’s disappointing de- 
but He and his family trusts 
will hold the remaining 75 per 
cent of the company. 

“The fall is entirely logical,'’ 
one dealer said. I can’t imag- 
ine there was that much de- 


mand for a highly priced 
minority holding. But it’s only 
day one.” M 

One retail analyst added: It 
was disappointing, as we 
expected. Some institutions 
were in to make a quick turn 
and they are not going to get it” 

Nick Bubb, retail analyst at 
SG Securities, said: “We were 
surprised that they priced so 
aggressively and at that level 
it made the risk-reward ratio 
pretty unfavourable." 

NatWsst Securities, Mon- . 
soon’s financial adviser, said 
»har turnover in the shares was 
low, indicating that most in- 
stitutions bad bought the stock 
for the long term. 

It was Monsoon's second 
attempt at a stock market 
listing. The company aban- 
doned its float plans in 1996 
because of concerns over the 
ultimate ownership of a 
Maltese registered trust which 
bad a controlling stake in the 


Monsoon faced an uphill 
battle lo come to the market 
because of the volatile retatl 
market, which had been a bit 
by a series of disappointing 
Christmas trading statements, 
and the abandonment of its 
previous attempt at a fisting. 

NatWest said the company 
should be judged on its im- 
pressive record, which has _ 
seen it increase its profits in 
each of the last 12 years. 

Monsoon, which special- (J; 
ises in distinctive designs 
featuring strong, colours and 
an ethnic look, has 103 outiets 
in the UK- 

It also has 181 branches of 
Accessorize, which sells ac- 
cessories such as bags, hats and 

sunglasses. 

Monsoon has recruited 
Graham Frost, deputy chief ex- 
ecutive of GUS home shop- 
ping, as a non-executive 
director. This is thought to 


c- 

Shandwick chief out in shake-up 


Alarm over 
increase in gas 
disconnections 

British Gas disconnected almost 
30.000 homes last year, double 
the number in 1995, according 
to figures released yesterday by 
the Gas Consumers Council 
writes Chris Godsmark. 

Sue Slipman. the GCC's 
director, said she was “ex- 
tremely concerned” by the in- 
crease. She warned the 
company’s policy appeared to 
have hardened since the roll-om 
of domestic competition. 

British Gas said it was 
“catching up” with debt recov- 
ery. following a moratorium 
on disconnections in late 1996 
while the company sorted out 
problems with a new national 
billing system. 

A British Gas spokesman in- 
sisted the disconnection pro- 
cedure had cot changed and 54 
per cent of homes contacted the 
company within 24 hours of 
being cut off. “These discon- 
nections only happened be- 
cause there was no contact 
from the customer." 


Dermot McNulty, chief execu- 
tive of Shandwick, the world’s 
largest independent public re- 
lations firm, has lost his job after 
a wide-ranging shake-up of the 
group designed to slash costs, 
writes Andrew Yhtes. 

Mr McNulty is on a two-year 
rolling contract paying £398,000 
a year, meaning he could be in 
line for a payout of up to 
£800.000. 

Shandwick has put aside 
f 2 5 m to pay off Mr McNulty, 
Colin Thisler, the former head 
of the group’s British business, 
and a number of regional man- 
agers and administration staff 


who will also lose their jobs. 

The changes have been 
prompted by increasing pres- 
sure from shareholders, lead by 
the UK Active Value Fund, 
which have become increas- 
ingly concerned about the 
group’s ailing share price. 

Shandwick said it was still ip . 
takeover talks with several rivals 
and expected an outcome, one 
way or another, within the next 
few weeks. 

Pre-tax profits were fiat at : 
£9m (£9.Zm) due to a dis- 
appointing performance from 
the UK division. Shares rose Jp 
to 53-5p. v- 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
INDEPENDENT 

£10 Conran lunch 

The Independent and Independent on Sunday m association with Terence Conran are 
delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at 
six of London’s top restaurants throughout February for £IG 

Until Saturday February 28th, the following establishments are offering readers a 
two course lunch or early evening supper for just £10 per person. 

How to Book 

To participate in die offer simply collect one token (tokens will be printed every day until Sat- 
urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present your token in order 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid fbr a complete table booking. The tokens will be 
valid fbr one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simply collect a token from the week in which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essential and 

all bookings are subject to availability. 

A special discount is available on selected items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de la Tour shops 

on presentation of the token. 
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BLUEBIRD 


QUACLINO'S 


ZINC 

BAR* GRILL 




Blue Print Cafe 


The Independent offer is available at the 
following restaurants: 

Bluebird 350 King’s Road. London, SW3 5UU 
0171 559 1000 

Lunch 12noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 

Blue Print Cafe The Design Museum, 28 Shad Thames, London, SEI 
2YE 

0171 378 7031 

Lunch l2noon - 3pm. early evening supper 6pm -7pm" 

Le Pont de la T our Bar & Grill 36d Siad Thames, London. SE ! 2YE 
0171403 8403 

Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm. eariy evening supper 6pm -7pm 

Mezzo 100 Wardour Street, London, WIV 3L£ 

01713144000 
f Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm. early evening supper bpm - 7pm . 


I THE INDEPENDENT INDEPENDENT j dosed Saturday lunchtime, open Sunday 12pm - 4pm 

!vy*d bo^Wtfayfabr^ Quaglino's 16 Bury Street St James's, London, SWIY6AL 

J i 0171 930 6767 

— — — | Lunch !2noon- 3pm, eariy evening supper 5.30pm -6.30pm 


Name- 


Address. 


{ Zinc Bar & Grill 21 Heddon Street, London, WIR7LF 

1 \ 01712558899 

1 j The special 3 course menu is available between 1 2noon and 7pm 

3 5 between Monday and VNfednesday the offer is extended until 1 1 pm" 


•; hdepwdggtCowan tomirew QQ to ’ th Qfla ‘ 


The offer is available 7 days a week at aB six restaurants 
•Ocwdftw 6pm on Sunday Ofer not ratable after 6pm on February 14 


to 
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Spring time in Paris 

from £85 



THE INDEPENDENT 


INDEPENDENT 


ON TUNSW 


Spring is nearly here, and what better way to shake 
off the winter blues than a trip to Paris. Whether 
you want to shop, dine, night-club, go sightseeing or 
simply take your time and relax, Paris is the perfect 
destination. With our special Springtime in Paris 
offer, yoa can go for a fraction of the price you 
would normally pay. All things considered wouldn't 
you rather be in Paris. 

To make your booking simply call Driveline direct on 01707 
222400. 

The offer is valid for travel between 16th February and 30th 
April (excl 9-14 April) 

THE OFFER 

The price includes a return standard class Eorostar ticket 
from London Waterloo International (or Ashford Internation- 
al in Kent) to Paris Gare du Nerd and one night sharing a 
twin/double room in one of five conveniently located hotels. 
For only £20 per person per night you can extend your stay to 
a two or three night break. Upgrade to a 3 star hotel from 
just £99 per person with extra nights from £27 per person per 
night. 

Weekend travel: For travel outward and/or return travel on a 
Friday, Saturday or Sunday add £20 per person. For all travel 
in April add £15 per person. Child prices on request 



HOW TO BOOK 

Phone Driveline on 01707 222400 quot- 
ing The Independent /Burostar offer pro- 
motion. Please have ready your 1st and 
2nd choice of departure/retum times and 
hotel accommodation. We recommend 
that you include a late morning depar- 
mre/earfy afternoon return as one of your 
choices. 

Payment can be made by Switch, Delta, 
Connect, Access or Visa, Travel Insur- 
ance is available at a special price of 
£10pp. Bookings must be received by 
Driveline at least 5 working days in ad- 
vance of the requested date of travel. 
Within this period, where Driveline is 
able to accommodate your request, a £10 
late booking fee will apply. All book- 
ings will be verified by confirmation in- 
voice and tickets are normally issued 
seven days prior to departure. If your 
departure date is within seven days. Dri- 
veline Europe will contact you to make 
suitable arrangements. A binding con- 
tract between you and Driveline Europe 
Ltd will come into existence when you 
have verbally confirmed your payment 
details to Driveline. 


TIMES OF TRAVEL 

Choose from the following departure 

times: 

Ex London Waterloo International to 
Paris: 0588*. 0619* 0723*, 1157, 1253*. 
1357, 1523, 1623* 1715, 1748, 1853*. 

Ex Paris to London Waterloo Interna- 
tional: 0637,(1716, 0813, 0910* 1019, 1143, 
1219, 1304, 1519, 1607*. 1710*, 1819. 
1919* 

Fewer services run Sat/Sun. *stops at Ash- 
ford, parking at Ashford £5 per day : 

ACCOMMODATION 
Campanils Montparnasse** 

Located on avenue du Maine and dose to 
Gaieties Lafayette 

Campanile Bastille** 

Located in the centre of Paris, close to the 
historic Marais Quarter 

Campanils I talie- Gobelins** 

Situated oo the left bank at Place rfhalie with- 
in walking distance of the Latin Quarter 

Cfarine Paris Alesia** 

Sou* of Moncpamase near Porte d’Oricans 

Hotel Roi Rons** 


Close to the Etoile and Parc Monceau 
Hotel Psyris*** 

Ideally located in the heart of the opera are 

TheTrianonRivs Ganche***dsluxe 
Prime location next to the Jardm du Lin 
embourglfrom £105 pp) 

AND CONDITIONS 

AU bookings are subject to avxuJaMitv Alltrai 
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Eddie George sprouts wings 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE SPLIT IN THE 
RANKS OF THE MPC. 
PROFIT WARNINGS 
IN- THE SOFTWARE 
SECTOR. AND 
EUROPEAN 
MERGERS POLICY 


“Confused? We are* 1 . That was the con- 
elusion of one City circular analysing ihe 
Inflation Report yesterday. The MPC 
has left interest rales unchanged for the 
past two mantis, whQe the constant drip 
of statistics and surveys has made it pret- 
ty plain that the economy is starting to cool 
off. There are uncertainties - mainly 
Rbout pressures in the jobs market - bul 
most Bank-watchers had concluded that 
interest rates were now as high as they were 
going to get this business cycle. 

Here is the puzzle. Yesterday’s report 
announced that rales will probably have 
to climb further because inflation is like- 
ly to be above target in two years' time, 
the Bank's policy horizon. What’s more the 
vole at January’s MPC meeting, and pre- 
sumably February’s, was split - but the split 
was five to three in favour of no change 
rather than an increase. 

There is a puzzle within the puzzle loo. 
The four-strong Bank team on the com- 
mittee was on the side of Lhe doves, quite 
the reverse of what everybody would 
have expected. Mervyn King, the human 
face of the Inflation Report, provided a 
partial explanation of these conundrums. 
As he pointed out, the decision genuine- 
ly is finely balanced and reasonable peo- 
ple - like the MPC’s members - can be 
expected to disagree. The minutes of 
January’s MFC meeting make it clear that 
there were actually more than two views, 
with some members holding to more 
than one view. One argument was that dis- 
appointing inflation figures and growing 
pay pressures warranted an immediate rate 
rise. Another was that weaker demand at 


home and the impact of Asia meant a move 
was unjustified. 

In between was the view that there was 
so much uncertainty about which set of 
risks was greater that there was no option 
but to wail and see. In a yes-no vote, the 
wait-and-see camp (presumably the four 
internal Bank members) cannot be dis- 
tinguished from the no-change camp 
(DeAnne Julius). 

As to whether it was consistent to not 
raise rales while simultaneously predict- 
ing inflation would probably miss its tar- 
get in future, Mr King said yes, because 
of the degree of uncertainty. There was too 
great a danger of having to reverse an ear- 
ly rate increase. All convincing stuff but 
it is hard lo avoid the suspicion that there 
was some Bank realpohlik involved as well, 
with Eddie George and ihe rest of lhe Bank 
team unexpectedly sprouting wings to 
perch beside the well-known dove on the 
Committee, Ms Julius. Mr George does, 
after all, still have a second term of office 
to win. But no. Surely not! 

If a bit of inconsistency is the price of 
transparency in the new monetary arrange- 
ments, it is a price worth paying. 

Hard landing for 
software shares 

Whoops. Shares in JBA Holdings have 
nearly doubled over the last year. Yesterday 
they gave it all back, proving yet again the 
obvious truism that the higher you climb 
the further you have to fall. The slock mar- 


ket doesn't take kindly to bad news from 
companies trading on more than 40 times 
forecast earnings, and rightly so, but 
whether it was also justified in markmg 
down the rest of the high Dying comput- 
er software and IT industry is another dung. 

Is this sub sector of the slock market just 
another speculative bubble waiting to 
buret, or can these heady valuations be 
justified? 

JBA is blaming some of its problems 
on the widespread and well publicised dif- 
ficulty in the IT market of getting suitably 
qualified staff at reasonable salaries. But 
actually the Fact that JBA has ended up 
paying through the nose for its staff 
seems to be largely down to mismanage- 
ment. JBA has been pouring money into 
product development, but the enhanced 
revenue which was to pay for it failed to 
materialise. 

The company also has a history of this 
sort of thing. Quite recently it caused an- 
other bout of the jitters among investors 
by failing to prepare accounts on time. This 

was a clanger never adequately explained 
and it may be that some of the account- 
ing changes JBA was forced to introduce 
at that time are coming home to roost Un- 
der the old methods it would simply have 
capitalised the extra development costs. 

But JBA fe now under American standards 
and these costs must be written off os they 

are incurred. So JBA may be an isolated 
case after all. 

That doesn't mean the sector isn’t dan- 
gerously overvalued- Some parts of it prob- 
ably are. The general rule of thumb 
should be that if a stock is trading in line 



Glaxo and SmithKIine will 
keep both research centres 


PIA inquiry into draw-down pensions may reveal mis s ’ g 


By Andrew Verity 


By Andrew Yates 


I 


jlaso Wellcome and Smith- 
KIine Beech am will keep open 
both their research and devel- 
opment headquarters in the 
event of a merger of the two 
companies, according to City 
sources. 

The decision comes amid 
growing concerns from senior 
Government ministers that the 
deal would lead to substantial 
job losses amongst ..skilled 
scientists, causing long term 
damage to the British economy. 

By not closing the research 
and development complexes 
the drugs giants hope to placate 
the Government's fears and 
ease the path for the £I0Obn- 
plus merger. 

The deal would have to be 
cwtjoned by EU competition 
fthorities. The UK authorities 
are likely to launch their own in- 
depth investigation and could 
lobby Brussels for specific un- 
dertakings on research and de- 
\dapmcnt jobs and expenditure. 

The decision on the R&D 
centres will safeguard thou- 
sands of jobs. Glaxo employs 
1,700 people at its main re- 
search facility at Stevenage in 
Hertfordshire, which was 
opened at a cost of £700m in 
1995. SmithKIine employs 



Financial regulators yesterday 
completed the first stage of an 
inquiry into the sale of hun- 
dreds of millions of pounds of 
investment products which may 
have been mis-sold. 

The Personal Investment 
Authority said it had collected 
responses from almost all 
providers of the income draw- 
down plans, which offer pen- 
sion savers the chance to draw 
money from their fund without 
buying an annuity- 

industry sources expect the 
inquiry to reveal strong evi- 
dence that financial advisers 
had a massive incentive to sell 


income draw-down products, 
which depend for their result 
on the stock market, rather 
than an annuity, the safer 
alternative. 

• Data from individual life 
offices disclosed to the regula- 
tor shows that advisers could re- 
ceive up to £5,600 in 
co mmiss ion for persuading an 
investor to put £100,000 in a 
draw-down product. If the in- 
vestor had bought an annuity, 
the commission on £100,000 

would have been less than £200. 

Joe Palmer, the PIA's chair- 
man, said earlier this year that 
commission on draw-down 
products “may give rise to 
biased advice which we will be 


investigating further in 1998. 
The commission on pension in- 
come draw-down is consider- 
ably higher than that available 

on annuities." 

Data disclosed to the regu- 
lator shows that advice on buy- 
ing an income draw-down 
policy from a Norwich Union 
representative costs £10360 - 

most of which will come from 

the investor’s savings- Advice on 

buying an annuity through the 

same channel is just £259. 

life insurers who provide in- 
come draw-down products 
have become increasingly frus- 
trated that little has been done 
to protect consumers from 
over-zealous selling by cpm- 


mission-hungiy sales people. 
The product is thought to tie 
the most complicated invest- 
ment product ever introduced. 
With its popularity boosted by 
rock-bottom annuity rates ot 
less than 7 per cent more t han 
£S00m a year has flowed into 

theproducL . 

John Morel, who lobbied for 
the products to be introduced as 
bead of marketing at Winterthur 
Life, said: “I’ve become in- 
creasingly disappointed at what's 
happening in draw-down since it 
was btnxluced.” He added lhai 
attempts to persuade regula- 
tois lo ensure that the advisers 
setting it were specially qualified 
had been rebuffed. 


^JS^IeGl^PharZooIticab building in Stevenage, where top sdentfcts work 


2.000 people at its new £25 0m 
site in Harlow, Essex. There 
had been fears that one of the 
companies' fl agship R&D sites 
would be shut to cut costs. 

Instead Glaxo and Smith- 
KUne are planning to eliminate 
any duplication in the R&D al- 
ready conducted at the two 
sites. They will then use the 
spare capacity to create a new 
drugs pipeline and concentrate 
on new development areas. 

However, there could be 
job losses at some of the small- 
er R&D facilities the two groups 


run around the country as 
Glaxo-SmithKline seeks to 
rationalise and cut costs. To- 
gether, the merged group would 
employ more than 6300 R&D 
people. Thousands of UK man- 
ufacturing and administration 
jobs are also likely to go. 

The decision was welcomed 
by MSF. the white collar science 
union. Paul Talbot, national 
secretary for the pharmaceuti- 
cal industry, said: “This is gpod 
news for the employees. There 
were real fears that the Steve- 
nage site would be closed. But 


that doesn't mean to say there 
wfll not be extensive rationali- 
sation elsewhere. We need 
more information, which the 

companies are refusing to give." 

There was an uproar when 
Glaxo dosed down Wellcome's 
research facility at Becken- 
ham with the loss of 1,000 
jobs, after winning a hostile 
takeover bid three years ago. 

Glaxo and SmithKIine are 
also preparing to give up some 
of their best selling drugp to get 
the merger past the competi- 
tion authorities. 


phiroscience and 
BMS in cancer deal 


By Andrew Yates 

Chiroscience yesterday 
no with Bristol-Myers Squibb 
(BMS), the US pharmaceuticals 
riant, to develop a potential 
new blockbuster treatment for 

cancecli is the biggest deal the 

UK biotechnology group has 
ever made and its shares dosed 
4J5p higher -at 266p. 

- -T^The deal pits Chirosciencc 
head-to-head with British 
Biotechnology which is cur- 
rently testing manmastat, ns 
An cancer remedy that coul 
afeo revolutionise the treat- 
ment of the disease. 

BMS is already the bigges 

ssnsssss 

TaxoL which acts to kill can- 

cennis alls. Other freat^nts 

. in the market use hormone 
ihcrapvio eradicate such things 
as breast cancer. 

Bui CHfrosctence s new 
• compound, like manfflftaL 
would act to inhibit «*** 
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potential marker for such dn^ 

could be huge. Analysts esti- 


mate that if they proved suc- 
cessful, they could become 
$lbn sellers in a market that is 
growing all the time. 

Dr Andy Richards, director 
of business development at 
Chirosciencc. said yesterday: 
“This could add a whole new 
layer of treatment to the mar- 
ket If it is successful there B no 

reason why it could not replace 
existing treatment. Then it 
could have sales of over $ 1 bo. 

BMS has acquired the wona- 
wide rights for two of Chiro- 
Suce? leading anti-«mcer 
compounds - known only as 
D21^^dD1927. to return an- 
alysts believe that the group is 
Sjg £5m up front to Chiro- 
^nS-TbeUKgroq?^^ 

lectio receive up to £50mrf 

sssastsSs 

could receive a royaler of 

"ore than 10 percent^ 6 
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finds cure for cancer. 


Debonair chief protests 
about BA to Brussels 

Franco Mancassola. chief executive of the Debonair airline, 
^“competition chiefs in Brussels yesterday to exprej 
“ ^ncems about Go. British Airways new low-cost 
carrier “We understand that BA is guaranteeing the leases 
for [Go's] new aircraft. That is not something a 
do * said Mr Mancassola. “They are exennsmgAeir domi- 
ng position and this abuse in of great concern to us. 
S bus else told officials * DG7 ihe 
rectorate, that Go js paying flight attendants £2,000-£3,000 
more than we do." 

Credit Suisse pension plan 

Credit Suisse, the bank, and Winterthur, the insurer, yes- 
SS5 announced their first UK joint venture smee merg- 
L lSrt V ear. They will launch a new personal pension plan, 
^idfwffibe managed by Credit Suisse, but will be mar- 
keted by Winterthur UK, a market leader m UK self-invested 
pension plans (SEPPS). ^ 

Lenders scrap indemnities 

wweek. Both Woolwich and NatWsst Mortgage Services 
paysre pretcctffielender against losing money if the house 

is repo^essed- 

Small firms ‘need boost* 

rr- marine m encourage greater investment in small and 
toaSect under-investment in SMEs by allowing 

SScSCSKBStSS 

contributions. 


Catch the 

Millennium before it 
catches you 

Isn’t it amazing how so many companies seem to have 
been caught unawares by the Impending Millennium. 

Don! let this happen to you. Buy a PC from Dan 

Technology and we guarantee Millennium compliance. pentjiim* 
Add to this the finest Quality Assurance systems and 
first class technical support, and you’ll see that there’s never 
been a better time to prepare your business for 2000 and 
beyond with Dan Technology. Buying direct from Dan 
means realistic prices and better after sales care. 

Take for example the Dantum 233/J98 with Intel 
Pentium* 1 processor with MMX™ technology and a 
host of business essentials for both speed and 
performance at only £914 + VAT (inc. delivery). 

So catch the Millennium before it catches you and 
start thinking outside the box. Order today for speedy 
delivery, or phone for more information about 
the complete Dan range and our built-to-order service. 

Call our sales staff on 0181 830 1100, Fax 0181 830 1122 

and quota code 112/2 
Showrooms open Mon-Fri 9-30am-6pm 

at Ironbiidge Close, Great Central Way. London NW10 0NW 
and 10-11 Feast Reid Town Street, Horsforth, Leeds (Tel: 01 13 259 1200) 

n ji bniimm-nr* .-r^**.^-****^*^*^**^^ 

re, ^ 

MLmA.^ki>lMXlgairailw«afti<ltieMalCa»panilBiL 


“Dan can truly be said to 
be the best organisation 
at delivering excellence 
In customer satisfaction" 
PC Magazine. Aug 199Z 
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A buzz of telecoms rumours livens up a dull day 


taking stock. 


amrkfT report 



DEREK PAIN 


Even on a dull day telecoms 
continued to mesmerise the 
stock market The suspicion 
that corporate action will 
shortly emerge kept many of 
the Leading players on the 
high wire, with a range of 
sometimes wild rumours 
buzzing around. 

Orange led the way. The 
mobile telephone group 
gained 9-5p to a 345p peak 
ahead of the expected British 
Aerospace sale of its 21 per 
cent stake. A Continental 
group is thought to be the 
most likely buyer. 

Cable & Wireless was 
under the influence of keen 
anticipation, with Hong Kong 
developments and the possi- 
bility of a BT bid pushing the 
shares up 12p to a 642p high, 
although BT could only man- 
age to dial a 3.5p advance to 
569.5p. 

Vodafone was another 
ringing a new record, up 6p 
to 520p. There were vague 
suggestions that it could put 
IonicfL, the struggling radio 


telephone group, out of its 
misery with snSSpa share 
bid; the alleged target re-, 
sponded with a 6.5p fall to 
72p. 

Securicor, 3-5p firmer at 
367 Jp, was helped by a re- 
rival of rumours that it is near 
to selling its 40 per cent stake 
in the Celine t mobile tele- 
phone group lo BT which 
would, ran the story, dear the 
way for Rentolnl, up 12.75p 
to 292.75p, to strike at 
Securicor. 

Rentokil is imroereed in 
bid rumours these days. The 
environmental and property 
services group was last week 
linked with the Compass con- 
tract catering group and was 
yesterday said to be looking 
at a Danish company. In- 
ternational Service System, a 
cleaning and maintenance 
services operation. 

footsie, atone time up 33.4 
points, ended off 5. 4 at 5,607.9 
in rather lacklustre trading. 
The rest of the market was a 
little more responsive with the 


supporting indices edging to 
new hi ghs, 

■A recurrence of interest 
rate worries and New York's • 
inability during Loudon 
hours to build on its peak 
were the main inhibiting in- 
fluences. 

Still Kingfisher, running 
the Wootworths and Super- 
drug chains, was unruffled as 
a third investment house 
hoisted a l.lOOp target. 
Salomon Smith Barney 
moved to l,100p, partly on 
the back of B&Q's strong po- 
sition In the robust do-it- 
yourself market and the 
prospects for Darty, the 
French chain. SC Securities 
and Morgan Stanley had 
already moved to 1.1 OOp and 
I,105p respectively. The 
shares rose 28p to l,044p. 

IT shares lost some of 
their exuberance on the 
blows inflicted by JBA and, 
less directly. City Technology. 
JBA almost halved to 632.5p 
after warning profits would be 
around £5m against hopes of 


up lo £16m. City Tech, a gas 
sensors group, returned from 
suspension at 180p, off 28.5p. 
US problems forced a £5m 
provision and axing of the 
interim dividend. 

It was enough to prompt 
a 45p fall to 1315p by Logics 
and 45p to 2,195p by Misys. 

HeaTs, the furniture re- 
tailer, rose lOp to l&L5p oo 
a cheerful trading statement 
but Monsooo, the fashion 
chain, endured a surprisingly 
ragged debut, closing at 


Share spotlight 

store price, pence 
320 



J91.5p against the 19Sp 
placing. Body Shop In- 
ternational's discomfort over 

the departure of its .US chief 

continued, with ihe shares off 
43ptolUp* 

Takeover bids still flowed. 
British Dredging jumped 
265p to l5Z5p after an ap- 
proach prompting one mar- 
ket man to observe that if 
such a bewhiskered old can- 
didate can get a bid then “this 
market must be on bid alert". 
Property group Five Oaks 
hardened 5.25p to 39p as 
Milner Estates, up 2-5p at 
317-5p produced an agreed 
£40.5m offer. Chesterton, the 
property agent, was sus- 
pended at 36p (up 3p); it has 
agreed a reverse takeover by 
rival Summit. But Cookson 
lost some of Tuesday's spec- 
ulative rise, off 7.5p to 
209-Sp. 

Granada, commencing a 
series of investment presen- 
tations, edged forward 3.5p to 
908^p and Renters improved 
7p to 579p ahead of an in- 


vestment dinner hosted by 
Henderson Crosthwmte for 
16 fond managers. 

Some utilities firmed as 
Robert Fleming suggested 
the current government re- 
view could add 10 per cent to 
the sector by making regula- 
tion more predictable and 
-less of a political football . 
The investment house 
favours National Power and 
United Utilities- 

Little Criterion Properties 
rose 9p to 88.5p after forging 
a pact with a US investment 
company Oaktree which has 
funds of SlObn. The part- 
nership intends to invest in 
high yielding office 
properties. 

Capital Industries edged 
forward 1.5p to 130p. There 
is talk that Rutland Trust 
could sell its 39 per cent 
stake in the laminated paper 
and foil container group to a 
US company, thereby trig- 
gering a bid. Rutland's yearly 
shareholders meeting takes 
place tomorrow. 


Crisis InternationaLtb^ 

hygiene kits gmiip,fe»^5P 

to 70.5P, lowest since i994. 
Bear raider Simon 
Cawkwell, the so caljedErii 

KneviL b*s let U be known 

he has taken a short 

position in the sbaresjHe 

says they are worthy 
But Crisis came out 

gghting. In November it - 
claimed it was on track to 
make profits ia it* «*»»" 

half year which ends next 

month. Chairman Jack 

Rowell said: “We are doing 
nothing out of step In our 
drive towards the cod of the 
ffn flpirial period". 


Tadpole Technology rose 
7.5p to 22p. Stockbroker 
Colin Blackbourn has made 
a quick turn. On Monday it 
was announced he picked 
up 3.1 per cent; probably at 
around 10 pence. 


DW Hankins on, former chief 
of housebuilder Fairbriac, 
sold his &83 per cent stake 
at the market price, 32p. 
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are soaring, profits are high 
— where is the investment boom? 
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One of the perennial concerns 
about the performance erf the 
^British economy is the lade of 
investment. This has been par- 
ticularly acute during the pre- 
sent recovery because the rise 
in investment spending during 
the upswing has been far 
smaller than it was during pre- 
vious cydes. 

The Pre-Budget Report 
published by the Tteaswy last 
November picked out the prob- 
lem. It said: “Our record on in- 
vestment has been poor by 
international standards.” And it 
added one possible explanation: 
“The- UK’s track record of 
macro-economic instability has 
discouraged long-term plan- 
ning and investment/ 1 

This is a possibility that has 
concerned the Bank of Expand 
for some time. For one things if 
there is too little investment in 
new capacity in some sense, the 
I economy will run into the infla- 
tionary buffers sooner rather 
than later. Bor another, the Bank 
had hoped that the introduction 
of infla tion targeting after the 
September 1992 exchange rate 
mechanism crisis would have 
started to improve the record of 
macroeconomic instability. Ever 
since that point in fact the 
economy has been expanding 

much mare Steadily than was the 

norm in previous recoveries. 

In the Bank’s Quarterly Bul- 
letin, published today, one of its 


economists, Simon Whitaker. 

a cl eser look at the recent 
investment performance. It 
notes that since the recovery 
tegan, starting in early 1992, 
total invE&ment has declined as 
a share of GDP. About one- 
third of the relative weakness is 
due to low investment by gov- 
e romeut, but the private sector 
has accounted for two-thirds. A 
drop in residential construction 
since the property price collapse 
explains a further one third of 
this. &it the rest is down to busi- 
ness investment, which h as risen 
far less than in the 1981-1986 
upswing, as the chart shows. 

Most of the attention about 
the issue of missing investment 
has focused on manufacturing, 
but the Bank’s breakdown of the 
data immediately turns up two 
facts that challenge the received 
wisdom. One is that within busi- 
ness, iris services and utilities that 
explain tire relative weakness: 
and as the utilities enjoyed a pri- 
vatisation-related investment 
boom, the more recent weakness 
is perhaps not surprising. The 
other is that business invest- 
ment as a share of GDP might 
have grown slowly during this re- 
covery but it started at a high lev- 
el and its share is now above the 
long-term average. 

Mi Whitaker goes on to ask 
what it is that determines this 
share. Why do businesses want 
to invest as much - or as little 
- as they do? Did they start this 
recovery with “too much” cap- 
ital already, explaining why in- 
vestment has climbed so slowly 
since 1992? He also looks at 
whether investment is mis- 
measured. 

The Bank’s findings are that, 
on balance, the after-tax cost of 
hivesting in new capital has 
been lower during this recovery 
rhan the previous one. The re- 
duction of tax allowances far in- 
vestment spending in 1984, 

phased mover two years, raised 

the tax rate by more than sub- 
sequent reductions in corpora- 
tion tax have reduced II But the 

pre-tax cost of finance has prob- 
ably been well below its level 
during the 1970s and 1980s. 

This does assume that there 
‘ has been no change in the av- 
erage life of a capital asset. 


Business investment/ 
GDP in recoveries 

at constant prices, Index: start of iHawerte3=100 
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which might not be true. The 
growing importance of infor- 
mation technology, which has a 
short life, in services in partic- 
ular would imply investment 
had become more expensive. 
But equally, the price of IT 
goods has probably been over- 
estimated because they are 
falling so rapidly alongside qual- 
ity improvements, and that 
would work the other way. 

So investment has probably 
been less costly than in the 
past. At the same time, stock 
market values have soared and 
profitability has been high- All 
erf these should have encouraged 
an investment boom. The paper 
identifies three reasons why the 
boom never materialised. One 
is that companies entered the 
1990s with an unprecedented 
burden of debt. Much of the 
profit of British business during 
the early stages of the recovery 
went to repay debt and restore 
balance sheets to health. A sec- 
ond is the high-dividend payout 
ratio, which has tended to re- 
duce retained ea rning s- Until 
Gordon Brown’s corporate tax 
reforms, the UK tax system en- 


couraged high dividends to 
shareholders. This might change 
in future thanks to the abolition 
of advance corporation tax, as 
pension funds wQi no longer get 
a refund on ACT paid on divi- 
dends on their behalf. 

But the third possibility is 
simply that the statistics have 
under-recorded investment 
spending by overstating the 
prices used to convert actual 
cash spent into “real” terms. 
This type of mis- measurement 
would be worse when prices 
were falling, as they have been 
for some types of investment 
good. Certainly, business sur- 
veys of investment intentions 
have been far out of kilter with 
the official statistics- especially 
in services - for at least a year. 
In addition, the ONS has found 
that over a ll>year period its sta- 
tisticians tend to underestimate 
investment at first and revise it 
up significantly later.Since 1986 
the average upward revision in 
the year-on-year growth rate of 
total investment has been 2.6 
percentage points. 

Finally, the Bulletin article 
observes, spending on software 


will not be included in the def- 
inition of investment for statis- 
tical purposes until later this year. 
Even before panic about the year 
2000 problem and converting fi- 
nancial computer systems for the 
euro set in, software spending 
has been a huge item for many 
businesses. The US has long in- 
cluded software within the in- 
vestment umbrella in its figures. 

Is it safe to conclude that 
Britain has no investment prob- 
lem after all? It is unlikely that 
Mr Brown would agree. The 
Government’s ambitions for cre- 
ating weD-paid and meaningful 
jobs for more people depend to- 
tally on British industry to cre- 
ate them. Without the growth in 
capacity, whether in manufac- 
turing or services, there is un- 
likely to be enough jobs growth. 

And expanding and renew- 
ing the nation’s capital stock, 
implementing new technolo- 
gies, is the path to improving 
productivity and, ultimately, 
levels of prosperity. The moral 
fe that we might have had more 
of it than we thought, but this 
is one good thing you can’t have 
too much of. 


To the Tkte tor the laimi 

sooDSO^d by Ernst & Young, "ho meoaged 
their logo pbsteioi.o^i^f^^; 

^toattheThttWoye m^ ^^; 

^sssaseaSS 

and AIM BrendeL the femoes 
leading inteiepreter of Beethoven s 

^achtras the crash that Xneariybumpednrt® 

Mjdiad Palin, oiAiound. the World fane, onjy 
to^chrtfoto Tim Rice, thedistingui^ 
lyricist, looking very tall and talking very loudly 
about his next trip to the US? 

Alro there George Malhndsrodt^ 

idem of Schrodere, looking his nsoal iabaM 
self, as well as the novelist AS 
these was little time left to look at the pKW*s* 
I hear that Ernst & Young an i» 
the exhibition that they hare painted 
mini-buses on the top with a green Bonnard 
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Not to be outdone in the aesthetic stak^Abn 

Sugar, the Spurs boss and founder of AmstraL 

is appearing in the theatre. He is set to tread 
IhetaSs It the West Yorkshire Playhouse, 

Leeds, this very afternoon. • . 

Mr ,S »g*r will be addressing students from 
the Leeds area on the “values of business en- 
terprise.” in a scheme suggested tohnnby 
Gordon Brown, the Chancellor, and l Geoflfcy 
Robinson, the Paymaster General. MrSugar 
will be taking his show on the road to school 
in Hackney, Norwich and Birmingham, with 
sponsorship from Lloyds Bank. 

“I started out in buanes as a kid, and 

earnedaKvingasakjd.doingthin^thaiyooog" 
stets in Yorkshire can do there today, hesays. 

“1 want to bum the spirit of entrepreneurship 

mlo them, not to lecture thmi but sbow 

them that business can be fun, that hard work 
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If getting *■= lcW S™^byS 

from Mr Sug^ Lori Dicbe 

about u^uih-watering 

40 days to pri^ e to issue, Sally 

If you should ^^TLanagjng director 
Greene, the funder an to 

of the Criterion, pro^^ mingle ^ the 

sssSs-ssrsES 

^ssfSs.- 

Set is a director and 

Michael Moms on 1,000 shares, 
imum investment is £1, ^ get you a 

and investing over ^discounts 

Criterion investors’ Cari,ofienng 
at all sorts of theatre and^ents. ^ 

Ms Greene says she wane to £nng 
dtement back to the tbeati* v£h "S5 

^^ttavite Mr Sugar along to do his turn- 

Here's a va£ ""SSSSS 

White Arrow parcel dehverysubsi^^to 
Ever the document (I couldn t possibly say 
where the rumour came from . 

Whittf Arrow was featured in . .«*<** 

fc^sssxss 

SX“££S5£*S5r 

200 miles a day, this isn’t great going. 
All very unkind, as I said. 


England, brought a touch of Top o/ the Pops 

totoeBank’s presentation ofits MationJ^ 
nort yesterday, with an array of coloured lights 

Curitem eariyPinkFtoydMV^o^ 

Mervyn King presented the data behind the 
bank of red and purple lights. The ^ 
tion is now transmitted live ^ j^ ulcrs 
so of course Mervyn started: 
our viewers.” AH they need now is Pan s ftopie. 
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Old boxers don’t always fade away, some succeed in real life 


A FELLOW toiler in this trade, a 
former colleague whose work is 
usually of the highest order, wrote 
earlier this week that the fate of 
some fighters is to take up resi- 
dence under railway bridges; many, 
he stated, drift into the nether 
world of alcoholism and drug 
addiction or meet a violent death 
in domestic and gangland disputes. 

If there are any statistics on this 
I would like to see them. Hew many 
fighters have died by gun, knife or 
needle, bow many end up as drunks 
or derelicts? Boxing puts the senses 
so obviously at risk that nobody 
should ever think it a game but in 
proportion to other sports and 
professions it has no monopoly on 
sad figures. 


David Bairstow’s recent sui- 
cide was a wincing reminder that 
more than 30 cricketers have died 
at their own hands this century; old 
footballers of distinction who were 
criminally underpaid exist on a stale 
pension, lost in nostalgia, many 
crippled by arthritis and refused 
disability benefits. • 

Trouble is that boxers are too 
easily the subject of B-movie con- 
clusions; mumbling, beaten-up old 
pugs with cauliflower ears who 
hang around gy mnasiums, adopting 
a fighting stance when woken by the 
telephone; from champion to 
backet carrier; running errands 
for hoodlums. 

An Olympian in his 17th year, 
Colin Jones held the British and 


European welterweight cham- 
pionships and went in three times 
for the world title. An astute busi- 
nessman, if Jones looks at a bridge 
he is probably thinking about 
buying it. The former British and 
Commonwealth middleweight 
champion Johnny Pritchett took off 
for Spain with the substantial pro- 
ceeds of his commercial acumen. 

Still one of British sport's most 
revered figures, Henry Cooper is 
never short of an earner; John 
Conteh, Jim Watt and John H 
Stracey, all former world cham- 
pions, are well paid for speaking at 
corporate luncheons and testi- 
monial dinners. "Watt, Barry Mo 
Guigan, Glenn McCrary and Duke 
McKenzie are employed regularly 



far through booze that, in time, he several days on ^lmkatMuhammad All and not 

could be given no greater respon- Neill's wicked sense of h ^ who could observe 

sibilily than the dog racing results, mams in place and he co Louis gladhanding from a 

and that out of sympathy. train fighters. At -yJJNrfte ^I^WacelnU 

Arthur Christiansen, shot to memory lapses but then V egas without realising how much 


KEN JONES 


on television, ’fivo members of my 
golf club, both comfortably off, 
once earned a living in the pro- 
fessional ring. 

Pro rata, there are no more 
drunks among old boxers than 
there are among old journalists. An 
acclaimed sportswriter slipped so 


fame as editor of the DaOy Express 
as the result of his late night 
response to news of the RiOl air- 
ship disaster. The lone sub-editor 
who assisted Christiansen in that 
enterprise ended up bumming 
drinks and cigarettes in Fleet Street 
hostelries- 

Among the guests at a birthday 
party I attended last weekend was 
Bobby Neill, who was British feath- 
erweight champion almost 40 yeans 
ago. After losing the title to Terry 
Spinks, whom he later trained, 
NeflJ fell into a coma and spent 


others of a similar age 
included. 


boring can take from them? The 

fsaensnss 

moter Mickey Duff refused the proaaea 


Kray twins admission to the open- 
ing of the Anglo-American Sport - 
ing Club at the Hilton hotel in 
London. So much for gangsterism 
in modem boring. 

There have been more than 
enough ring tragedies to make a 
case against boring, plenty of evi- 
dence to establish that fighters 
are unlikely to reach later life 
without displaying symptoms of the 


into glazed 

ledgment to a warm response to 
his presence at ringside was 
withering. 

Such things have long since in- 
truded on my conscience, making 

me think that boring may not be 
worth the caudle. But drunks and 
drug addicts, victims of gang vio- 
lence and living under railway 
bridges? If that is the case J have 
not been paying attention. 


McCarthy’s 
triumph for 
a college 
education 


Phil Shaw talks to the Birmingham 
graduate determined to enjoy a class 
reunion in the FA Cup on Saturday 


EVEN by the standards of 
Andy Warhol's famous-for-15- 
minutes dictum, Jon McCarthy 
looked to have been short- 
changed. All he got was 10 as 
substitute for Hartlepool and 
then... nothing. 

McCarthy's first appearance, 
as a 17-year-old to whom the 
gathering of 1,002 seemed “a big 
crowd", was nearly his last. He 
was allowed to 
drift off to col- 
lege in Notting- 
ham, where he 
subsidised his 
rent by earning 
£25 a game from 
Shepshed Char- 
terhouse while 
consoling hitn- 
sclf that he at 
least had played 
League football. 

And that 
might have been 
that had the management duo 
who gave him his debut, John 
Bird and Alan Little, not resur- 
faced at York two and a half 
years later. When their small 
squad was depleted by injuries, 
they remembered McCarthy. 
The student winger seized his 
second chance. 

As befits a late starter, he 
has crammed more into the en- 
suing years than most players 
do into two decades. A bronze 
medal from the World Student 
Games was followed by pro- 
motion with York. Then came 
a £450.000 transfer to Fort Vile 
and World Cup combat with 
Northern Ireland. 



FA CUP 

COUNTDOWN 


Last September brought a 
£1.5m switch to Birmingham, 
equalling their highest outlay, 
and with it the possibility of Pre- 
miership football. On Saturday 
the First Division play-off con- 
tenders will be striving to reach 
the FA Cup quarter-finals at the 
expense of Leeds, a contest 
which the 27-year-old Teessider 
awaits with even greater antic- 

_ ipafion than 

usual. 

One reason 
is the prospect of 
matching his 
progress against 
that of David 
Wetherall, a 
team-mate and 
friend from the 
British student 
side who is now 
vice-captain and 
defensive main- 
stay for the 
Yorkshire club. He is also de- 
termined to make more of his 
second experience of the fifth 
round than he did of the first 
which by coincidence was also 
against Leeds. 

“David was the one who 
stood out in the 1991 Gaines 
in Sheffield," McCarthy re- 
called. “He’d just been trans- 
ferred from Wednesday to 
Leeds and you could already 
see he had that something ex- 
tra. 

“He had to speak at the 
opening ceremony because he 
was the local boy. I remember 
it well because Helen Shar- 
tnan, the British astronaut 



Kick-start: Jon McCarthy says his televised FA Cup performances have been instrumental in helping his career 


dropped the torch and the 
flame went out!” 

Britain reached the semi-fi- 
nals before losing to the 
Dutch. They beat Uruguay to 
take third place, after which 
McCarthy, by now a BSc in 
Sports Science, graduated to 
the full-time ranks at York. 

John Rudge made him 
Vale’s record buy in 1995. It 
was hardly the most glam- 
orous of moves - “no one else 
wanted me," McCarthy said 
with disarming candour - but 
within six months circum- 
stances conspired to bring his 
blend of touchline trickery 
and hard graft to a wider au- 
dience. 

The Potteries club forced a 
deserved draw at Everron, 
then the FA Cup holders. 
“Only a handful of ties were 


played because of the weath- 
er. Goodison Park has under- 
soil heating, so ours was one 
of them. 

“All the postponements 
meant it also became Match of 
the Day. I had one of my best 
games and Thevor Brooking 
highlighted some of the things 
I did that night What a differ- 
ence one programme can 
make." 

McCarthy’s reputation was 
further enhanced when he 
scored the winner m the replay 
from a cross by fellow winger 
Steve Guppy - now of Leices- 
ter and England B - to earn a 
reunion with Wetfteraii at El- 
land Road. 

“We were the better team in. 
a 0-0 draw and I went from hero 
to villain by missing a good 
chance. We went a goal up at 


Vale Park, but once Gary 
McAllister equalised Leeds 
just kept getting stronger and 
won 2-1." 

It was then that he was 
claimed by Northern Ireland, 
his grandmother's birthplace. 
Although Keith Gillespie re- 
mains first choice in his posi- 
tion, McCarthy's cap collection 
includes one gained against 
Italy - MaldinL Zola, Casiraghi, 
Del Piero et ai - amid the fire- 
crackers of a Sicilian friendly 
last winter. 

Even then. Trevor Francis’ 
interest was an open secret. 
Once, McCarthy was walking 
near his home in Cheshire 
when a Birmingham exile on a 
bike pulled up and demanded 
to know when he would be sign- 
ing. Within months the deal bad 
gone through, one of Francis* 


40 in 20 months, but there was 
to be no overnight success. 

“When I first joined VUe 
they failed to win any of the 
opening 10 home games. It was 
a chib record. I made my Birm- 
ingham debut at home to Sun- 
derland when a win would have 
put us top. We lost, and won one 
of the next 15 to end up in mid- 
table." 

Dubbed “The Jinx" by one 
fog-horn fan. McCarthy gradu- 
ally won over the St Andrew’s 
crowd. Last month’s stunning 
7-0 win at Stoke underlined his 
growing influence on a fast im- 
proving side, though the sight 
of an ex-Vhlc man crashing in 
No 5 did not go down well with 
the locals. 

“I'd turned away to celebrate 
with Paul Furlong when, ap- 
parently, this fan charged ou to 


will be Gebrselassie’s main rival 


Athletics 


By Simon Turn but! 


TAILE GEBRSELASSIE 
xune face to face yesterday 
vitb the rival he will confront in 
he National Indoor Arena on 
iunday evening. The dock at the 
lead of the back straight was not 
witched on. unlike the familiar 
learning smile of the Ethiopian 
unning phenomenon. 

In the conspicuous absence of 
Daniel Komen, the adversary the 
ithletics world wants to see him 
ace, the challenge faring Geb- 
rselassie in the Bupa Indoor 
3rand Prix will be to complete 
[0 circuits of the Birming h a m 
rack before the scoreboard’s 
ligits dock round to 4:54.07. 

For all his undoubted ac- 
omplishments - three 10,000 
netres world titles, an Olympic 
;oId medal and 11 world 
ecords - the world beater who 
ived his early years in a mud hut 
emains too self-effacing to 
tate that the odds are in his 
avour. 

His glowing countenance 
ester day, though, probably 
meant a little more than the fact 
hat he happened to be at one 
rith himself and the world. 

“When you want to break a 
/orld record it is not an easy 
3 b,” he said when asked about 


his prospects of beating the in- 
door record for 2,000 metres. “I 
want to break this record but I 
am not saying I wilJ do it You 
never know what will happen in 
a race." 

The record will be 11 years 
old on Saturday. It was set on 
the Inglewood track at the Los 
Angeles Times meeting, a last 
hurrah for Eamonn CDghlan, 
the Irishman known as “the 
Chairman of the Board" and 
proved to be his sixth and final 
indoor world record. Ii ought to 
fall within the compass of a 
runner who has docked 3: 31.76 
for 1,500-metres and 7:26.14 for 
3,000 metres in the current 
indoor season. 

The latter performance, in 
Karlsruhe on 25 January, was 
Gebrselassie's lltb world 
record. Last Friday, though, it 
was eclipsed by Komen, who 
stopped the dock in Budapest 
in 724.90. It has left Gebr- 
selassie holding just one global 
mark, the indoor best For 
5,000m, and Komen intends to 
eclipse that in Stockholm a 
week today. 

Gebrselassie defeated 
Komen over 5,000tn in Zurich 
last summer but the Kenyan, 
three years his junior at 21, has 
confined three of his world 
records to history. in the past 
seven months and also beaten 


him to the landmark achieve- 
ment of running two miles in- 
side eight minutes. It seems as 
quickly as the Ethiopian estab- 
lishes his credentials as the 
supreme distance runner of all 
time, his East African shadow 
emerges with a counter-claim of 
his own. 

The fact is that both possess 
the talent of the all-time great. 
They just happen to be pushing 
back the human speed limit at the 
same time, in the same way as 
Sebastian Coe and Steve Ovett 
did at the height of Britain’s 
gplden middle distance era. 

The pity is, like Coe and 
Ovett, their rivalry is being 
fought at arm's length - at the 
length of the clock arm, that is. 
Gebrselassie will be chasing 
Komen’s 3,000m record when 
the Kenyan attacks his 5,000m 
figures in Stockholm. 

“1 don’t know exactly when 
we will run together,” Gebrse- 
lassie said. “I hope it will be in 
Zurich in August. The 5.000m 
there is veiy important." 

And Sunday’s meeting in 
Birmingham is very important 
for British athletics, launching 
as it does a new era of major do- 
mestic meetings. Gone in the 
wake of the British Athletic 
Federation’s financial collapse, 
are the days of appearance 
money for all. 


With a budget of $225,000 
(£140,000). half that enjoyed by 
the other meetings on the 
Ricoh tour, only Gebrselassie 
and 13 other athletes are 
guaranteed payment simply for 
turning up. 

“This is the way of the 
future," Ian Stewart, the meet- 
ing promoter, said. “Only those 
athletes who can put bums on 
seats will be paid to appear." 

Those capable of beating the 
clock, though, will have bonus 
money to. chase, too - in 
Gebrselassie's case 520,000 for 
world record No 12 on Sunday. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

74 

Tw number of Vietnamese 
players and managers, 
from tl of the 12 teams in 
the national champkxisNp. 
that have so far been im- 
plicated ft match-fixing al- 
legations. Truong Van 
Duong captain of the Ho 
Chi Mnh City Customs 
team, has led a stream of 
players surrendering to 
pokes, after he was threat- 
ened by bookies when a 
fixed match went wrong 


Whelan gives 
Wigan £2m 
ultimatum 


Rugby League 


By Dave Hadfield 


WIGAN’S sugar daddy, Dave 
Whelan, has given the club's 
shareholders an ultimatum: 
hand over control or Jose his 
vital financial backing. 

Whelan, the ownerofWigan 
Athletic and sponsor of Super 
League, has sent an offer to 
shareholders that will cost him 
more than £2ra if accepted. If 
not, he has warned, he will pull 
the rug from under a dub which 
is more than £2m in debt. 

“I’ve made it dear in the 
offer that if the shareholders 
accept then I will strive io take 
the club back up to where it was 
an where it should be," he said. 
“But I’ve also made it clear that 
if they do not want to sell the 
shares then 1 will walk away." 

The matter will be debated 
at the club's AGM on 7 March. 

The converted second^ row- 
er Darren Fleary is the surprise 
choice at prop for Leeds' Silk 
Cut ChaJlcnge Cup tic against 
Castle ford on Saturday. He is 
preferred to Barrie McDer- 
mott, who is being eased back 
after a broken leg. 


Dalton’s ’sheer fear’ of flying 


Sailing 


By Stuart Alexander 

GRANT DALTON yesterday 
spoke of his “sheer fear" of 
pushing Merit Cup too hard in 
mountainous seas as the lead- 
ing yachts in the Whitbread 
Round the World fleet hurtled 
on through the treacherous 
Southern Ocean yesterday. 

Life in the “liquid Himalayas” 
on the Ilth day of the fifth leg 
from New Zealand to Brazil is 
proving a disquieting experi- 
ence even fora seasoned yachts- 
man like Dalton, who had been 
forced to use a larger spinnaker 
than was sensible in the condi- 
tions in order to keep pace with 
thind-piaced Ibstuba, who was at 
times only 200 metres away. 

“This is not safe at ail, the 
way wv are sailing now, but what 
choice do you have?" asked the 
New Zealander as Merit Cup 
averaged 20 knots in 40 knots 
or wind. Tvo hours after the sail 
change and with the boat out of 
control, Dalton “pulled the 
plug" and left Toshiba to it. 

“It is a matter of balancing 
the need to push hard but not 
over the lop," he said. "I think 
my sheer fear of what could hap- 
pen stops that. Ten minutes af- 
ter we had set our storm 
spinnaker again, there was 


Toshiba dying to puli what was 
left of their spinnaker down." 

The two boats racing side by 
side in wild seas was a dramatic 
scene. “As Toshiba starts to surf,- 
the hull wffl come dear right back 
to the keel” Dalton said “ A huge 
plume of water rises above the 
topsides and the boat is hurled 
into the trough. I have never seen 
a boat look like that before." 

The leg leader. EF Lan- 
guage. was also flying, failing by 
less than two miles to beat Silk 
Cut’s 24-hour record of 449.1 
miles set on the second leg. 

Greg Gendeii, bowman on 
Innovation Kvaemer.can testi- 
ly to the anaesthetic effect of the 
cold He did not discover the ex- 
tent of a leg injury until he 
awoke for his next watch and 
found a large gash. 

The contrast could not be 
greater for Silk Cut and EF Ed- 
ucation. Collisions with iceberex 
and gear damage has left them 
averaging nine knots and tile all- 
women crew of EF are fighting 
boredom by knitting with wool 
normally used for saife 
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Hughes signs 
five-year, deal 
with Arsenal 

By Catherine Riley 


Photograph: Phcer Jay 


the pitch to have a go at me. 
Chris Marsdeo pushed Lams 
Sigurdsson [Stoke captain] to- 
wards him and be stopped him. 
One report said it was the most 
effective marking he did all af- 
ternoon.” 

Last weekend's draw with 
Middlesbrough, in which Mc- 
Carthy scored against the club 
be idolised as a boy, found 
Francis’ team tn the kind of 
form that could trouble Leeds. 
The Premiership outfit struggle 
to break opponents down at 
home, whereas Birmingham 
have tended to travel welL 

For the level-headed Mc- 
Carthy, whose own odyssey be- 
gan so inauspiciously at 
Hartlepool, the tie is a re- 
minder of how far he has come 
as well as how close the winners 
will be to Wembley. 


STEPHEN HUGHES, who 
scored, twice.against Chelsea on 
Sunday, has finally signed a new 
five-year contract with Arsenal. 
Ars&ne Wenger, the Highbury 
manager, said: “It is important 
to keep talented young players 
a i the dub. Lam looking to bufld 
for the future and Srepben-is an 
important part of that future." 

Wenger also said yesterday be 
was “very hopeful" that Ian 
Wright would be fit to face Crys- 
tal Palace in the IA Qip on Sun- 
day, whOe Dennis Beigkainp’s 
fear of flying means he will not 
be travelling with Marc Overmans 
for the Netherlands' matches in 
the United States and Mexico, 
and so will be available for Ar- 
senal’s league game against 
Palace the following weekend. 

Christian Gross, the Totten- 
ham manager, yesterday pulled 
Chris Armstrong out of a reserve 
game to ensure the striker was 
fit to make his first senior start 
since November against Leices- 
ter at . White Hart Lane on Sat- 
urday. Gross has to lead his 
attack with AniBtrong, although 
be is notyet .100 per cent fit, be- 
cause Jurgen Klinsmann, Les 
Ferdinand Steffen fversen and 
Rory Allen are all injured. 

Klinsmann yesterday re- 
turned to training for the first 
time since fracturing his jaw a 
week ago and Gross expects the 
German to be playing again in 
about three weeks' time. There 
was good news for Ferdinand as 
well, after his damaged ligament 
turned out to be bruised, not 
tom as first feared. 

Manchester United have put 
back the kick-off of their Good 
Friday match against Liverpool 
at Old Trafford by half an hour 
after religious groups objected 
to the original 3pm start, be- 
cause that is the time they com- 
memorate Christ’s death. 

Alex McLeish has swapped 
one struggling Scottish Pre- 
mier Division side for another, 
after he left Motherwell to be- 
oome the new manager of Hi- 
bernian yesterday. 

Chris Kamara, the Stoke 
manager, is encouraging his 
players to defend at set pieces 
by fining them for not marking. 
He said: “Players are given a 
specific job to mark an oppo- 
nent at set pieces. If they don’t 
do that and it costs us points, it 
is going to cost them money”" - 
® The United States defeated 
Brazil for the first time on Tues- 
day. beating the world champ- 
ions 1-0 in the semi-final of the 
Concacaf Gold Cup in Los An- 
geles. The goal, from Predrag 
Radosavljevic, the former Evex- 
ton and Portsmouth forward, not 
only put the Americans in the 
final of the 10-nation tourna- 
ment, but was the first by a US 
player against Brazil in 68 years. 



Henry Blofeid's 
West Indies 
Update 

For the latest news, 
views and repnlar 


trtXOIU, TteTHicrwi WW 







29/RACING 


THURSDAY 12 FEBRUARY 1«B 



for all seasons 

nas Champion 

Richard Edmmwi, ® 


Richard Edmondson 

reports from Ascot 

'AS HE circled before thebj „ 
- race yeaerday with thesponsore 

name. Comet, on his saddiedoth 

there were many speenlatin. 
that One Man, life Haf e a, c 

hadgqneandwuki^ W. 

be the brightest of forces. The 

doomsten wei« wrong. 

Another theory is that the 
great grey stops beinga force in 

a National Hunt seLn^en 

the shoots of spring appear, bnt 
•- he certainty flowered yesterday 
- w administering a five-length 

rlaffnt to iL- . & 


air 


hKJ 8 "^ and attention 
rather on the oo 
devastating defeat 

oJS* Casti « ation does not 

worry the horse's train- 

ker^ r ?° D Rlchar< ^ He can 
Keep taking it as long as he 

keeps the gelding. “He doesn’t 
*> too badly forasofthoS" 
?^ ersa id. “You reporters 
dunk he s so ft and condemn hfai 

^^hakd Edmondson 

NAP; Rise ’N Shine 
(Lingfield 2 . 00 ) 

NB: Balladur 
(Wincanton 3.40) 


defeat to the warm favourite . k„. i 

Strong Promise. Tray-loads nf r • u*? 1 you d ,ove to own hiorL 

• y,0adS0f I wish! had a few more like him 


humble pie are befog prepared 
m advance of the Queen Moth- 
er Champion Chase at the 
Cheltenham . Festival 
• Considering his achieve- 
ments f 19 victories from 33 
outings and over £360,000 in 
prize-money) One Man has 
been quite dreadfully maligned. 
His startling talent has been 


— - — " ‘““is wc mm. 

I thought the Gold Cdp was 

“me at the third last, last year. 

was cruising. Bui going to 
Uie last he emptied and when 
he empties he empties this 
horse. I don’t know why he does 
a because he’s won a Hennessy 
for me and a King George 
round Sandown." 

John Hales, the owner, bad 


* 


b 


flown in from a business trip to 
New York to watch his prize 
bloodstock and he would have 
immediately recognised the ef- 
fort had been worthwhile. One 
Man swept over the eariy fences 
so swiftly that he had overtak- 
en the confirmed frontrunner 
Senor EJ Betrutti by the straight 
first time round. The other 
grey poisoned his chances by 
continually jumping to the left. 

Senor El Betnitti gradually 
fell further behind, but Strong 
Promise looked a dangerous 
gargantuan figure as One Man 
started hanking into the straight 
for the second time. Then, how- 
ever, Strong Promise’s lack of 
a ran this season became the 
most significant factor. “Strong 
Promise came upsides me at the 
last ditch and we reached for it,” 
Tony Dobbin, the winning rid- 
er. reported. “I was worried be- 
cause be came there tanking 
beside me. I was thinking for a 
minute after that that, we 
wouldn’t get home, but when we 
turned in he quickened. 


“The other one had looked 
a bit big and burly beforehand. 
Norman shouted over lo me to 
ask If 1 was going ail right so 1 
thought then that maybe he was 
just starting to get tired." 

This was a good day for 
Dobbin, his first in the saddle at 
Ascot, lo make up for less pleas- 
ant ones that have gone before. 
He missed two King George VI’ 
Chase wins after being substi- 
tuted on One Man, but the fates 
seem to be in a better mood now 
that he is back on the horse as 
the reigning Grand National- 
winning rider. 

“It’s nice to get on One 
Man again after being jockcd 
off,” Dobbin said. “It would be 
□ice for any jockey to ride him. 
I’ve never ridden a horse like 
him. with so much speed, that 
jumps so well." 

Strong Promise remains a 
16-1 chance for the Gold Cup, 
though this effort left us no 
nearer uncovering whether he 
will get the trip at Cheltenham. 
His jockey. Norman Williamson, 



One Man (left) on his way to victory over Strong Promise 


HertertOTBpwt 


has an opinion but it not one be 
shares willingly. “I can’t be 
telling you that,” he said. “I was 
very pleased with him today and 
he just got a bit tired turning in. 
In this race last year he came 
home really well. Today he just 


got a bit tired but he’s been off 
a long lime.” 

One Man is as low as 4-1 for 
the Festival, even though he is 
not a certainty lo be a player. 
“The owner would love to take 
him to Cheltenham, but 1 would 


Huntingdon 


1.50 Final Stab 
2-20 Organ Recital 
2J50 Mr Markham 
3.20 Woodbridge 


HYPERION 

3-50 Beaumont 
4.20 Ardbrennan (nb) 
4.50 Belmarita 


QOINGi Good (Good to firm in pJacasL 
•Right-hand, terel course Ru-wn 200yds. 

CO: PadcJo{ * Couree £& CAB PARK: free 
SwSSS Hufabart »ffl GSU%L T Forster &56 

iLFirwI? inSSS? n Henttoson P’S** D Nicholson ti -53 (20B%L 

« Wtttamaoo (Zu*). D Bridg^Tivai 

a ™” 1 M4 G 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: JaveHn Cool frfaored (220). Potitwacka 


FORM GUIDE 

SPRING D OUB LE could Booty turn out butter than he showed n three nonce chases 
before Christmas. As a hurdter, Spnrtg Double came right at tWs time last year. Organ 
Hocftal tailed to finrah in ha first two novice chases and ha tal at the tasl meeting con- 
firms he son has e bit to team about impng fences. Organ Recital was In commara at 
the time, however, and woiid have tafewed up an sorts r come and datance w*v Win- 
ning patnt-to- pointer Star HaweHer wfl fnd this tougher than the races he won at Strad- 
tecd and Vtorcester but he can ba expected to reprove ana a bigger problem could be 
lack of b recent outing. Theft less of a worry ter Man Of The Match, who could eaety 
tx- a throat Selection: SPRING DOUBLE 


2.50 


SIDNEY BANKS MEMORIAL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
B) £10,000 added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £7,259 


J 63-ffl FRENCH H0UY (USA) (33) (K Ftoofi F Mfphy ? 11 G 

1 1M21 MR MAHKHAM p4) (Fefct Rosenstieft Vfttar 8 Soil J Gricrt 8 H 8- 

3 S3 BETTB) OFFER (48) (C) (Lady Harrison) Mrs A Pencil 6H< 

4 2«22 J J BABOO (30) <ft*rd Raped MHamrori 511 4 

5 m2! MUSKML{20) (D) (JOEdtieiy) DNcftofcon7 Ti 4 

0 




t fftUU- AlAPA (270) (ABCoogan) ACoogBn TI U t) _TKanl 

2 E JZ! FWAL STAB (88) (D) (Ms Shefey Dwywr) C Ovyor 5 11 10 Mr S Bieaek (5) 

&D5B WBTERiy p7) (Ws G U Sorgea) J RtzGerafcf r Tl 0 ^.PCwbVTV 

flteSHD^,, ^ TV * , * son7t, ® --ATWon 

rfOO TOTALLY YOURS (28) (D) (BQ (Knghl tte*ks Partnefifa) M P^oe 5 n 5 A P McCoy V 

CAFIABTS DAY (fa!) (D Bute) H Colngridge 0 11 4.. Ufa R Wattey (3) 

P FORMIDABLE RAie (13) (Ure Rei Bra*r) W Misscn 5 TM .CUowdtyn 

1PFRP- Bfrro(27S)m(R 3 rthoU5»iaiSi ff ^(WBfe^Ltd)Jffevfc8t14 RJotnson 

■30646 5AUSONG (16) (D) (John J Wiyw 9 11 4 UrMGknal 

0 TBfltSB teOft (54) p T D tAancnJ W Muescn 7 15 3 GBmSoy 

T13W5 BAHST (USA) P) (D) (SBQart) SCirt g TI 2 MteRCM(5] 

PO ONUS MSTRAL (GZ) (R G Ntaraott) K Mofpn 5 n 2 ASSnttt 


— A ThomtM 

-PHde 

A P McCoy 

R Canity 

R Johnson 

-8601U TAKE MV SIDE {15} (D) (BF) (Mte Roberts) U J fbberts 6 n 4 G Bradley 

-fidBdnd- 

BETTWQ: French HoB* M Mr Martham, 4-1 MuriM. S-1 Better Oftac, 33-1 feka My Sate, 

40-1 JJBafcoo 

t99r. Agsbnert 6 n 4 R Dunoody 6-5 lav (J FtaGertd) B nm 
FORM GUIDE 

FRENCH HOLLY has coped fenpresawly with each step up in dess and tterefc no rea- 
son why he thoukfriT carry an mpramg. The longer tnp wont bather him but he faces 
a tough fast with Ifr Marthom and Ibrakha n contention U Markham finehed a Short 
head hi front of French Holy when they were fifth and axth behind Florida Pearl In the 
NH flat race at Cheltenham last March but French Holy was having hts test not of the 


FORM GUIDE , „ . 

Foiowtig easy wins at Wvwmfc and on this course (bee* Master Dancer U tenths), 

EmeatWBHam was taneied to comptete the hat-tridc but coiidnt cope wmiLtca Forte 

and was beaten whan femg at the second last, tomng Bewumont to toke saoonaA 
proassstve type before the tal Ernest Witam can oe Qrven a chance to bounce oaeK 

white tfwt was Batunont s best iwi a wfda so heh not out of IL SWYNFORO PRIDE 

mot put behold Hm a poor showing a Cattenck (piAed up In TaKaCcwer^ ra ce) bu t he 
was tavoutte there on the strength ol oonsatem shorts beforehand and the a gn s are 
he can wn a race of Ihte sort When thad to Jet F tea at Towoesier. Swynferd Pndewm 
two and a hart lengths In front of Qmflaquay a tevefwaghte. and ttas teg u a y was b»- 
en |ust over three lengths n the Wteosor race won by Green Crusader (who wasgc*- 
tng fifcf. Green Crusader was ttwd to Kit Smarbe under a penatty here and staid be 

thereabouts again, along with old Cwnbo. who bate a teg field of seBng huniers at Tow- 

ce3tec With Jm NevVe gettng wrms, Dublin Treasure can probably run a bettor im 
but another old horse. Cabocfran, was a long way behnd Green Crusad er at Wnoau 
and may have mssed his chance tor now. SMedion: SWYNFOW) PFBDG 


TToaI DUCK’S CROSS NOVICE HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) 
^■^1 £1,500 added 3m Penalty Value £1,214 


i (and that run shows he acts an fester grand). SB. Mr Marithem looks sure to 
stretch French Hally agem tfter Ns improved pertermance to beat Sharpical (sorth n the 
Ladbrake next tine) at Ascot Muted* has stamiia and Aridsy Royat who he beat on he 
hunfles debut at Ascot won at Warwick on Tuesday. Better Otter, on the other hand, hes 
had a coipie of setbacks since hn easy rentes wn here but stfl looks more Orefy to 
cause anitosw than *bke My Side and J J Baboo. S ele ction: FRENCH HOtiY 


USSP aiAUSt(F^(Q(fiatEr J AtenJIAsL Jeaei DTI 2 ... 


.JRtoanagh 


JRyan 


0P RESSWXRON ROCK (43) (G Pipa) R Snpscn 7 11 2. DGMb^wr 

» 0 SQUATS DEAL (FH) {F27) (FbeJalg Fbnsgan} S Bowfttg 7 ti 2 .TDteBarte 

« 26fOO LAMBSON (S6) (D) (Ian FW) J Pesme 11 n 0 RGwittyV 

17 40602 SWtCT LITTLE BRIAR (29) (GC Bravery) GBiway 7 fill D 

* 1-?C53 LUCYTUFTY (B) (G H Tuty J Feerce 7 « 9 

-IBdoctered- 

8ETT7MG:8-tt Tbnfiy Kara. 4-f BMML ff-2finteSMb,0-1 RUo, 12-1 LucyTuBy, Wtatartf, >4-1 
CeptaWs Day, 16-1 TirAars WgU. 25-1 Sweat Uffle Brfw, 33-1 odJea 
®7. OTy Star 7 « It R WBnon (7) M (Ms S Shtfij 18 ran 
FORM GUIDE 
FORM GUIDE. 

TOTALLY TOURS has been found waning Si (wo of the three darners sheb contested 
snee her easy wn n a Ptomptan hareficap. bul Native Ftetd and Lansdcrwne, who beat 
her at Haydock. woid be fancied to wn tta whie Americanval defeated the fly so eas- 
ily a Wincanton that he must be better than the average winner oMNs sort of race. Vtel 
becked when wmng a safer at Ludtow n November. Final Stab couktol cope with the 
step up si cfess and/br tha suffer track M Sandown afterwards, finishing Berth of seven 
m yie novices handcap won by Baladur. This is more Ftoal Stabs sort of race and he 
should figure along with Bator, enfoytog a successfii season and beck at what looks a 
mare suitable trip after finchoig fifth to Irish Wldcard at MusaeAxagh (2m 4f). La^ sea- 
soa RRI0 faded to firash after winning a week race at PtunfAxi but heS from e yard hav- 
ngwamers,whieWa«tarty hasrtthad much chanceto show whet hecando Lucy TWty 
ard Sweet UWe Briar face a tough task re the weyitS. Selection: TOTALLY YtXFS 


3.20 


FARCETFEN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 
2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £3,790 

1 /S1-0 THE MINE CAPTABt (42) (D) iGeraki W Brare) O Sh*n«ood Ti ti fi G Upton 

2 9I1-FP TELUCHBIRY (27) (D) (R J Jeis) Mss H Knght 9 1> G A P McCoy 

3 FPlFU GLEMXJE (43) (BF) (K C B Meteenze 3 M LGtQmtwl ATimef MJ ft XHarwy 

4 CCS- BUU VOGUE (327) (The h Voge Panwchpj R tore a B 9 PHde 

5 /1-FB3 WDMfiaDGE ® (I^PacktedisRacngUmed) FUupiy9tl4 PCarbwry 

G 4P3044 NOCATCH BJ (48) (D) (ftchad Chanda) K Morgan 9 00 ASSnWhB 

7 22P3UP BLACK 3TATaCKTP9) (StNaytr) JGftotdBtlO QBuiwffl 

- 7 declared - 


Uninun wtlgftlOsi Tno handicap noigocs.- Nbcatchm 9ti 7®, Btac* Stawners 8te Ob. 

BBTTNG: 196 Gtendoe, lOtKfi Woodbridge, 4-1 Tefichetty,MThe Mine Captten, 7-1 Buie Vogue, 
12-1 NacatcMa, 25-1 Block Susmeol 
fi97. DttnteB B n 3 R Dwwoody fi6 (M Witesor) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

There's a nsk in skteig with GLEN DOE as hes taJed to finish n his last two races, but he 
won a nonces hendcap at Fontwel and would hare tafewed up at TSurton but for taCng 
at the final fence; and Itk not as if there* an autstandng caraSdaie among today* cp- 
posiun. Woodbridge i4»et odds-on Cartxto Gold to Doncaster on hie only outing test 
season and tael weekk CMsridt thkri befwto Nefla^dy (won hare beforehand) suggests 
hefc a posstoDry. After aknost a year oft The Ulna Captain was entitled to need the 
comeback rui behtod Ctea Man A Ltecester and he Bees this grama It was about thia 
time laa year that TMOeherty beat Code Hi n a Thnerarfs quafitier at Lurtow and she 
went on to fend the final of that mares' series at UtHneirir Selection: GLENDOE 


1 3221-1 AHDBft0O4AN(P2S)|D)fCCBen*^J POr** 11 CO feRWtetefW 

2 1P1B- BUIAGALE (P292) (D) (F A BoreaQ tea D Timer 7 12 0 — Mr WTeawfgM (7) 

3 6/4P-1 QUBBiAL BUCK (P2«miDQrekJHJonea Petty IWanase'CO--JfeBttw«teffl 

4 02214- DASHBOARD UGHT(P2B1HP) (EDS AD CootejCCbefeGCO.— Mr 8 AwfeMlffl 

5 P/T2P- HM0RE(S0afflMeflD0ffO|MJ«mrnCfl HrPHteUngW 

6 /322-1 H«HICEP3Z)(D)(DFlveson)WYfei«8t20 **L L "2 

7 3UM HIGHLAND RALLY (USA) (P8^ W (II W 0 hjte 11 120 MrNBfeorag 

3 2UF-P1 JACK THE TD (P2Q 61) (JROoniwal) JCcn»Ml9fiO Jfc J RConwui (7) 

9 TH2P- MtSTBl SPECTATOR (272) (D) (BF) (PHj^w) Mrs AHtemin 9 120 - Ur CQonten (7) 

V 12t\-f MR BRANIGAN (P32) (DJ (5F) (Men Ax) IfaCSafeySfiD MrTMrttp) 

it W32 SAFFRON FLAME (PIS) (D) pUlurw) J Timer B 120 MrASresw*© 

fi 3-33R1 SCRIPT (127) (Mrs M Mupty) M KfcRhy 7 C 0 MrP McAOstrr(7) 

fi ltd- SECRET FOUR (P292)m(PranwDoaBiPart«nhrtE)(slWttfiO..JfeeT Owe (7) 

W 44fi THE BULL BLACKMAN (PI 5)IMJQngel)MJGrgd 7 ttO ffeMOngsip) 

B a»2 WTAL BT7NESS (CAN)(P32) (C) (D £ ingfe) D Injfe II fiO Mm F N tefen (7) 

fi 3291- CASTLE TYRANT (P298HD)(S0sWSCIart 9 It 9 HrSSwlMS 

17 S4Z3-1 WTDNSTOWNLASS(PlB)P)(JP'naip99n)TWttitaRlBll9 *CkiW(7] 

-ITttedmf- 

KTT1NG: 11-4 Mbter Spectator, 4-1 Bmore. 6-1 An&rennaa. M J^tTheTd, 10-1 HfeMteMi 
teas. 13-t Cwdtate Btert, UrBraanigan. t4-t Secret Fouc WW Vtowm. Fresh kM.Srfh«lfe»% 
20-1 others 

B97: Ordwsfeel SUfe 9 ti 7 IA F Hulstw (7) 2-1 tav (Mss J Rbgeon) T> ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Eknore was pulled 141 behind Struggles Gtory M Ascot In April, but beforehand hfiW fn- 
khed second to Copper Thistfe in a maiden hunters' chase at Lefeeeter and an eerier 
point- to- point wto iuetrates the fact that he can wto fret fine Snore shoid bethare- 
abouta along with MSI tH SPECTATOR, seidar to that he ended last season being pdBd 
up (belaid Bnotik stabtemate. Stomaig Lady ol Fotestone) after finiating second ki 
a race of tMs sort behind Struggles Gtory over course and ctetance Winner at Ms three 
pant-to-paffrts last season. Lister Spectator nw&t have more scope then Smote, two 
years his senior and who doesn't stand much rserg. Ardbrennan confirmed Mb <mB- 
betog with an open w»i at Tweseidown and fenped round Newbury and Chekanham 
last season. HttonetownLasavron what looked a competitive race at Ainwick so thB 
might be able to make her presence felt Selection: WSTER SPBCWUR 

LONG STANTON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,750 
added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £3,105 


4.50 


Po on ) WHITTLESEY NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
| £.£\) | £ 5 i oqq added 3m Penalty Value £4,638 


1 4FU4JF ORGAN RSYTAL (14) (CO) [Lady Anrw Bertenck] 0 &sman 9 TI fi M&wran 

2 P24S3 SFHWG00UBtE(M(ltetxiraBorsmari)NTire»»Utefes7Tf O CUmnBya 

3 CT-11 STRRTR«yaiSI (153) (D) (1*3 J G &fWi S Ms R Sfcacmafi) T Rxteer7 11 9.S Wyww 

4 e23-f BTTHAN (Mss A L Wri^t) B Rrthsri B t) TI AS&bM> 

5 4-223 BAY LOUGH pq (Guy Lut«R Roue 7 t»B F*fe 

6 -OF332 MAN OF THE MATCH (43) (1ft azabdh Pew*) tka J PtmwiB t)6 _AP McCoy 

7 23?^ KULEANEY CARR f13) (D) (Mas J Sarffe) J Grtsti 7 1) 1 .OBuntera® 

6 M36* WHJ.AR9E) (29)(D) (fapanga Partrwtffe) JBerr*C7 fil j>JK«nflli&)B 

3 C2-63F D&GUfflft22){*&sJSaJcUey}»teJB«fcley7Bf XAbpuruR) 

fi □ JS6 BAKMCaU(5g(n» Gardens) MtMmscn 8 fiO 

a OIXOS HrtTie»Nn^(HkhBriJAmc*J|NT«totiivtaeB9«0 RMjf^r 

12 ,HH3D THE MEXICANS GttCtWJPJCbftaflDGaMdfrfi «0 — Y 8 **? 

fi ; '4CWU FBWWSDtNCEW(ffepnR«*dDGtaB»8fiO_ ~ m JSSB 

« 4P260 M&WAUKH (ts) J3) JE todflTShamgtoiS BO. . rj 1 nMlH r ”.Y 

fiFEt«P JAYBJNCOOL(14)(GAHttt3d)Grt*bard7ttO MfctedBrewMtpJV 

. -15 declared- 

A-vuniTTi -wgu: rosi True rwrfcap wagWs » The Fan Bat 1 oh T7w itefcans Gone M 

lna^ 9 d 9^ Utwautee got BBKJawAn Cool BaiOt. 

BETTOfS: Spring Oodfite, I0M0 Organ RoctoL fT-2MtolOf The lt^ 7 -1 StwTte wfcr, IP-1 
Bn laoflA Own, 16-1 KMeansy Cam Dad IM W8» Armed, 2D-1 FW teManci, 25-1 «fiw» 

S9? Csfitoo Gold 611 T J Osbcme 4-1 ^ tav (K tetey) 6 ran 


3.50 


HUNTINGDON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £2,900 
added 2m 5f 110yds Penalty Value £2,653 

jea« BEAUMONT (22) (P Cmtogham) J Barts BUG — A P McCoy 

7fi4P BARRYBSi(18}(D] (MsJAryaabaxrwJWUaiSxunHgnfl JtMacsfirpJ 

50-11F BME5TIMUJAM (22)'(CO) (BF) (G A fUtad) G HAlbsrJ 6 fl 7.. 

36100 GRHNCHUSADEHP^IBF)(l»sRF)tey)»4*Vllfetl71)S — 

nMn nmn mnn nmnr trai mn m .riiii iVUmi. llliJ. 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 mmk CATOQiON Gq'uadE Jceq^ jjosepiui fin 

g 3-4804 PON7HORAp7)(DH*tePAlftife)KMBBan6fifi 

eAne n-aB flB lYAUIIY mi llfce B Cw 4 ww n et lire A C. M ilfe n 

fl 
fi 

14 fFSED QPBWROJCx'wiifta^Sr^DHaxtoifi'oi 

fi a&3\-- STONE BLAND (270) (Jcfti J Why» S fi 0 


-BS02 DESaiT MOUNTAIN R(D)(BF) (Easy Mb* Ptiip)NC*a»i 5 fi0-MrS[tere*S 
8TTO- MORE QASHTHAI1CASH (Kl) (CD) (FJSstosbry) Mb M tens* flfl XZ-J1 Bridgeater 
ia» GLANUEHN p4Q (Of (Rac Natal) K Morgan 7 D fi _Jt89nflh 


fi3» DAHAKSHAN (22) (1^ (Meted H Wfetfl Ifcs H KnBta B 11 0 

31-036 TAKEAMBU(42) (0 (Sherwood Om»CUi)0 &henood 5 fin - 
S0D-1 BBMARrTA(lT4)(CO)(GAffebfaaid)GHbbanlSfi7. 


Ofi&O MUHTADI (B) (D) (The G I G S fteteashrt Ms* H Krigti 6 fi 4 . 


— GD'adey 

-MRkhnk 

.JtPUcCoy 

_JlJbflMM 


-HJ u t iP Bon 

.PCMtianyV 


JJV0U UMtErt uwanuen ( tsf \pc) n r my; m » mu i u ^ I . 

«B3P SWY»=ORD PRfflE P6) (W) (QwBar Hcttigs Ljrrted) J Hattetr 6 h 2— A Thontal 

U1-F40 DUBUN TREASURE (47) fGea^Moor^JNwfe 6 HI .TOreeowba 

U6f55 PERSIAN SVA3RD (16) (Ffcnl Ftem ftetogj O MdOtai COO JMrCR«terer(7) 

wmo CABOCHON (22) (Jack Joseph J Joseph 11 fill CUauaflyn 

2-4604 PONIBO)RAp7)(D)|MrsPALftife)KMBBar>5fi» ASSniMiB 

5/P06 SrAnOFDKWJ(n)(C)PteSEn*reo^MraAEjmnsontt«9_MrSDuradl(5)B 

34462 MASTB1 DANCER {48) (0) (Ife C Dyson) Mss CDysomifi 8 NtaCDywm 

4ffc* l Qj^gQ eiBAt m m AiratedwtliaaiilM ivuc/TWl IIAMwifc 

2fi4fi TEXAS 


VJV«U « MW . — ■■ ■ 

{7)(ltesraDiir»as.Wft«SWkon)BBaugliflD4 — - GtoyLr ro 


J) ODrtscnl (7) 
J Gotdstata (7) 


tMrm weight TQa. Tnx tantoapweWt Stons feten tfftt rt& . 

BETTING: 11-4 Emasl MObo, 5-1 Green CrusadK M Baowpott, 7-1 Canto, M teyrfonl PtlM, 
10-1 Dufcfin Two, 12-1 Banytwn. Caboctna, 14-1 teas Sastebta. 16-1 tttetar Danwr, Em- 
peror Bock, 20-1 other* 

«7: Ha»«te Howard 7 fi 2 J F TWsy 56 Ws D Htert 10 «n 


S3- 564 MELTaDSON (20) (Ludry Swen ffebng CUi) M ftenmond 5 ID 1 Mr CBonrwr (3) 

02514- (jyBSM4hpf8)TO IManjuatadeUDCBiate) JRtzGeraBSfiO PCaritwiy 

-•daefetd- 

Mrerun welgtt fOsL True tantfcqp «igM: (Xeisman 9d J2 «l 

KTT9IG 7-4 Dteeri Ikutein, 4-1 Otenratn, 6-1 Bafcwrti. 7-1 MMwiteon, S-1 Mae OBb TbwEKfi, 
10-1 Mulfed. 13-1 Gtenmarln, Dankatian, 20-1 TUoaniBM 
D97: Mas DashBancaeii 7 ® 5 D Byrne 5-1 (Ms M Jawfi 71 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

PttJ Carberry was on Desert Moutitfn when Newie Cafegta^ Dveyear-old won at 
Vlfetherby ii October and agate feat Satuday, when fie vras second to Effectual an tfw 
seme course, bo it could be significant that Carberry is on OVBTSMAN here. AHhoidi 
Ovmman 'a Inexperienced, he does have more room tor i it prcw nc r n than mot of the 

othere. Carrytng orty a tow wteghL he coiSd be the one tor tMa ^Mn Me trainark knack 
of getting ora ready teter a toy-eft BghthntheLataokeiDeaartMarnanhesthetytel- 
Ity to ffve away the weigtH eapectaly wkh so many of these short of recent action More 
Dfeah Thancash was hming Ms second outing «J getting 23»> when he beM Glameerin 
fair fengthe it tost yrarb race but sttosequerti easy wins itf Windsor end Doncaster sent 
him flying up the harricap and hes ffvtng Gtenmarin 2to today. Betaarfia was f?t from 
the Haa when rumerup on her feet start last season and again when she vron on her 
reappearance ihte time round, but the booMng of Tony McCoy fa a htot that she may be 
ready. Selection: OVER3MAN 


Wincanton 


HYPERION 

1.40 Oh Donna 2.10 MUtefstord 2.40 Ever 
Blessed aiO^WberHie Nbber 3-40 Line Of Con- 
quest 4.10 FANTUS (nap) 4.40 Kinsford Rose 


GOING.- Good 

■RJHta-hand. geBoplng course. Run-in « zooyos. 

recourse o NEoftown on S308t Templeooirte Baatonjwrvtoe 

SonSndteL WateitoO) 4m. ADMISSION: Members C12S0 (Ar- 

cars to course) Cl (Under- fis free aS encloaures). CAR PARK. 

•LBUMNQ TRAINSIS: M Pipe 35-M2 (ZAfi^J. P 2 ^ 13B 

1213%}. J GiBord &70 {214%). R 

•leading jockey® h Dwawody 25-reffVYW, 1^““^ 

7-2B (25Pb), N Wfiffiamson 7-67 (tWfc), P Hotiey 7-89 (79%). 

(440) • 


1 aiiiae A mares 2m 


E 3JF. 

‘NH’ NOVICES' Hunuuc (CLASS E) 

£ 3 fo 00 added Allies & mares 2 m St 

■O 0H OOHNA &Bl P) (HE) N Handersoi 6 TI 3Jt 
oo ALBERTWA (23) EL James e file 

w ZmS 

FOflE8rMOSSJNUfcis9«fi 

MS. HACK OH m P ™*»**?SZ % M 

IF H0CAHTB1 (44) P ® £%S5 

2P HOT K SAUCY (2NJ 6 * 'irjTvfc MtertMil d 

o now KXggnr j gs) c ~ Tpffefer 

* ^ESLANBfp32)Ka5f8«« 

.isdtdvsd-* 

tLflih 


PREMIER^ ‘NH’ AUCTION NOVICE HUR- 
£■40] DLE (CLASS B) £17^00 added 2m fif 

4-TQO KWG OF THE DAWN (27) N MtheS 7 h 2 HWBnm 

-34040 BWARPIBT.H4) Gfett fiJ h 1 — j-- 

60-IP POLO RDGE (48) PD)OSh8rwootl6TT 1 --.JAMrtlarttjr 
2063 EVER8LESSB1 (2^ (Bf) Ma J P»rran6~oa -HO atwuody 
00-122 SKUJWSE(t3) TEaslartyS 13 9 RTlwrrtae 

B0FP (TSN0T3lgtE{2fiHP«36fi7 ^ 

IfiSF HaOOY MAB (3) (BF) N HarriraBi 6 fi 7 . Jl A F2tiaw*ld 

-triaond- 

BETT1NG: 64Ev»BlaBaed.»ASM fcfee. lOfrSO MteO dT Ute d.1 0- 1Klng 
Of The Dawn. 14-1 Wo Moo, 20-1 Bawmfia; IBM Btoratteopte 

RACING IN WESSEX CHASE (CLASS 
).IV| B) £10,500 added 2m 5f 

1 mf C0ULT0N TO (CO) OStaworiti gO — J 

2 -RB33 DNTONBOCKS(1^(^fcWfc9120- TJ *£2S 

3 -C1F4 GBOtam NUT(Z0)(C)(BF) Hfefetfl We* 

4 IFFAB JSSB& TT« WBBBt 0 " 

5 -aUgB.WXrSPBMBSE (14) ( O ty. C fof3iam 7 P r^MfOMtfhte 

aEnjNtta-J.WerTteiaibaLMliMDnRoclB.MCtatai.'Macimd 

Nut, 33-1 Koote Promise 

GILLINGHAM HANDICAP HURDLE 
3.40 (CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 


__c _ 

JtaeaieV 

? SS BSB 55 »*feS 5 ?^sirfBBBBS 

i . ^ SOMERSET fiVS*L (CLASS 

j 4>1 0 j H) £ 1,500 added 3 m if 110 yds 

3 ^-l THeBQUNOSUltDCLTizaalBgS feJItiaari® 

— 3 CWOClfBu — 

BETTING: M Hum. iVIOTha Bounder; T4-1 Pfefs Brafwr 

WINCANTON STANDARD OPEN 

4.40] CLAIMING NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 

’ — £1,500 added 2m 

OUETFORONENUataecO _jarTMfctw« 


.jsaasasiSffl 

|WV0l|S«AWtid8fi«---rj'-- WMffte* 

‘^'n’jiliuiL 7-2 ffigl BUdt lH 

tiaterafted, M W 

tKW IB-1 Steal Mon. 25-10^ 


n. cOMBIANCHE CUP p&) A^rwa5 h 6.— 

nySiaJAftttoaitfl 

KWSFORD ROSE U Pg65H _S_--— 
HAtac BRffiZE B R *iwi 5 H 5. 

GURU ROiPOCHE R Rtfil 6 H - 
jUBIEtUGHlUDl R BctfaB 11 3 
«yi0|AN JOStea51l2 
OORRAHPMthoteAlJS 



*0 ^SOF^eSOUm w Bpe Ha anS fl 

■^sgagasaag" 8 ^ 


Lingfield (AW) 


3.00 


HYPERION 

2.00 Don’t Drop Bombs 2J0 Vbunlco 3^)0 Half 
Tone 3^0 Ruth’s Gamble 4.00 Fearless 430 
Genius 


GOMfeStow 

STALLS: 9t & tn - outatde; res* - Wda 
DRAW ADVAMTAGE: Low best over Sf &6t 
mEretirack surface; teft-hanct sharp undufating tana 
toCouriaeSE of town on B202aLtontierd station (rervadbyLon- 
cfca Victoria) aofoins course: ADMSSION: MemberafftorSy Erv 
doeue EKKaccotnpenied under- fia free) CAR AARK: CU> £3: 

rsmaindarfree. 

fiLEADWGTRAUeiS: GLMoore77-B03 (OH* H JOhreton a-®3 
(04, Lord Huntingdon 3MD4 (Bl%)T J Nau^tao 2S-S63 (t1S%) 
•LIADMG JOCKEYS: A Cteric 60638 (Ofi%), D Hotiand 41-2D1 
BDA%\ J OofRR 33-SS <54%i W Ryan 28-167 (SOK) 
OFAVOURTTBS: 892-2080 (331%). 

BLINKERS) FAST TIME: Alpine Music (visored) (3fiQL Dou- 
ble-&4-B-A (visored) P30). JatP Dancer (A3C9. 


CASANOVA HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 5f 

1 253232 HAlFTOf«{tt)(CP)Rft**6DO XMobJB 

2 43300 flNOTlHTBJOCHfKRTH(1fi)|p|EW*eterB9tLADtiyC96B 

3 35960 7HE «ST7n/7E BOTH (CO) Karififl 9 l)-~J)Hcla«i 4 

4 0321-s jusTDEsneaintci^RvmtBiareaeDMnMriCaoteia 

5 06300 PiaNG«(FR)t1B)J&fcfcB593 GBanteafl7 

6 64440 IVORY'S GRAB HnE(7)(CD) KhcrySBI A dart 9 0 

7 D3&2 MBS BAHAMAS (31) TB93B7 NCatflria2 

S 80-S4 ■ffS01«S{U)<D|Pft&»5«8 BafeSfcaoBlO 

9 00062 RISE'NSWCP) CCyfflr485 JTRtancfil 

tj 06604 EWUANDJOCStfr) G&awy4 82— ..AUcCwfty (5)8V 
-lOttectemd- 

BErnHG: 76 tteU feiM. 4-1 JuH Dfatefen, S-1 Mae N Bbtoo, M tmp 
bpreaa, 3-lThe httOiite Bon hm/aOabl»», 10-1 SyhmDeMet 
Mbs Baiwnea, 12-1 Another Btfctreortli, 16-1 PMn Gsz 


3.30 


2.00 


6402D 
00-122 ENGUSH 


RED ROSE AMATEUR RIDERS H’CAP 
(CLASS E) £3,750 added 1m 51 

JBhdgarBlf 7 MrDJ«tHP)I4 


JULIET SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS 
G) £2,500 added 2m 
OIBQ-1 taMANDSOfe CHARM (5) (C)I*bB Sandra 5 «2 (Bb) 

JtCfarttaV 

0304 COASTGUARDS HBW (7^ (QM Usher 5 95 -JManhafll 
005-55 STAR WfTTESS (5) A NMConbe 6 9 3 MBfartp)3 


(14)(C0)(BF)CDeryer7fit). 

HrVU4nUiR4 


O0E63 nmfS GAMBLE (E) MraL Jwwtifi93 — Dm0YWI4V 

00606 ALPWE MUSK (19) J Uted 4 91 S!Qghton(7)BV 

OQto- D0UBL&E+B-A (Til) D Ccsgore 4 9 0 GCtettc5V 

00306 OSCAR ROSE (1^ UBcter 58 T) MHany(397 

- - .GBnteaie 


3 00080 SOUKESOCCASK3NftdpRQrts5t)OJ4rMlfaw05B 

4 0-1325 B0NQUBTm(C)lteBSinta4fiSJC(iLShtMana 

5 20661 PHE0SOPMC(12)(CO)»feLJtewl4fiB 

JJrBdsprByrae(a)9 

6 10603 PALISANDER (S) (C| 8 Don 4 X) 7 MrRGuaat(5}12 

7 05005- OUR MAIN MAN (J43) R VihtteBr B 10 6 — jeNKant(7)8 

8 5006 STRfflIG CHOICE (’H) J MJhs 6 B 2 Mr K R ORyw (fi 13 

9 *458 NOSEY H«hSf13)Jftace5 9 0 JNmLtarceS 

fi MZZ2 00NTDKVB0aBS(fi(C)RUcGhin991l 

Mfaa J Fetidwi HI V 

11 «05B AOUWn(9|JSM»e499 MttSMm&ll 

12 04060 SHA8>D^U2fiMUtogMC*493 — MaJHoM(fi2 

O 06305 ROYALCtiCUS(2fi(C0)PHatt99a — MrJCmufey (1)1 
H 0000-6 $ARUN(t4)(C)JLoneeg3 MrTVfataa (7)7 

nuelartHoap wgttr Step Oaad tor 2b Boy- 
te Ctaa Sri lb Sanxn Be gfc. 

BETTW& 5-T Sbong Chotce, 1 W PHowphte, 6-1 Dent Drop Boaba, 
7-1 Bern Quest, Norey Nfeva, 0-1 Sqabefa Occaakn, 10-1 Eagtfah fe- 
reta IM Rnyte Cbca^QgpfeL 14-1 PWbanta Our Mote Man, Aqoe- 
vt feae-iotiM 

SAY IT WITH ROSES MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added Im 4f 


6 00600 TO«H(S)JBndger6B9, 

9 03406- COOffTI (1C) P Hett 4 B 8 -. 

-9dactend- 

BErnWfeMCratoprentaitero. 0-1 n ete —te a na Charw. 4-1 Star fife 


._-_Daan UcKoown 6 B 


M*a,6-i Oacar ftoa% 7-1 AfataaMuald 10-1 Po uhte C I n A .RBaaGaa- 
Me, 12-1 CochM,20-1 Tboria 


4.00 


ROMEO MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3,000 added 
3YOfUHes7f 

1 ARSHAGE D Monte 8 11 JtentOHdiS 

2 D53- CHW«OT9P£UlBr8n AMcC»toy(fi 1 

3 2 FEAJBJESS (10) &M PreBCOttBIt GDMM4 

4 0052 fCVBK0LFPHMCESS(3fi^S)TJfe^ton61l-DHriferi2 

5 <3-333 PEAKY QUffit (fi GBrawry 811 8WbkMHlb5 


BETTTMQ: 4-7 r t ertw . 1 1-4 HevwgotiPilacw, 7-1 PtortyOuBm. 13-1 
CtaRin, 16-1 Abs Image 


4.30 


2.30 


0! HANK (4BS)G LlkkH 48 V. 


1 
2 
S 

4 

5 

6 

7 66600- AiUWYCH ARROW (M2)_MM 363 

9 

« 


00400 ISSTOOSYD*CY(24) UPo9B**9B 
2-4384 WNBWO(USA)(fiDCoagoe4Bfi-R 

SinSS VALLEY LAD N BtotiagB49B 

2- NAUBUCCA(328)MbJCbc1495 

icsanuNCE 8an*i< as 


69 NB8YtM(ER(USA)(7}PC*399. 
M3 Y0UKC0(lfi(BF)MJctresx383. 


JlWgtemS 
OYfaBSB 
-- CTJ7 
-TSpofeS 
W Ryan 2 

.JSMGfctO 
Ji Fattens 
..CFbAer* 


._ ....... v _ .~~J rfaiAy 6 

40- CHAMBJ (197) Us L S*ta 3 7 fi. ^McC*riby(fi1 

-TOdedartti- 

BETTW& Ml Nantaca.52 Nm’tofter. 74fcmto, W Aktaych 
Amm, 2M I See Ybu Sfijney, 2&-1 Hwtk, 33-t ettea 


SEALED WITH A LOVING KISS IfCAP 
(CLASS E) £3,750 added 3YO Im 

CD-IS lEANSBUBMESSnP^JHatatFBOgta) -- 

TSttfaD P)T B 

ODW? fie*USf5)Sa»98. P 2398(7)2 

0064 MASTB)CASTBI(fi DLodBr94 

0045- BflOfllMGiB4LJrtHaftfldon9T_~ 

05®- LAURSfS LAD (84) G Lems 9 1 

MO ROGHTROSSpl) RTtoearSI 

056 B0WB8LS(H)CVWB9. 


turn 

JIHnfaoell 

-0Danby(7)5 

Drone 10 
_NCarifafal2 
JtCfeks 


COCO- PORTtfiJY BUOY (7fi U hfaynss-8a,. 

20056 SFfSR0SE(t^KQnii^«ir>aDHnBBJDwilleKB0HD4 

00060 «1XID DANCER (t2)JAmcUB 4 J(Uat3B 

□ 00 - HBRES50FlEKIH(134UUnrB3 JM«M7 

□000 WGMANDU)RD(2fiiifFWhnlcnGDdfay7fi_Ft(artDa3 

-12 (teetered - 

ihmneeigntarnb Him lmicap ae lgtt a.Htif t a il LomMSb. 
BETTM& M Nuer Casta; 7-2 Haefe Buafeeaa^ 5-1 Brantae. M 
Jcte Dnesc 7'T OaBts, M So*Sb9^ 12-t lamfa ui Roger Rites. 
14-1 Spree Rose, 20-1 otters 


advise him not to go if the go- 
ing was soft,** Richards said “If 
foe ground was good he’d prob- 
ably persuade me to run him. 

“I don’t think the trip will 
bother him because he’s got a 
bit of foot afl right. But two and 


a half miles is bis trip. What 
really got in mind for him b the 
Melting Chase at Liverpool 

SSkssSSsk 

Se&aasiasE 


Fallon defended 
over ‘cheat’ claims 


THE jockey Kieren Fallon, 
branded a “cheat” over his rid- 
ing of Top Cees, was yesterday 
defended in the High Court. 
The fonner jockey Adrian Max- 
well, gi ving evidence on Fallon’s 
performance on Tbp Cees dur- 
ing meetings at Newmarket 
and Chester, told a jury that Fal- 
lon could not be blamed for the 
horse’s poor performance at the 
earlier meeting and bad ridden 
a copybook, race at Chester. 

The bearing continued in 
London of the action brought 
by Fallon and Lynda and Jack 
Ramsden over an article in The 
Sporting Life in May 1995 that 
accused them of “cheating" 
their way to victory in the 
Chester Cup three weeks after 
Tbp Cees’ defeat at Newmarket. 

The article described the 
win as “seedy and deeply un- 
popular'’ and alleged that Fal- 
lon had tenderly handled the 
horse at Newmarket to im- 
prove the odds on Top Cees at 
Chester. The Sporting Life's 
publishers. Mirror Group Ncv.s- 
pnpers, deity libel, claiming the 
article, headlined “Contempt 
for the Punter” was justified and 
fair comment on a matter of 
public interest 


During cross-examination 
by Mr Richard Hartley, QC. for 
Mirror Group Newspapers, 
Maxwell agreed that the gfltiop 
in the Swaffham Handicap at 
Newmarket was a strong one. 

“Jt was very fast" he said. 
Two furlongs out Alton had 
“come off the bridle” fa a bid 
to spur the horse. It was im- 
possible to tell how much a 
mount had left in its lank, and 
the jockey had to give the horse 
a chance to respond. He bad 
tried to find a gap but failed. 

Tbp Cees, Maxwell said, had 
run well but had nowhere to go. 
The horse, who came fifth, had 
been unlucky in running. When 
it was suggested that Fallon had 
used his whip too late. Maxwell 
said the use of the whip was a 
last resort 

Maxwell also denied a sug- 
gestion that Top Cees had ap- 
peared unbalanced. He left the 
witness box to indicate, on a 
video recording of the race, the 
point where Fallon had sought 
to make a breakthrough. “You 
can see from the video that Mr 
Fallon was looking for gaps, but 
there were none," he told the 
jury. 

The case continues today. 


French Holly in Festival trial 


CHAMPION HURDLE pos- 
sible French Holly runs at 
Huntingdon today despite fears 
over the relatively fast ground 
Ferdy Murphy, his trainer, said 
“He is really ready for a run and 
obviously we’d be happier if the 
ground was softer, but I had 
someone walk the course and 
they assured me it was safe. 
They have moved the bends on 
the hurdles course." 


Results 


ASCOT 

1J3te 1. PCAUNGS (L Cumins) 4-1 lav; 
a 10(11100111 5-1; a Dffean tt-i; 4. 
Deymtar u-l 16 ran. Vs rk. (Q Ftobfaari. 
Woocfcridoaji IbfcK M50; £WQ Clfift ElBU 
C2.rn DF: case. CSF; E2105. Tncasr. 
£17862. Trio: Ci53a 

ZJOQt 1. CHAMPLEVE (A P McCoy) 13-8 
tav; 2. Oaosy Lad 2-1; a AatareB Boy M. 
4 ran. 9h, a <M flpe. VMtoglonV Tbte: £24Q 
DF: £280. CSF: £434. 

2Jtfc 1.GYSAHT IAP McCoy) Evans Ur, 
Z Three Fartlxingn 7-2; X Treasure Again 
20-1 6 ran. a (M Pipe, Wtafington^TbtB: 

tnso; cwo, nsa dr casa csf: mss. 

345: 1. ONE MAN (A Dobbin) 7-4; 2. 
Strang Promise 5-4 tnv; 3. Sonor B Be- 
irut!! txy&l 3 ran. 5, e. (G RJcftanto. 
Greyrtoto) fete: C23Q DF: El5a CSF: E17a 
a35c1.rte.TOISEACH(ADcbbin) n-4; 
2IWihra2XK&tiian925in.aS 
tafStiong Chairman (4th). 29, dfaL (J Fan- 
etwrwe. Newmartei) TbtK C3J0; CLTO E2fiG 
□F: CfeSQ CSF: CWl NR: FUcteig The Ffads. 

4Jfafc 1.QREY SHOT |p Dunwoody) 8-11 
fav; 2. King Kata 12-1 ; 3. Dawn Leader 9-4 

9 ran. Hd, 7 (1 Btortng. Krgsdere). Tots: 
. £17Dt £W £17Q £130 DF; £B6Q CSF: C05a 
Trto:£a70 

1. INDIAN SPRB4G (AP MCM 5-4 
tear, i StreOT DungMinon 50-1; 3. (Gog’s 
Road 33-124 ren.V/t. 3 Vi (M ftpR VHoteig- 
tan)felK C250E £130 menrsaa DF: E7S3U 
CSF: CC301TMO; £78630 NR: Sntt. 
JfaEfcpot £30970 
Ptere po f tftnm, Q —rt p ute EiBflO 
Piece •: £9280 Place C: £2(21 

LUDLOW 

l^ftl. ROYAL THEN (R Johnson) 12-1; 
Z. bnpato 4-1 (t 1W; & RaMrefa Ffia* 8-1; 
4. Bafera 4-1 ]tta 20 ran. zk. 'k. (J NreAs. 
Newport). TM* EJBO; £170, £180 
£280 OF: £33.40. CSF: ESaoa Tncasc 
£40250 Trio: £11880 
ilO: 1. HAND WOVai {C Maude) 4-1; 

2. Lancastrian J«l3-1:3.Bay&iB Star 7-4 

fat T2 ran. 4 hd. (N litestoo-DBrie^ CheL 

tartiun). feta: £980; £170 £180 £180 OF: 

£7SO CSFrfiBSi Trio: £830 

240: 1. SPflMG GRASS (TDascoRfia) 
*■1 ; 2. Qutaaquay 9-2; 3. Ifiss Roberto 
7-1 10 ran. 3-1 fa* Cool Spring. V«, IQ (B 
Ryafi-lbfe: £2280; £S9Q ElSQ £280 DP; 
£san CSF: E7BSGL Thcast £51240 Tho: 
£5730 Nt FMBH 

3.1& 1. MR STRONG GALE (A Ttan- 
tan) 34 taw; 2. Even Bh» 9-1; a Jaeon'fa 
Boy n-2 . 7 ran. Vh a p Mchois, Sta>- 
ton Maid), feta: E2flft Ctfig ra pp Dr- 
£030 CSF: £1230 

245: 1, SERENraPITY (J Lower) 5-1; a. 
Champagne Mend 50-1 : 3. Scams H< 
I8ran.32far ShaipTfenper ftnudadownl 
Hd, 3'h (M Pipe, VAMngfon) fetK £700; 
C2-301 £7330 not DF: £29270 Cff 
£25751 Trio: EaRftRp 


still have an open mind 
about Cheltenham . He steps up 
in trip but it’s a small field and 
I would imagine they won't go 
a good gallop so it will ride more 
like a two-mile race, near 
enough a Champion Hurdle- 
type trial. We are desperate to 
get a mn into French Holly as 
he is very fresh. And. if we gel 
beat, we gel beat. But I would 
still be disappointed.” 


4.15:1. BUSMAN (A* D SJonea) 52 tar. 
2. Highway Ffve 25-1; 3. Mounttrenty Star 
18-1 12 ran. 8 7«- (Keith R Pearce. Car- 
maritaiLfeta: E«0; £150 CBSOl £50Q DF: 
E85J0. CSF: £6598. Tiro: Not woa 

«48C 1. KAlLSTCffiM (R Jotacn) «fi far 
a Beefy Now 5-1 ; 3. Whfattng RidUa 33-1 
18 rati. 3'A, I’/i (D Mchoborc Temple Gu- 
tng) fete: £140; £m C48Q OF: C480 

CSF: JX5Q Trio: £4170 
Ptoeopcto E7B.1CI Qtredpol: £3780 
Ptetre 8: £9881 Ptaco 5: £4457 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

180: 1. BATHE IN LIGHT |D Harrison) 
1-2far.2. Yaverland 18-1 ; a IHMe «■! 
9 ran. 1 ia (Lord Hunterdon) fetK £140: 
£18a C38Q £410. DF: C77Q C SF-. 02B Trio: 
ESSO 

220: 1. ITALIAN SYMPHONY {A Mc- 
Carthy) 3-1 jtfar; 2. Theatre Magic 6-1; 3. 
F ea Bier wune Lane 13-2 8 ran. 3-1 ^ fay 
Ute Beet. N K 5 iL (P Evans), fete: £130: 
£iaa £280, £200 DF: £WD CS= £208t 
ZJSO: 1. GODUERSHAM PARK (G 
Parian) 8-4; 2. Queen‘e Pageant 100-30; 3. 
Pfan For Praia 11-6 6 ran. Nk, 5. (P FB- 
Sate) Tote: £280: £150 £130 DF: £U9Q 
CSF:£tt» 

Z3St 1. MONTECfUSTO (A McCarthy) 
5-4 fav; 2. Suga Hawk Tt-2: X BMte’a Boy 
8-1 7 ran. 17*. Vi. (R Gumi fete: £280, 
£140 £370 DF; EfiBO CSF: £754 

SS6: 1. S84G FOR HE (A McCarthy) *-1 : 
2. Risky VIIMaky 9-1 ; 3 Rockawfan 54 few. 
12 ran. % TV. (R HoErgh ea d) fete: £2070, 
050 £2*1 £150 DF: £9470 CSF: £14886 
THo: 0(750 

ASS: 1. AMBER REGENT (C Lowtiw) 
f)-1 ; 2. Pm fet 13-8 far, 3 Colon el Cutter 
C-3 7 tm 3 3 (P Hasten), fete: £TL80; 
£690 £1X1 DF; £3X1 CSF: £2534 
Ptacepot £2380 Ouedpoe CS40 
Pteee fc E25SL Place B: £1770 
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30/WINTER OLYMPICS 


Culture 


clash on 


Image problem 
dictates banning 
of marijuana 


By jereniy Lau ranee 

Health Editor 




the 


Mite Rowbottom 

reports from Nagano 


WHETHER or not Ross 
Rebagliati’s status as snow- 
boarding's first Olympic cham- 
pion has gone up in a puff of 
smoke, many observers feel the 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee has only itself to blame 
following the Canadian’s posi- 
tive test for marijuana. 

The Olympic movement has 
hastened to welcome a sport 
with a widely acknowledged 
reputation for recreational 
drug-taking, and the reaction 
from those who are familiar with 
the snowboarding ethos: what 
did you expect? 

Rebagliati was due to learn 
early today if he was to become 
the first Canadian to be stripped 
of an Olympic gold medal since 
Ben Johnson in 1988. 

The Court of Arbitration for 
Sports has been deliberating on 
whether the 22-year-old from 
Whistler, near Vancouver, 
should prevail in his appeal to 
remain as gold medallist. 
Francois Carrard, the director 
general of the IOC, reported a 
finding of 17.8 nanograms per 
millilitre of metabolised mari- 
juana in the sample Rebagliati 
gave after Sunday’s slalom final 
- above the limit of IS 
nanograms set by the interna- 
tional federation, the FIS. 

Carrard flatly denied, how- 
ever, that (he case was similar 
to that of Johnson - even 
though a gold medal was in 
question - saying it had not been 
an easy decision to take. 

The IOC voting reflected 
that. The medical board was 
only 13-12 in favour of recom- 
mending a sanction to the IOC 
executive board, which upheld 
the decision 3-2 with two ab- 
stentions. 


Canada’s chef de- mission, 
Carol Anne Letheren* who had 
to ask Ben Johnson to return his 
Olympic' 100 metres medal at 
the Seoul Olympics 10 years ago 
following a positive steroid 
fin d in gs said Rebagliati was 
devastated, by the announce- 
ment and stressed that the drug 
had not been performance- 
enhancing. 

“There is no doubt a soda! 
issue . surrounding this," 
Lethereo said. “Could or 
should the IOC be a social po- 
lice force?” 

She read a statement from' 
Rebagliati in which he denied 
using marijuana since April 
last year, and maintained that 
he may have been a victim of 
passive smoking during a going- 
away party held in his honour 
on 31 January. 

Letheren added: “Ross says 
he lives in an environment in 
which he is exposed to mari- 
juana-’' 

The statement caused a cer- 
tain amount of guffawing 
among the. attendant press. 

What caused a degree of 
mystification, however, was a 
subsequent statement from the 
Canadian Olympic Association 
that Rebagliati bad shown small 
traces of marijuana in rests tak- 
en in September and December, 
even though both results had 
been too negligible to show up 
as positive. 

The ethos of snowboarding 
has evolved directly out of the 
longer established sport whence 
it sprang - surfing. 

The man credited with start- 
ing snowboardiDg in 1965. 
Sherman Poppen, came up 
with the idea to enable his 
children to “surf” over the 
snow near their home in Michi- 
gan. He screwed together a pair 
of skis, which took on the name 
of a Snurfer. 






mm*- 
















■ ■ 


Ca n ada ’ s Ross Rebagliati outpaces the opposition in the slalom on Sunday and (below) 
tries to keep a. step ahead of the press yesterday Photographs; AP and Reuters 


As snowboarding has grown 
in popularity it has mirrored 
surfing in its expression of in 
dividuaiism, and its undertones 
of recreational drug use. 

The latter, unsurprisingly, is 
not explicitly referred to by 
any of those who have come to 
compete in these Winter 
Olympics. But their biograph 
ical details say much about the 
sport’s zdfgeist. 

Most of the competitors are 
under 25, with some as young 
as 18. Surfing and skateboard- 
ing feature heavily among list- 
ed hobbies, as do mountain 
biking, interacting, playing 
video games and sky diving. 

Bertrand ‘Denervaud, of 
Switzerland, known in snow- 
boarding circles as Berti, de- 
clares: “A perfect day for me is 
surfing in the morning and 


playing golf with my friends in 
the afternoon. 

This is a sport full of nick 
names - “Joker”. “Fuzzy”, 
“Babs”, “The Terminator”. Mu- 
sical tastes are for punk, hip-bop, 
and Reggae funk. This is Gen- 
eration X- and no one owns up 
to anything remotely uncool. 

The quintessential snow- 
boarding activity - an extend- 
ed sequence of flips, twists and 
turns in a U-shaped channel of 
snow known as the half-pipe - 
takes place at Kan bay as hi 
Snowboard Park today. 

Since 1990, the number of 
snowboarders in the United 
States has grown to an esti- 
mated 42> million, making it the 
fastest growing sport in that 
country. That kind of popular- 
ity, which is reflected also in 
Europe, guarantees television 


ratings and has proved an irre- 
sistible lure to the IOC. 


If anyone says the 


Olympics isn’t about ratings, 
they’re lying," said Todd 
Richards, one of the US snow 
boarders here. 

Richards’ is one of many 


snowboarders who have ex 


pressed grave reservations 
about a sport whose whole 
essence is alternative becoming' 
subsumed . into the Olympic 
movement. That has always 
been the domain of the skiers 
who have spent the last 10 to 15 
years vainly shaking their fists 
at the raggedy upstarts invad- 
ing their slopes. 

There are still a number of 
European venues where sncrw- 
boarders are not welcome; in- 
deed, they are still officially 
banned from the very slopes on 
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which they are contesting the 
Olympics. 

The man commonly ac- 
knowledged as the world's fore- 
most snowboarder, the 
23-year-old Norwegian leije 
Haakonsen (aka “Legend") 
boycotted the Winter Olympics 


in protest at the nature of tiie 
TOC “There is a lot about 
these Games that is not my cup 
of tea," he told an Oslo paper. 

And there are many who re-, 
gard the latest embarrassug.in- 
ddenL as little more than a 
predictable storm in a teacup. 


MARIJUANA is a prohibited 
drag in Olympic sport because 
it conveys tfaewroug image- 001 
because it is performance 

enhancing. . ' . A 

It is highly unlikely that 

Ross* Rebagliati would have 
smoked a joint to boost his 
.snowboarding drills. The phar- 
macological effects of fh® drug, 
set out in the British Medical 
Association’s report on can- 
nabis last year, include “distor- 
tion of space and time sense” - 
not an obvious advantage when 
hurtling down a couloir. 

Much more likely, if he 
smoked it at all ^he claims the 
last occasion was 10 months agp 
in April 1997), be did so for re- 
laxation. Many athletes prefer 

it as a way of winding dawn to 
alcohol, which leaves perfor- 
■ makin g after-effects. 

However, as a recreational 
drug, marijuana has an image 
problem. The International 
Olympic Committee had been 
concerned about the mknse of 
the drug in the Olympic village 
and warned that it would tost for 
mari juana in Atlanta in 1996. lt 
was worried that reports pf the 
world’s greatest athletes shar- 
ing a joint in the evenings would 
send the wrong message to the 
■ millions of young fans for whom 
they serve as role models.-. - •. 

The problem with the IGCs 
position is that it does not al- 
low any leeway for marijuana 
absotbed through passive smok- 
ing. The International Ski Fed- 
eration, - anticipating the 
. defence that Rebagliati has put 
forward (that he had been 
han ging around -in the wrong 
company), allows abloodleyel 
ofl5nanogramsperlitipmtest- 
mg,Rabgtiati was just over that ' 
limt at 17.8.nanograms. "• 

Michele Verraken, the head 
of the drug testing programme 
for the UK Sports Council, 
said: **Tb get above 15 nano- 
grams just by sitting in a room 
and absorbing it passively, yon 
would have to be wearing pro- 
tective goggles. You are talking - 
very thick smoke.” ■ 
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Hair-raising monsters don't have to be ugly. 
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til wind blows Harada 
a nd a nation no good 


Winter Olympics 


Mike Rowbottom 

reports from Hakuba 


GOLD, glory and redemption 

beckoned to Masahiko Harada 
here yesterday -then left him 

wim nothing but a wounded 
srofle. 

In a ghastly re-run of histo- 

ry^tbe ski jumper whose fal- 
tering final effort lost Japan the 
1994 Olympic team gold let the 
individual tide slip away on 

the last jump of the competition. 
. . As he stood at the top of the 
, 90-metre hill, the 29-year-old 
- world champion needed only to 
get within four metres of the 
,903m with which he had led the 
rankings in the first of the two 
specified jumps. 


A rapt crowd of 40,000. 
packed around the base of the 
lump, had just seen the Finnish 
competitor Jani Soininen move 
into the gold medal position, 
one point ahead of a glamorous 
Japanese heart throb, the new- 
comer Kazuyoshi Funaki. 

And now the brilliant, sunlit 
wonwg was coming to iisdimax. 
A thousand sirens sounded; a 
thousand Rising Sun flags waved, 

as if in a gale. Japan’s Down 
“ Prince who had seen the speed 
skater Hrroyasu Shimizu earn the 
hosts first gold the previous 
day. leaned forward in his scat 
as a nation's hopes soared - and 
fell short. 843 metres. Fifth 
place. Gold to the- Finn 

It was an inestimably bitter 
moment for the man who — by 
a mocking irony - comes from 


Sapporo, where Japanese 
jumpers so famously captured 
gold, silver and bronze in the 
1972 Winter Olympics. 

Before Harada had come to 
a standstill, Soininen had begun 
to leap up and down in the re- 
alisation that be had followed in 
the glorious jumping tradition of 
Maui Nykanen, who won three 
golds and a silver in the 1980s. 

Soininen would be well ad- 
vised to cease following Nyka- 
□en's example at this point, as 
the latter, with three broken mar- 
riages behind him, has recently 
been reduced to working as a 
stripper for women's parties. 

As Harada removed his hel- 
met, he appeared to be grinning 
- although he might simply 
have been screwing up bis face 
as he stared into the sun. 
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Curlers in crunch match for play-off place 


GREAT BRITAIN’S women 
curiers face a crucial match 
against Germany today with a 

ptoy-off place the prize after they 
defeated the United States, 8-5, 
yesterday but were then beaten, 
8-3, by the pre-tournament 
farourites Canada.^ That left them 
joint third, level with Denmark 
after three wins in five matches. 

The men, tho ugh, lost to the 
world champions, Sweden, 7-5, 
which leaves them struggling to 
qualify for the last four and a 
medaL They started with a win 


over Norway but lost to Canada, 
Switzerland and now to Sweden. 

The biathletes Michael 
Dixon and Mark Gee started 
their Olympics with a tough 
20km race. Dixon finished 33rd 
from a field of 75 and Gee 68th. 

Great Britain’s downhill 
duo, Graham Bell and Andrew 
Freshwater, will finally get'their 
chance to race today. The 
downhill has been postponed 
since Monday but the weather 
conditions have improved 
dramatically, so the two will be 


ready at Hakuba for the sian. 

Nicky Gooch, who won a 
speed skating bronze medal at 
lie last Winter Olympics, was 
due to resume tr aining yester- 
day after being forced to lake 
the weekend off in order to 
recover from a chest infection. 

Gooch has been suffering 
with a cold since arriving in 
Nagano nine days ago. “It is a 
case of taking the foot off the 
accelerator to allow him time to 
recover,” said Gooch’s coach. 
Alan Luke, yesterday. 


“I am sorry,” he said after- 
wards. What more could he say? 

The drama of the occasion 
had been heightened by a deci- 
sion to hold Soininen back for 
more than two minutes during 
what the judges - who included 
Japan’s gold medallist horn 1972, 
YukioKasaya- deemed to be un- 
fairly advantageous head winds. 

Soininen expressed his dis- 
satisfaction with the delay af- 
terwards. “These are the 
Olympic Games and I think that 
is not fair,” he said. 

An organiser said it had 
been decided that no competi- 
tion should continue if winds 
rose above two metres per sec- 
ond, and the reading when Soi- 
ninen first came to jump was 
four metres per second. 

But the Finnish coach, Mat- 
ti Pulli, said he had never seen 
such a delay for so slight a wind. 
“Maybe the delay ruined the 
chances of Harada,” he added. 
“On his second jump, the con- 
ditions were even worse." 

Asked if he knew what he 
had needed to do on his second 
jump, Harada replied wistfully: 
“I knew if I made the 90 metres 
line 1 would make everyone 
happy...” 

He has two chances to re- 
deem himself - the team com- 
petition, and the second 
individual event on the larger, 
120-metre hill. If ever a man 
needs a change of luck, it is 
Masahiko Harada. 
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Japan’s Masahiko Harada makes his first leap yesterday. His 
second brought disappointment Photograph: AP 


Ivanisevic and Kafelnikov not suited to change of scenery 


Tennis 


John Roberts 

reports from Dubai 

Good players might not become 
bad players overnight, but 
strange form fluctuations do 
seem to take place when they 
are sleeping, or at least trying 
to sleep, -while in transit from 
one tournament to another. 

There are times when last 
weekfa- wooers ^becotpe-.-tiiis '-4JKp^ched, 6-2, 6-1 . by the Mo-, 
wee^sno-hopere. - ^^sroecanHK .... . 


The $lm (£666,000) Dubai 
Duty Free* Open has suffered 
more than its share of weary ex- 
amples in recent days. Goran 
Ivanisevic, who frustrated 
Britain’s Greg Rusedski in Sun- 
day's final of the Croatian 
Open, was added to the list of 
first-round losers here yester- 
day, beaten. 6-3, 6-3, by Carlos 
Moya, of Spain. Shortly after- 
wards, Yevgeny Kafelnikov, a fi- 
nalist in Marseilles, was 


Sporting Digest 


Basketball 

NBA.-lndHna 65 Oftando 66; Marri 91 
□evelareiat : New Jersey 80 Dates 81 ; Now 
York 99 Charlotte 9i; Houston 97 Seattle 83; 

Cttcago 93 Toronto 86; AOBnla OB Mhwulwe 
tXJ; Denwr n2 Boston 99; Phoenix 88 Socra- 
merrjo 86; Utah 1)8 LA Ctopera 98; fort- 
land 117 LA Lahore iJS: Mtartngton 99 
Gotten Slate 87 

: Cricket 

Nut thanptonahin* are to experiment 
with later start and frteh *nes in three 
home Championship matches this 
season. Play an the first three i 
(he fixtures against Lancashire. 
cSesex and Derbyshire at Northamp- 
ton b June and Jufy w* begin at 12 
noon, with a scheduled dose at 
7,30pm Leicestershire w* also try the 
expemrent in the games 
Kart, Sussex and Northerns at ( 

Road, during June and Jufy. 

An unnamed South African player has 
apologised for spearing a stump 
the door ot the AustraSan 

Test in i 


Cycling 

Peter Longbottom, whose rrrtama- 
tional career started with the Vfcrtd Ju- 
nior Championships In 1977 and 
ended at the Commonwealth Games 
in Canada in 1994 has been kiled In 
a road accident whie out ridng near 

York. Longbottom, who Ifved at MaP 

ton. North Yorkshire, was 3& 

The Ftossjan Viafchesiav Banov, afor- 
mer world and Olympic champion and 
hte US ft*takfpcnsored team are the 
ietest sitings for the new British race, 
the nine-clay Prutour. which starts on 
23 May. 

Football 

Graham Roberts, the former Totten- 
ham and England cteftndar has been 
dismissed as manager ot Ybovl Town 
for djsdpttoary reasons. 

Rvb coltWbs have put It bds to stage 
the finals of the 2004 European 
Championship: Spain, Portugal, 
Switzerland and Austria and Etengaiy 
who offered a joint bid. 


Ivanisevic, the eighth seed, 
and Kafelnikov, No 3, offered 
similar excuses - the sudden 
shift from an indoor carpet 
court to outdoor concrete with 
insufficient time to adjust. 
Marcelo Rios, the Chilean No 
2 seed, who was beaten in 
straight sets on Tuesday by New 
Zealand’s Brett Steven, did not 
play last week. The reason why 
the Australian Open finalist 
arrived on Monday night was 
4hat.be forgot his passport and 
rmissedfrijron^qal-fiighh ; : .. 


Golf 

Keith WHams, the Engfish Golf Union 
national coach, hra been appointed 
drector of coachmg at the National Golf 
Centre fo WoodhaU Spa. 
STROKESAVER LA MANGA MASTERS (Sp) 
Lowing ncond-ratted acorn (GB or M im- 

1*00 Mated): 140 L Ka*y 72 68 144 R Lam- 

ent 73 7T. 146 G VMsaxMme » 72: M King 
71 75. 147 L Booth 72 7S 148 C Rodgers 73 

75; P Roue 75 73; M. Seura |Sp) 75 71 149 

Blbyfor 78 71 

Hockey 

SCOTLAND SOU AO (for woman* World 

Cap, Utrachft: S Laurie (BracfcnaH), T Robb, 

A Denholm. H WUnr (afl Wbsnm Kfck Pho- 

upaHl F P er s on, j Jack, C Corcoran. A 

Grant. L Burton, R Samson. Diane Rentoon. 

Valeria MaB (el Edntugh LadesL Susan 

Frazer, P Robertson (capb (both Bonagares 

Sum JUacDonted fStougnl s GJbmr 

(HOC Nate). Reserves: N Ktappang (Bona- 

gares Grot*). G Soutar (Western Kick Photo- 

po,nt). C Lampnrd (Ectebugh Lades j. K 

Qoklsack (Royd Hjh Gymnasts* 

Pools dividends 

UTTLEWOOOS TraWa chance: 24pts 
E2L2K8& 23 E32945. 22 £&75 21 £790. HflB- 
ttma 22pta EVWflSa Fora drewa EatSS. Mna 
homes £25830. five away* £085 


Results from the Winter Olympics 


ALPINE SKIING 


Women’s super-giant 

1 PfcatmSbwrt (US) Imin BQZsec 

2 Mctiaatt P ort roa«»ter (Atf) 1:003 

3 Alexandra Mofcanitear (Ant) 1-1809 _. 


(G«) l.-Stt a If Suchet (Fr) 

Scnuaer (Am) Lia53; 10 H Garg (Got) 

vtssa 

BIATHLON 

Wen* 20km (rnteaod target* kt brackets) 

1 Harvard ttanevoM (Nor) 

SEnwrlfiteec 

2 «er Carrera (It) 58219 & — — 

3 AMmlAttaiov (Beta) 56:485 (1) 

4 1 Mswrik (C2 fop) 57-307 ( 1 ); 5 i Bnois 

(Lai) 58:15.1 «R Gross (GeO 58: fiA 
PI. TO Bpemdaten (Nor] 56:16 8 M; 8 P 

Sendsi 58^^ 9 O Ryztwrtrow 

(Beta) 5&313 0. 10 D Bjoerndaten (Nor) 
58-347(0. Brtttaft: 33 MDton 1.-01:000 
(I), 68 M Gee 1:07:485 (7) 
CURUNG 

Man's (area pratenirwy mood: Nonasy 5 
Japan aSwtztrtand 7 Urwsd Snte ZCsra 
da 10 Goman* 6: Sweden 7 Great Bnian h 


Woman’s fourth preHmbwy raumt Greet ICS HOCKEY 

Bttafci 8 Uriled States 5;Canada9 D«matk Women's praBminary round: Can^ 5 
5. Sweeten t2 Japan R Germany 7 Norvrey Sweden 3; China 6 Japan 1 ; Unrted States 
G Rtth preSmhary round: Darmwk 8 4 Frtaid 2. 

United Stans 5; JBpm B Norw ay 4; Can a- 

da 8 Great Srttaki 3: Sweden 8 Germany a . . ~r“ 

eBCEcrvic SKHHG Woman a singles (altar tlrad run) 

RRffism£5Kime i sake Kiaubaar (Gar) 3mta 2377£te«: . 

Mo&tis Snats g Barbara Niedemhubcr (Ger) 3:23781 .. 

M ° n . 3 Angelika Neuner lAifl) 3-^1253 

1 Jomy MosefcyJUS) 2693pts 

2 Jarme Lahteia (Fin) SBOO. 

3 Sand Muatonnn (fin) 2578 — 4 c 'Mvier (US) , _ _ 

4 J-LBraBSard (ttan) KS2; 6 LLasrta (Rifl MdAtfion (0s> 325558: 9 GlfttetoeraWnar 

2543-.6JRorrtte(*(Swe)2S£B;TR Jolte- pt) 3J6JO; 10 S Mansenrafter (Aul) 

^ ■ 320272- 

K Lensburgh (Swe) 3471 , 10 A Wtscm (US) SKI JUMPING 

Stoen K90 btdMdual 

l -aa sauwn Uaoen) 2S06pt9 1 JanJ Sobilnan (Rn) 2345WS - .-. 

I l2S!^3S5WSS^-“: 

Sro: 23C7TloABamB0 9 H^to{Japan) 2135: 10 S Homgacher 

(US) 2365. fAutl 2125 


One might wonder if their 
journeys were really necessary, 
except that Dubai is one of the 
ATP Tour events allowed to 
offer appearance money. 

Ivanisevic's next trip might 
have been back home to make 
a guest appearance on j«. left 
wing for Hajduk Split in the last 
10 minmes of their match 
against Croatia Zagreb, but 
the game has been switched 
from Sunday to Wednesday. 
“Tfce Hajduk coach asked me 
:-;tfiwa$jeady,” Ivanisevic said, 

'A 7 .". 


VERNONS DoMs Chance: 24ptt C353175. 
23 ES2BQ 22 CWKl Premier 10 £3300 
SETTERS Debte chance: 24pts CH554& 23 
£6250 22 E30a 21 EOfla four mmva£30a 
B5M homes £5320. Four draws C22^a AI 
chaws treble chance from aS 12 (bawa-No 
Mpts vmnare. 23 £S1AQ 22 E185 Fair Owe 
£2215 Lucky Number* 33 23 6 2 4 33 
BRTTTEN5 Treble chance: 24pts C1J3M50. 23 
£6050. 22 £300 Four draws CfflOQ R*e 
away* £1750 Bght homes £3250 

Rugby League 

The London Broncos ha\e signed the 
former Perth and St Gaorga stand-oft, 
Damien Chapmaa 
Ftichard Eyres, the 31 -yrar-otel former 
Great Britain forward, has joined 
Rochdale Hamate on trial but he is in- 
eigibte for Sundays Si< Cut Clp tie 
against Bradford Buis. 

Rugby Union 

Leicester Tigers' Wefcrd Ffoed grrxnd 
has been chosen as the venue to 
stage the first ever A team game be- 
tween England and Wales on 20 
February. 


SPEED SKATING 
Women's 3fiOOm 

1 Gunda NfemanD-Sttmemaon (Ger) 
4n*n(P296BC. 


2CteudtaPachstatt.(Ger}41»47 

3 Ana Frieafeigw (Gar) 4.-0944 

4 J RodriguBZ (US) 4rtl64: 5 E Hiwady (Aut) 
4:1201; 6K Hokan (US) 4:t224; 7 L Proka- 
shew (Kazak) 4:1423: 8 A Thomas 
4:1438; 9 C zpora (Nate) 4:1843; 10 
Bazhanowa (Rus) 4:1545 

MSMLS TABLE 
G S 

Germany .. .* 3 


“but I had to tell him that I have 
a pretty busy schedule. I hope 
they can win without me.” 

Asked if playing football was 
a bit risky, he said, “Everything 
Is risky. My father was telling me 
always, ‘Don't play basketball, 
don't play football, don’t play 
this’. And last year I walked out 
of my apartment, trapped my 
hand in the door, broke my fin- 
ger in three place and was out 
of tennis for six weeks. And in 
Australia I was boxing for fun 
.and my eyebrow was cut by an 


Paul Cooke, the fonner Otago three- 

quarter, has been released by New- 

port despite having appeared In 
seven of the dubfe eght Premia- Di- 
vision matches this season 

BUSA UBTS CHAinONSW: Lou0«oreu(?i 
UrWoreily 23 Bniwl Urtwitity 3 

'Snooker 

Snooker, together with bilards and 
pool, have been officially recog- 
nised by the International Olympic 
Committee at a meeting in Ne^ano, 
Japan. 

Speedway 

David Walsh, who helped Bradford to 
the EEte League champ io n sh ip last 
year, has joined Coventry asare- 
ptaesmant for the Australian Interne 
tfonal Shane Bowes who is taking a 
yea oft 

Tennis 

The ATP Tour Player Council has vot- 
ed to recommend experimental on- 
court coaching Beefy to start in the 
spring on the men's arait 


CurSngc UertB fifth preMrary round: Unit- 
ad Stans vGomay; Gt Britan v Japan; Nor- 
way v Sweden; Canada v Mtartand OHM 
Stotiprekitoary raunct Swtatwri v Nanny; 
Sweden v Canada: Gt Britain v Germany; 
Japan v Untocf S»bs tXX) MbmarfesbOirxe- 
Sniinary land; Smden w Canada: Gt Britain 
vGanrany: lAitacf States v Noruoy: Ctanmarti 
v Japan [BODl 

lea hockey: Mens ptay-effs. T3tfi (dace A4 
vB4oaounr " 


Finland 

UnSed 


Norway 1 

Canada — 1 

Natea rt anda 1 

Bulgaria 


B Tot 
4 11 


A2 v B2 HDD. WcmerfB prdmlnary round: Chi- 
na v Sweden 0300: Urited States 


France 1 

ttafy 0 3 

Aus&ta .....0 1 

Cacb RapubBc JO 1 

Ukraine. _ .0 1 

t .0 0 

0 0 

0 0 


Belgium ..... 
S wi tz er land 


SNOW REPORTS 


mow and weather- reports 
10+ restem in Europe and 
America. 

eporo689f 3B.nO-*- code 
ora MW 500 086 +. code 

Ate of alt ski codes by 
r fax dial 0990 100 843 


ce 10 snow condition at 
nesorn world-wide 
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TIMETABLE 
I GMT) 

Alpine sfcHng: uanti downhU 0000; Manta 
combined dowr*ta CGOQ 
Nordic skOng: Man!) iMon obssleal OQOa 
womeiti T»m pursuit 0390) 
Snowboanfinu- Half pqxi quaftylng 0030. 
anal 0433 

: Mens GOOm 0600 
: Mar* short progrenma 1000 


Football results 


Yesterday 

AFRICAN NATIONS - CUP Group A (Oua- 
gadougou. Burkina Faso): Cameroon 2 
ntteSawbo^ 44) Grim 2 (CUari 4ft 77). 
KTBRNATKMAL FRENDUT (Sydney): Aus- 
tralia 1 (ftpai 39) Scute Korea Q 
AVON INSURANCE COMBMATION Fhal D(- 
vtateic Cnraal Pataca 0 £awfcfi 1 ; Extortiam 
1 WmUaaons, 

Tuesdays late results 

B INTERNATIONAL FRENDLX Engtend 1 
Hastay 90 Chto 2 (Naka 7Q, 82) fid TTw Hbw- 
Am WWfiawMiL 
CONCACAF GOLD CUP Seo*4hiflJ(Lo«An- 
US 1 (RadoaautoiceG) Brad a 
AFRICAN NATIONS' fijP Group D (Bobo- 
EHoatasso, Butina Faso) : Egypi 2 (H 
Hsssan H 4^ Mazarteque a 
FOURNATKMSMTBWnlONALTOURMA- 
HSrt (VkBcfte): Malta 1 {Oveand pen 5& 
Georgia 3 (KmetariMS T9L W, Jamaraul 71) 
(Georgia wn tnuiamanO. 
NATIMWE]EroOTBAU.l£AGUERat0i- 
ytatofuTrarmereS (Thcmnon 35 Branch 38 
Morrissey 7q Swfextan U Second DMriac 
NorftompiOB 2 (Sari pan SR Freesuna 88) - 
Wycoraba H Trad Oirioion: fotarborough 0 
Doncas ter | {Swift 9fr 
BELL'S SCOTT1S1 LEAGUE FW DMalon: 
KtMaZM/rQ. Second DMston: LMigsw 0 
dydebaricatldid DMalon: Coadsnbeaft 2 
Attn fbuera 0; (toss County 0 East StHno 0. 

GMVAUXHAU.C0fKFBCE:DcNar2Rnh 
borough 2; Hereford 1 TWord t 
HYMAN LEAGUE Pranpr DNWorc 


»v Japan 

0700; Finland v Canada TUXX 
T M ce M am k at n : B8C2 CE45S46 1290-1440 
GMMD30; BBC1 23S5OS0G Euraapart24- 
hexr covsregft 
T om orrow 

Alpine skHng: Marta super G 0U5. 
Curling: Menti seventh round: Gt Ekitaln v 
Unitea States 0500: Japan w Germany 
0500; Sweden v Switzerland 0500; Norwnr 
v Canada Q6D0-.IB break (inaceasay) 100 Q 
Womens savanft round: United Sates v 
Japan 0000; Denmark v Norway 0000; Gl 
Britain v Sweden 00D1 ; Canada v Germany 
001)0: tie break (If necessary) tWO 
Figure rioting: toe dancing ccmpiiBary BOO 

vSw^n&Il^CaStevOjteffiKI 

Frtand v Czech Flapublc 0545; Quafifier 2 

v Russia 0045 

Luge: Mens doiteteD DSOa 

NonRc combined: 00m bxfivttuaJ sin jump- 

ing 0030 

Spaed stating: Wbmerta 500m U axrd (E3Q 
television aniBE BBC2 0M5845 1?30-1*4Q 
1900-2030: BBC1 01000230 EurapoitM- 
haucoverega 


Bastegstoke 3 St Ateans i; Boreham wood 
4 Grareswid S Northdoor 1; OuMcft Harriet 
1 Sutton Utd 0; Heybridge 1 hHcMn 2 ; 
"imsxSrtg 0 CatriwMon CL Hist Division: 
Uxbridge 1 WoWngham 0 Second DMakn: 
Chaftrt St PatB 2 Tboting & Wttftam a 
Third DMsttn: Wingtee & Rnchtey 1 
Fbckwel Haste 0: Klr^sfaury 0 Herikrui t 
FUO Members Cup Mid round: 
Leateertiaad 1 Maiderliead a Muntanal 
Trophy fourth round: Badttrd fbwn 2 
Norftwood l; Eate ThumacSc 1 WaeUatone 
2: Epscm & Ewel 2 Marlow i; Egham 3 
Coritrian-Casuafe Q 

UNBOND LEAGUE Premier DMtion: 
Leigh RW 2 WhsfonJ 0. First DMalon: 
iSragtee 'awn 0 Wortaqp Z fettnrfeld 4 
Orest Harwood a UnflUb First DMrioa 
Cup thbd round: Droytoden 1 Brad lo rd 
Parit Avarua 1 Pre ett erif s Cap Hrat-rmind 
raptor Runcam 3 RadcSHe Boroutte t 
DkMARTENS LEAGUE IBdlmdDIvtakjn: 
BUm 1 SrihJ 


elbow. Hverytfaiiig is dangerous. 
A walk is dangerous to me.” 

Kafelnikov also seems acci- 
dent prone. The Russian missed 
the last two Australian Opens, 
in 1997 after damaging a hand 
in a gym by punching a heavy 
bag without protective gloves, 
and this year after injuring a 
knee while skiing at Christmas. 

We trust that they stay away 
from the gym and off the piste 
before the Guardian Direct 
Cup in Battersea Parit at jjhe end 
of the month.- - 

v-..5i r i ■ 


ST PETERSBURG MEN'S OPEN Singles, 

that roimd: 0 Primal (Gad bl M Damn (Ce 

Rep) 6-2 7-6; □ Vfaoek fCz Rap) bt R Rran 
(B) S3 7-« R Kriicak (Nate) bt J Kioatak (Sto- 

uok) 6-1 4-6 B-a Second round: T Johans- 

son (Swe) bt D SengUnom (W 6-2 6-2; D 
Hfbaty (Soruk) bt N Rift" (Swb) 8-3 6-4 

DUBAI lEtTS OPEN Singloa, 9rat round: 

H Arazi (Msx) W Y KaJeWrov (Rua) 52 6-1; 

N Water (Gar) M J Nomk (G 1 Rap) 6-1 1-6 

S3: 0 Moya (Sp) bt G Iwnsevk: «>oa) 6-3 

* ■“ " (Sp) bt M Sh 

jbtJ'terango 
l round: T Hen- 

man GB) and B Backer (Get} WAContdja and 

J Sanchez (Sp) 6-36-2 

SAN JOSE lgN*3 TOURNAMENT StagleB, 

Brel ixxairt J Onarts &)«E Ahnraz (Sp) 

7-6 7-6: G Base «»<*)« FkMgari [Br) rfl 
2dB-3;TNydaN(9we)Mfl 

6- 7 62 6-4; M Wbodtotdff (A*) bt 

- 67 62 64; T Martin (US) bt T Vtood- 

7-5 64; G Kuerten (ft) btJ G*n* 

smb (US) 7-6 4-6 61; P Sampras (US) bt J 
Stark (US) 63 64. 

LTA IffifS TTXJRHAMfeNT JCWowote Sln- 

, Aral round: W Noels (BoqE* E Grosa 

7-6 63; U Navarra (tt) bt J Frit (GB) 62 

’ 63; A Rarnwif (GB) bt R Cadart (Ft) 7-6 

63; 0 Van Ufteten ffleQ btG Gteriuca |H) 63 
62, J Detgado (Go) bt P Kidetiry (Aus)7-5 
63; K Flygt (Swrt tat D Roberts KA) 64 64; 
W Arttwre (AUB) bt L Ittgan (GO&7 68 7 
6; A Vfebsr (Gar) bt B Cowan (GB) 7-6 61 
F Loren (Swa) bt M Itertwk flteai) 7-6 7-5; 
M HMatrom (SwribtO Seta (hr) 7-66764; 
H Kol (Nor) bt N Gortt (GB) 647-6 
PARIS WOMEN'S INDOOR OPEN Slnriea. 
Drat round: A Kournfliowa (Rus) bt A 

Dectuuna-BalanH (R) 63 7-6: R Grande (W 

bt M Oramanz (NtSh) 7-6 61 ; F Label (Arg) 

bt ELAhorisoira (Rub) 64 61; KHabeudo- 

« (Skwak) btJ Katard-Decugla (ft) 7-6 4-6 

W. w Probst (Gar) Ml Courtote (BaQ 3-8 

7- 5 64; A Huber (Bor) bt A Fusai (Ft) 61 61 

DOW CORNING USTA WOMENS CHAL- 

LENGBt nikB»d, Mctltean) Singes, Ibsl 

round: A Oteza (PoA bt CFuit (US) 6-0 63; 
KAGuse (Auri n S Dtaka-Brodanen “ 

2-6 62 64: N Pratt Uue) bt C Crtetaa 
7-5 6-fl: M Da Swaiol (SA) btLLes( v 
B-2; J Najocftr (Can) M A Smagiviova (la) 7-5 
6-3; K Brandi RJ5) bt B Rlppner (LG) 6-4 66 
64; T Smcbr (US) bt EurHte Ktei (SKo) 64 
6l;GI-fc%^(ivf4a(80nOJS)btMnbariTgton 

(16)1-86366 

LTA WOMEN'S TOURNAMENT (Bfendng- 

ham) Slnglea, first round: J R*i (GB) bt 

1 Dor hhalc (Nate) 6-4 64; B - “ 


1 61; N Egorova bt H crookfOB) 64 
i; H Vbn Mttaren (Note) 7-661; O Eyano- 
(ftB) bt J ChourtwryjGffl 3^ 64 62; L 
a (G«1 « A Janaa (06)6-7 64 4-2 ret 

lin (Ger) bt H Thoms (Gat) 6-3 6-3; S Star 


va . 

Ftta 

G Am 

e unlMN 

(Hun) M N „ 

Mocrinid (Japan) btJ 

C Buis (Nate) bt L 


7-6W; P 

(Get) 63 64; H 



Borough 0; Bracktay 2 
Raundrl Sauhora Dtvtelon: TtawbrUgs 0 
Margate 1 Lenua Cup lourth round: 
Gloucester 2 RadtSch 2. Fourth-round 
raptay; Batetey 2 Dorohaater a 
INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND' 
ALLIANCE: BafcKiere St Mchttb 0 
BtoKwteh 2; BrMgnorft 1 Sarehrea Baeunh 
1; Wiyperatey Vfcnna2 WlortialZ 
SCREWFK DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
DhrtattK Chard 4 ftrrtigton t; pulton 
Rowa 2 Ctta wnham Z. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 
DMsfore Buy Town 0 Wftoxham 2; 
Wartxws 1 Sudbuy Wanderers 2. 

UNMET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE first 


Division: Hassocks 0 Li n teh am pton 4 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE flraf 
DMalon: BumcouGh 3 SaSord 0; Marie 
Ftaati 0 Nantwlch T. Newcastle Tpwn 0 

KidsgrowQ. 

NOFTTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier DMalon: Annthorpe Writera 1 
Hucknel 1; Arnold 1 Halam 1; Setey 0 North- 
r*unljv 2. 

VW rS o N LEAD KBIT LEAGUE find 
DMalon: Hama Bay 1 Canfertuy 0; 
Ramsgate 0 Ertth Town 2; TTanteamaad 3 

T"i ,l,«,iknin *T 
nJUBSKWi 

AVON INSURANCE CtHBMKnON Hrat 
DMattro Wart 0 Arsenal 1; Oxford Utd 3 
VMtatti&QPROChfltawa 
PONT1NS LEAGUE Premier DMMsie 
E rerkxi 1 Derby Canty 0 (tt WUnee 
RLfQ. Second DMskm: Sheffield Utd 0 
Blackpo ol 1 (at Don Valley SbxSum), Third 
DMakn: ChesterllGld 0 ChBBter 3 
THE ne PA YOUTH CUP Fourth 
round: Hyf CHy 1 tpawteh l , 

SMIRNOFF KUSH LEAGUE PnaOm 
DMakn: Ctftonvla 0 Ctuaadara 1; 
Gtankxan 2 Ards 0, 

' FA1 HARP LAGER CUP SacsKkramd 
mptaj*: Deny City 0 Qrt Oty 1; Home 
Fanti Ewrton 0 Unfwrilly CUara Diftln 1 
SPANISH CUP Quartflailnal aacond teg: 
Mafcrcs 1 (StankMc 67) AMnri reww 3 

Erachflda I Mbit I Tiug 0; 

Irtuktan 0 Rorana SJttard 1 (tea £ gotten 
goad- 


ites under 
pressure to 

drop app®^ 


Rugby Union 


By Chris H ewett 

THE “Kevin Yates is innocent 7 ’ 
bandwagon was nK> 

mentum in the subdued rugby 
hotbed of Bath yesterday as 

dub-mates, socne of them house- 
hold international names, reaf- 
firmed their intention to stand 
by the disgraced England prop. 
’ “I've offered Kevin my full 
support,” said Jeremy Guscott 
a triple Lion of unblemished 
character, wbo has never once 
been accused of deliberately 
treading on an opponent's toe. 

let alone taking a fancy to an un- 
protected earlobe. 

It was, however, by no means 
certain that T&tes would proceed 
with his appeal against the six- 

month ban imposed by a three- 

man Rugby Football Union 
tribunal in the early hours of 
Thesday morning after they had 
found him gtn&y of biting Simon 
Fenn, the London Scottish 
flanker, during last month’s Tfet- 
Jey’s Bitter Cup tie at the Recre- 
ation Ground. Indeed, the 
25-year-old loose head was com- 
ing under weft^ntentioned pres- 
sure to bite the bullet, so to 
speak, and serve his time. 

Yates was due to meet Andy 
Robinson, the Bath coach and a 
former playing colleague, today 
to discuss his next step. Having 

protested his innocence from day 

one, his immediate reaction in 

the wake of the verdict was to in- 
struct his legal team to prepare 
an appeal, notice of which must 
be served within 14 days. Ac- 
cording tohissaSritor, Eddie Fbr- 
ladorio, the situation was 
unchanged yesterday. 


“Kevin's paramount concern 

is to defend his reputation and 

as far as I am aware, he intends 

topuisue an appeal," 

Hosaid.^ now waiting for 

ttwRFUtopresenno^^' 

ing, the reasoning behmd the tn- 

toUs decision, which we found 
disappointing m the extreme. 

However, friends and ad- 
viseis at the Recreation Ground 

were pressing Yates to bal^a: 

the obvious leniency of the sen- 
tence, which reflected the lack 
of hard evidence against him, 
against the rising costs - not to 
mention the risks - of 
a challenge that might backfire 
by landing him a much longer 
suspension. Yates ^ already 
seen opposition costs of £23^000 
awarded against him and Phr- 
Jadorio agreed yesterday: “It is 
no secret that recourse s the 

law carries its own financial con- 
sequences." 

Bath are now keen to draw a 

line under the affair. Although 
Yates still faces an internal dis- 


tract could, at worst, be 
terminated, it is far more likely 
that the RFU punishment will be 
viewed as sufficient and that he 
will be back on first-team duty in 
August and in a strong position 
to challenge for a place in Bng- 
lancTs 1999 World Cup squad 
If Yates does pull on 4he 

Bath shirt again, it will look very 

different to the one he wore irt 
the ill-starred game with Lon- 
don Scottish. Yesterday, Lhe 
European champions con- 
firmed a three-year, seven-fig- 
ure kit deal with Adidas that 
could see world-wide shirt sales 
of something approaching 
100,000 by the spring of 2001. 


Ellis recalled by Scotland 


SCOTLAND yesterday re- 
called the Currie hooker 
Graham Fllis for the squad to 
face Fiance at Murrayfield on 
21 February. 

: £llis<has, ^recently returned /. 
after. tnjuiy^andJs jback in the.. 
interaatkWdlfoldafteT appear- < 
ing In all foinr matches of last 
season's Five Nations campaign. 

The other change to the 22 
on duty for tbe 17-16 victory over 
Ireland last Saturday sees the 
New Zealand-born wing Shaun 


Longstaff drafted in for the 
first time in place of Craig 
Joiner, who was forced off after 
15 minutes at Lansdowne Road 
with a sprained ankle. 
SCOTLAND 50UAD (v Franca. Five 
Nations 1 Champlonalilp. Murrayt rld. 21 
Fateuary): Back*; RSIwplMrif (MeirtHe), D 
Loo (London Scottch); S Locgn*fl (Di^ickM 
HSFPt P Stonge (Here**). K Logan (Wfc**4; 
AVI (Nowcdstn). G Tow»«na (Nartmrop- 
ton): C Chaknera (Mekosali G Armstrong 
{NMcasUa.capt}, AMcd (Bate), forwards: 
G Bulodi (Mfestdl SccKiancfi, G BD« (C-jrrsi 
G Graham (Newcastle). D HBton (Bate). M 
Stewart (Northamptcni: D Cronin (Wasps) 
□ Woir (Newcastle). S Grimes (Watsoraans): 
R WBlnwrighl (Dundee HSFP). P Walton 
- ' S Hotanwi (London Sconsh), A 
““ * 


World’s best like 
Houghton course 


TIGER WOODS may be miss- 
ing, but the rest of the big four 
in world golf have arrived for 
the Alfred Dunhfll PGA be- 
ginning today at Houghton 
Course in Johannesburg. 

Greg Norman, Ernie Els 
and Nick Price head the field in 
an event oo-sanctioned by the 
European and Southern African 
"fours. 

All three have played here 
before and all have expressed 
their liking for the course that 
nestles on the fringes of the city 
in the suburb of Houghton, 
where President Nelson Man- 
dela has his private home. 

Els, who won the South 
African Open at Houghton in 
1992, was content to take on the 
challenge with only yesterday’s 
pro-am round behind him. “TVe 
played here since I was a kid, 7 ' 
said the world No 3 on his de- 
cision to take a few days off after 
winning last week’s South 
African Open in Durban. ”1 
don’t really need to look it 
over again.” 

Norman was sure he would be 
equally at borne. “I look forward 
to playing at Houghton again,” 
said the world No 2, who played 
the course in the inaugural 
Alfred D unhfll Challenge — the 
Ryder Cop-style match between 
Southern African and Aus- 
tralasian teams - in 1995. 

He also has a win in his own 
tour n a men t — the Greg No rman 


Today’s fixtures 


Football 

matovt MATCH; Sbiybridgo Celtic v 
SMflald Wterinasdoy [73G9. 

AVON WSUHANCECOMBWATTON First 

DMMoik Norwich v West Hun (730) 
HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
IRELAND Rramtar DMtion: SteKttumev 
K*W»y City (745). 

Basketball 

U»«LLIROPHVSanMnal aaeonU teg; 
Latfon Towns <85 ) v SsHUU Sharks 
{1M} (730). 

Other sports 

SNOOKER: Scottish Open (AbenJoen). 


Invitational in Sydney - last 
week to take into the event with 
him. 

Price is equally fond of 
Houghton, having won his first 
South African PGA title here 
last year, when he beat the 
South African David Frost in a 
play-off. 

The Zimbabwean bus had 
some problems with a tooth 
abcess in the run-up to the 
tournament, but was more than 
satisfied with the holes he com- 
pleted in practice yesterday be- 
fore going off for treatment. 

It is a course that has often 
produced surprises as it did for 
Els in 1996. when Germany’s 
Sven S trover won. 

Rain shortened the event to 
54 holes, but Slruver came 
home In a course record- 
equalling 63 well in front of the 
big names on the leaderboard. 

Els acknowledges that there 
are no clear-cut favourites and 
he warned that the young Euro- 
pean players would pose a 
threat. “There are some very 
good players out there.” be 
said. 

Struver, wbo has never quite 
lived up to that win, is back and 
so is Italy's Costantino Rocca 
and the Spaniard Ignucio Gar- 
rido, who chased Eis aiad Frost 
hard last week in Durban before 
falling away in the final", round 
to end in the pack. 1 

The Zimbabwean Ma^k Mc- 
Nulty is also there among'those 
always challenging and with 
Frost and Relief Goosen hcrads 
a local challenge which also in- 
cludes Nic Henning and Mar- 
co Gortana. 

Several members of the Eu- 
ropean Ryder Cup have pen- 
cilled in their names for the 
Qatar Masters at Doha nc.xt 
month. 

The Cup captain Scve 
Ballesteros and fellow Spaniard 
Jose Maria Olazabal will be, 
joined by Lee Westwood, Inn 
Woosnam, Darren Clarke, 
Costantino Rocca and Thomas 
Bjorn. 
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Finland’s Jani Soinincn achieves the right altitude on his second and final leap to win gold in the 90 metre ski Jumping event at Hakuba yesterday. Japan, the hosts, Finished with a silver medal, won by Kazuyoshi Funaki Photograph: AP 
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Caddick and Headley on rebound 


Cricket 


ANDY CADDICK and Dean 
Headley were licking their 
wounds from public criticism in 
Port of Spain yesterday. Just 
how they react to it will have a 
significant bearing on Eng- 
land's Caribbean campaign. 

Opposites temperamentally, 
the oew-ball pair have never- 
theless both been stung by the 
harsh words of the past two 


days, including those of Eng- 
land’s captain, Michael Ather- 
ton, and coach, David Lloyd. 

Atherton virtually accused 
them of cos ting England the sec- 
ond Test against the West Indies 
and Lloyd has also criticised 
their failure to put the ball 
consistently in the right place. 

Lloyd said: “I told them on 
the Last morning of the Test that 
they had to be themselves. T said 
’if you perform as you can then 
we will win.’ Bui they are now 


getting three days in which to 
prepare themselves for the next 
Test and, if you get criticism, 
then any professional just has 
to roll up his sleeves and say he 
wfll show people what he can 
do. That’s their challenge now.” 

Caddick is upset at being 
portrayed 3S the man who lost 
England the list- He has been re- 
luctant to talk about his poor per- 
formance. going 30 ovets without 
a wicket 017 a pitch clearly made 
for his style of bowling. 


He is also hurt that his 5 for 
42 at The Oval in his previous 
Test last August to help defeat 
Australia - and that his record 
during the past year for England 
has been excellent - has been 
ignored. In other words, be 
simply had a bad Test. 

In contrast, Headley has 
been happy to speak about his 
own second Test performance. 

He said: “I did not bowl as 
well as I can but I did get four 
wickets in the match and. in the 


four Tests that I’ve now played 
since last summer. I’ve got 20 
wickets. The main problem in 
the-game was that, even though 
I looked like taking wickets, I 
was going for too many runs. 

“I accept that I did not get 
things quite right but in my last 
spell 1 got the nip back in to my 
bowling and in that spell l 
picked up the wickets of David 
Williams and Curtly Ambrose. 

“1 felt I was gelling my 
rhythm back and really hitting 


the bat. Overall, it was very dis- 
appointing of course, but 1 
don't think I should be getting 
too worried about my form.” 

Lloyd, meanwhile, has been 
boosted by several calls of sup- 
port from the England hierar- 
chy back home and hinted 
strongly that England will go 
into the third Test with an 
unchanged team. 

Lloyd has been particularly 
impressed by the resilience of 
his senior quartet of players - 


Alec Stewart, Nasser Hussain, 
Angus Fraser, and Jack Russell 
- who have had to suffer three 
failures in three tours to win a 
Trinidad Test. 

“Those four are absolute 
bankers to come back strongly,” 
Lloyd said. *T have also appre- 
ciated calls from the likes of 
chairman of selectors, David 


Graveney, and from our board 
chairman. Lord MacLaurin. I 
believe that David has also 
spoken to every single player. * 
“What irks is that we got into y 
a position to win, but lost the 
game and it was very apparent 
why we lost iL You have simply 
got to put the ball in the right 
place on pitches like that.” 
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Wednesday's solution 
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ACROSS 

1 Lifeless hair a barrier 10 
further progress'? CSV 

5 In which the chestnuts are 
kept firm (6) 

9 Sir s way of dealing with 
the opposite sex? I Si 

10 Take it Seamus is drunk 

U Idle, frivolous, certain to 
be covered by this de- 
scription? (S) 

12 Stem way king encoun- 
ters first 'person coming to 
court (6) 

14 Bewitched for a time - 
sure (10) 

15 Implements used to re- 
move cylinder-heads (3-7) 

22 Small opening affording 
view, formerly obstructed 
(6) 


23 


24 


English marquis gmching 


25 


26 


27 


beret for a lark 
Double-edged Irish coin, 
counterfeited I 
Produce object in surpris- 
ingly green environment 
IS)" 

Count is relatively in- 
sensitive (6) 

Impractical fellow (8) 


13 


15 


DOWN 

Easily managed to get 
home to leave a note (6) 
Is bail the outcome of de- 
fence submissions? (6) 

A number of football 
teams with the French 
disease (b) 

Agree 10 write (10) 
Where you’ll get a reac- 
tion, applying match Lo 
e? (4-4) 


16 


Exotic bouquet one’s 1 
found in specialist shop 
(S) . ! 

Twilight activity', one sup- 1 
ported by lower classes 

is) ! 

Making waves in a way 1 

that's unheard-of? (10) 
Greek hat Annie's wear- ! 
big (8) 

Waiting area from which j 

you can sec N African [ 
mountain rising (4-4) j 
A dainty which suppresses ; 
President’s hunger (S) 1 

19 Last pari of agenda must j 
be pared down (3-3) 
Chance to finish off end- ' 
lessly lecherous old mas- 
ter (6) 

Measuring system's ex- 
pressed in verse (6) ! 


17 


20 


21 


pipe: 


Merson’s bee-line 
for place in France 


Football 


4}P»MW»c*J ly Ncw^parw n*Ji.hju£ PJ.C, I CimOi Square. Canoiy Wharf. Dmirt E|4 5DL anj j 1 nnu. 1 I al Minor Colour Prim, Si 
AltaiM RuJil. WtatfiTd H.H.V lwuo .naiiaMc lium Hi\|. in; KcmpipcrY iMMft fUlOTii. 

nmXiQ I'Ni 



PAUL MERSON fixed the 
World Cup finals in his sights af- 
ter an impressive international 
comeback as England B captain 
and then admitted: "Three 
years ago 1 thought I would be 
lucky to play football again." 

It was then that Merson was 
at the nadir of his career with 
his well-documented gambling, 
alcohol and drugs problems 
and booked himself into an 
addiction clinic. 

But those dark days are be- 
hind the former Arsenal play- 
er. who is reaping die dividends 
from his determination to make 
the most of being given a sec- 
ond chance. 

He made his first interna- 
tional appearance for 12 
mouths in Tuesday’s B en- 
counter with Chile at The 
Hawthorns in from of Eng- 
land coach Glenn Huddle and 
led by example in being head 
and shoulders above anybody 
else on the pitch. 

Merson revelled in the free- 
dom of operating just behind 
strikers Emile Huskey and Dar- 
ren Huckefoy as opposed to the 
centre-forward role he is gen- 
erally used in by Middlesbrough. 

He said: “The fact that Glenn 
Huddle wanted me 10 play was 
very encouraging and lo be hon- 
est J woukJ rather have done that 
than maybe sit in the stand af- 
ter training with the seniors. 


“Don't get me wrong, it is 
great to be in the first-team 
squad, but I need to play to 
prove and to show lo everybody 
what I can do - and I was 
pleased with my performance. 

“I think you have to put to 
one to side that people like 
Glenn Huddle and John Gor- 
man are watching. It’s easy to 
get caught up in things and be 
liken 15-year-old trial ist in try- 
ing to beat the world when you 
first gel Ibe bah. 

“At the moment I am on the 
fringe of the squad. Tve just kept 
saying lo myself ‘give it your all.’ 
I'd hate to think I didn’t make 
it when there was still a bit more 
in the tank to give. 

"lfl give everything, ploy well 
for my club and any B games I’m 
selected for and miss out then 
I could then live with myself." 
He added: “If someone had said 
three years ago that 1 would be 
leading my country out, it is 
something 1 could just not have 
imagined happening. 

“Three years down the line. 
I was thinking J would have been 
lucky to come out and play 
football again. It's been a great 
honour for me. People say ‘Eng- 
land B, so what?' but it’s one of 
ihe biggest honours I've had in 
the game and 1 include all the 
irophies 1‘vc won with Arsenal 
when saying that. There was no 
problem motivating myself. 

“I was the oldest there and 
the young lads in the squad do 
look up to you in training and 


in the way they talk to you. It 
shows how far I’ve come down 
the line and it was important to 
lead by example." 

* He said: “I Find that is my 
best position. I don’t play there 
for my club - which I'd like to. 
But we just haven’t got enough 
centre-forwards aL Middles- 
brough for me not to have to 
play in the forward role. 

“If 1 went to the World Cup 
I don't think I would be going as 
a centre-forward. There are too 
many forwards in front of me. If 
I have a chance of going it's in 
Tuesday's role but I can play-a few 
positions." 

Despite England's 2-1 re- 
versal Merson believes there is 
a well of young English talent 
emerging and is predicting great 
things for Huckerby and Heskey. 

He said: "They are good 
young players. Maybe they 
won’t make it in lime for this 
World Cup, but they have got 
plenty of time on their hands. 

"Huckerby gets at players and 
is very direct. He’s come on so 
much for someone who has 
been playing regular Premiership 
football for barely a year. He’s 
going 10 be a very good player. 

"Heskey makes great runs 
and has great puce and he cer- 
tainly made my job easier. Play, 
ing at this level can only make the 
likes of him and Huckerby info 
better players. Believe me when 
I say that in four years they will 
be big stars in the Wrrld Cup.” 
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"viii i-Vi It’s such good 

health cover. 8f. 


What’s 
the catch? 



With Primecare 
there isn’t one. 





e isn’t one. YY; .iV-y? 


Quite simply, before we pot our Primecare 
plan together, we asked people what they 
really wanted from their health insurance, 

jtavdoa’t want to worry about topping 
up surgeons* and anaesthetists’ fees. So 


You don’t want to have to wait to see a 
specialist. So Primecare has out-patient 
consultations fully covered. ’ 

Patients sometimes want cover for 
alternative treatments. So we’ve allowed 
£1000 for things like chiropractic and 
homoeopathy too. 

Oh yes. And you want your health cover at ah 
affordable price. That’s why we've kept 
Primecare sorprlsingly affordable. 


In feet, from as little as 55p a day. 


To see how little Primecare can 
cost, call now for a personal 
quotation and full details. 

0800 77 99 55 
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Prime Health 

You pay less for quality 

A member ol ih. SUndanl Ufa Group j 

health insurance. 
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